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Fisk  University 
Needs 


ROM  endowment  funds  and  tuition  fees  Fisk 
conies  within  $45,000  of  meeting  expenses.  The 
general  public,  by  contributions,  is  privileged 
to  do  the  rest.  Gifts,  large  and  small,  are  sought 
from  each  individual  who  is  interested  in  the 
work.  These  are  imperative  if  we  are  to  meet 
our  bills  in  these  days  of  rising  prices.  There 
are  numerous  building  needs  which  the  Pres- 
ident will  be  glad  to  explain  if  an  opportunity 
be  provided. 

Needs — Pressing  and  Immediate 

Current  Expenses.  Fisk  needs  a  number  of 
small  gifts  to  cover  the  current  expenses  of  the 
school.  How  to  raise  money  for  this  purpose 
is  a  problem  of  ever-increasing  difficulty. 
Friends  will  lift  a  great  burden  from  the  admin- 
istration by  contributing  generously,  in  small 
amounts  if  no  more. 

For  the  current  year,  at  least  $20,000  must 
be  raised  for  the  expenses  mentioned  above. 
We  are  asking  for  pledges  to  cover  this  amount 
for  each  of  the  five  following  years.  Who  will 
help?    Two  men  will  give  $5,500. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  AUDITORS. 

We  have  examined  the  books  of  Fisk  University  for  the  year 
ended  June  30,  1917,  and  find  the  income  and  expenditure  duly 
accounted  for.  We  certify  that  the  accompanying  Balance  Sheet 
and  the  statements  annexed  hereto  are  correctly  drawn  and  show 
the  true  financial  condition  of  the  University. 
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Chartered  Accountants,  Auditors. 
New  York,   December   22,  1917. 


THE  PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Fisk  University: 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  on 
the  condition  and  work  of  the  Fisk  University.  It  is  intended  to 
summarize  in  a  measure  the  facts  connected  with  the  period  of  my 
service  as  President,  but  it  will  occasionally  glance  over  the  develop- 
ment of  the  half  century  of  Fisk's  existence.  It  will  center  its  in- 
terest in  the  work  of  the  present  and  the  problems  and  needs  of  the 
future. 

Almost  exactly  three  years  ago  you  honored  me  with  appointment 
to  my  present  position  of  heavy  responsibility.  I  assumed  charge  of 
the  work  two  and  one-half  years  ago.  I  rejoice  to  think  that  these 
have  been  years  of  large  growth.  Fortune  has  smiled  upon  us  in 
unusual  degree.     Except  for  one  terrible  condition  affecting  practically 
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the  whole  world,  we  could  look  forward  to  the  immediate  future  with 
confident  expectations  of  an  almost  unprecedented  development.  I 
refer,  of  course,  to  the  Great  War. 

Fisk   Men   Fighting  for  Development  of  All   Peoples. 

In  a  time  of  national  testing  Fisk  has  not  been  found  wanting. 
Our  alumni,  our  former  students,  and  our  undergraduates  have 'vol- 
unteered or  been  drafted,  until  today  our  flag  shines  with  sixty-one 
stars,  representative  of  Fisk  in  the  army,  the  navy  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
Thirty-three  are  officers.  With  growing  numbers  and  probable  promo- 
tions, any  list  of  official  positions  must  soon  become  inaccurate. 

But  even  an  inadequate  list  is  significant  of  a  new  position  in  Amer- 
ican life  granted  the  American  Negro,  suggestive  of.  a  capacity  in 
the  Negro  race,  especially  as  developed  by  education,  which  a  few 
short  months  ago  would  not  have  been  believed  possible  by  the  great 
mass  of  American  citizens.  The  patient  work  of  Negro  education 
stretching  from  one  war  to  another  has  thus  early  justified  itself. 
America  in  isolation  shed  her  blood  profusely  in  a  war  of  sections 
and  freed  a  race  of  slaves  who  fifty  years  later  share  with  both  sec- 
tions in  a  war  for  freedom  now  that  America  has  become  a  world  power 
fighting  against  autocracy,  fighting  for  the  rights  of  equal  opportu- 
nity for  the  highest  development  of  all  peoples  under  the  sun. 

It  is  imperative  therefore  that  the  following  list  of  world  servants 
should  be  included  here: 

Majors:  Beecher  Jackson, 

James  R.  White,  M.D.  Henry  H.  Proctor,  Jr., 

L.  B.  Landry,  M.D., 
Adjutant:  Samuel  H.   Rosenberg. 


Second  Lieutenants: 


John  H.  Patton. 

Captains  : 

Archibald  R.  Tuck, 

Leonard  H.  Lewis,  M.D.,  Earl  H    Nagh> 

Charles  O.   Hadley,  Clarence  R.  Allen. 

Matthew  V.  Boutte, 

Julian  Dawson,  M.D.  Sergeants: 

William  H.  Thompson. 

Ulysses  Sexton, 

First  Lieutenants:  Richard  Ross, 

Alvin  H.   Cameron,  Joseph  Anderson, 

William  S.  Dawson,  Robert  ^^^ 
Clarence  H.  Payne, 

Benjamin  Mosbey,  01iver  Williams, 

A.  C.  Brown    D.D.S.  Charles  L.  Roman    (British 

Carter  W.  Wesley,  Army), 

William  H.  Fearonce,  Joseph  Kemp. 
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Corporals:  Samuel  H.  Henderson, 

Charles  L.  Lewis,  James  Hunter, 

Noble  Alexander,  Lawrence  E.  Stewart, 

Edward  Ayers,  Edward  Harris, 

Chester  J.  Westfield,  Leo  Sykes, 

Langdon  H.  Bond.  Otho  L.  Foster, 

Charles   Toms, 

Privates:  Harry  L.  Bluemingberg, 

Jesse  Meriwether,  Love  R.  Baker, 

Henry  W.  Ferguson,  John  A.  Brown, 

Elwood   G.   Boddie,  Clarence  Braxton, 

James  W.  Ford,  William  L.   Daniel. 
William  L.   Doss, 

Baxter   S.   Scruggs,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Secretaries: 

Lewis  H.  Curren,  Charles  N.  King, 

Richard  H.  Walker,  Gregory  W.  Whiting, 

Philip  H.  Patterson,  J.  Vernon  Smith, 

Plato  Travis,  William  H.  Kindle, 

Sawnie  W.  Glover,  Christopher  A.  Richey  (in 

Africa). 

Fisk  has  also  served  through  its  gifts  and  through  service  in  the 
various   campaigns  connected  with   the  war. 

Our  Good  Fortune. 

We  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  for  large  aid  that  has  come 
to  us  in  the  last  two  years.  The  annual  contribution  of  $10,000  from 
the  General  Education  Board  has  enabled  us  to  come  far  nearer  strik- 
ing a  satisfactory  balance  than  would  have  been  otherwise  possible 
in  these  days  of  rising  costs.  The  alumni  have  contributed  $1,012.50 
toward  the  completion  of  the  $300,000  Fund.  The  gift  of  $150,000  to- 
ward a  new  central  heating  plant  and  the  general  rehabilitation  of  the 
buildings  on  the  campus  is  the  outstanding  fact  of  the  year.  Thi& 
was  made  up  of  $65,993.95  from  the  General  Education  Board;  $65,993.95 
from  the  Carnegie  Corporation;  and  of  $5,000  each  from  Mr.  Julius 
Rosen wald,  Mr.  E.  L.  Harkness,  and  Mr.  Paul  D.  Cravath;  and  of 
lesser  but  generous  contributions  from  many  other  persons  and  groups, 
including  $180.00  from  the  students  on  the  campus. 

The  Building  and  Improvement  Fund  was  not  completed  and  there- 
fore not  available  until  the  first  of  June,  1917.  Consequently,  a  very 
unusual  amount  of  work  had  to  be  done  in  a  very  short  time,  if  the 
University  were  to  open  as  usual  the  third  week  in  September.  The 
first  of  a  series  of  contracts  was  awarded  July  17th. 
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Improvements   Made. 

It  would  require  many  words  to  describe  in  adequate  detail  the 
multitude  of  improvements  made  possible  by  this  money.  Of  course, 
the  major  achievement  was  the  installation  of  a  new  heating  system 
for  the  buildings  of  the  entire  campus;  practically  half  of  the  entire 
sum  available  went  for  this  purpose.  In  order  to  eliminate  every 
unnecessary  cost,  much  time  was  spent  on  the  making  and  the  re- 
making of  the  plans.  The  contract  was  finally  awarded  on  the  17th 
day  of  August.  Steam  was  turned  into  the  first  buildings  on 
the  8th  day  of  December.  The  first  of  January  saw  nearly  all  the 
buildings  connected  with  the  new  plant.  Fisk  Memorial  Chapel  will 
not  be  heated  from  the  plant  until  we  purchase  and  install  suitable 
radiators.  The  boilers  are  proving  entirely  capable  of  heating  all 
our  buildings  in  the  coldest  weather. 

We  had  expected  to  reduce  our  expenditures  very  considerably  by 
reason  of  our  new  heating  system.  Apparently  the  gross  figures  will 
not  be  so  favorable  as  we  had  expected.  The  number  of  laborers  can 
not  be  reduced  to  the  extent  we  had  hoped.  Wages  have  risen.  In- 
surance rates  have  increased  and  eaten  largely  into  the  savings  ex- 
pected from  reduction  of  fire  risks.  Coal  prices  have  gone  up,  and 
the  private  switch  from  the  railroad  has  not  yet  been  secured  to  re- 
duce haulage  charges.  It  will  be  some  months  yet  before  we  can 
secure  figures  which  will  tell  us  just  how  much  we  have  saved.  The 
expenditures  may  not  fall  below  those  of  past  years,  but  they  will  be 
very  much  less  than  would  have  been  the  case  had  the  old  conditions 
continued. 

Gains. 

Great  suffering  has  been  avoided.  Life  has  been  greatly  safeguarded. 
The  installation  of  the  central  heating  plant  and  system  is  an  achieve- 
ment of  large  and  permanent  significance. 

In  connection  with  the  heating  plant  we  had  expected  to  install 
an  electric  lighting  system.  We  still  can  do  so  whenever  we  find 
it  economical.  Rates  offered  us  by  the  local  Railway  &  Light  Company 
were  sufficiently  low  to  justify  us  in  postponing  the  installation  of  an 
electric  generator.  Our  buildings  have  been  wired  and  are  now  prac- 
tically all  lighted  by  electricity  instead  of  the  deadly  kerosene  lamp. 

Long  neglect,  even  though  the  consequence  of  imperative  poverty 
cannot  fail  to  bring  its  train  of  decay  and  delapidation.  The  budget 
of  the  University  does  not  have,  but  it  should  have,  an  annual  appro- 
priation of  perhaps  $5,000  for  repairs.  The  floors  of  our  buildings 
were  worn  and  splintered,  and  not  infrequently  on  the  verge  of  break- 
ing through.  The  walls  were  cracked  and  broken,  and  stained,  and 
marred  by  thousands  of  tacks  and  tack  holes.  Today  eighty-five  thou- 
sand feet   of  hardwood   flooring,  new  stair  treads   and  completely  re- 
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painted  walls  make  our  dormitories  almost  new.  Livingstone  Chapel, 
the  dining  room,  and  the  entire  basement  of  Jubilee  Hall  are  finished 
in  cream,  and  furnish  every  inducement  to  sanitary  and  beautiful 
living. 

With  the  approval  of  the  donors,  about  $10,000  of  the  fund  was  ap- 
plied  toward  the  sanitary  improvements   made   two  years  ago. 

The  dark  stairways  in  Jubilee  Hall  have  been  made  light.  Solid 
walls,  closets,  and  even  the  stone  of  the  outer  walls  have  been  cut 
through  to  bring  the  light. 

Eight  rooms  on  the  east  side  of  the  basement  of  Jubilee  Hall  have 
been  made  available  for  the  overcrowded  music  department.  The 
old  ironing  room  is  now  a  pleasant  study  and  recreation  hall  for  the 
girls.  A  new  room  at  the  west  end  of  the  first  floor  of  Jubilee  Hall  has 
been   made   available  for   committee   purposes. 

Three  years  ago  the  basement  of  Livingstone  Hall  was  used  solely 
for  storage  purposes.  Today  we  are  using  four  rooms  for  recitations 
and  the  hallway  for  office  purposes.  It  is  difficult  to  see  what  we  are 
to  do  with  our  classes,  if  growth  continues. 

Hoffman   Hall   Property. 

Two  of  the  Hoffman  Hall  properties,  purchased  two  years  ago,  now 
are  refinished  and  filled  almost  to  overflowing  with  teachers,  and 
still  we  need  new  living  accommodations.  Our  teachers  were  prob- 
ably never  more  comfortably  situated  than  in  these  buildings.  The 
third  building  has  been  transformed  into  a  new  laundry  equipped  with 
new  machinery,  all  electrically  driven.  Not  until  this  month  was  it 
possible  to  begin  to  use  it,  but  it  will  serve  as  an  instrumentality  of 
efficiency  and  economy. 

Sundry  Expenditures. 

Many  items  of  expenditure  and  improvement  cannot  here  be  men- 
tioned, because  they  are  too  numerous,  such,  for  instance,  as  new  single 
beds  for  each  student,  new  chairs  for  the  girls,  new  chiffoniers,  and 
rugs  for  the  boys.  It  took  no  little  time  and  effort  to  repair  broken 
pieces  of  furniture.  The  following  incomplete  list  of  furniture  repaired 
and  varnished  may  not  seem  too  trivial  to  mention:  Sixty  washstands, 
65  wardrobes,  75  book  shelves,  125  dressers,  150  tables,  500  chairs. 
200  new  chairs  were  placed  in  Livingstone  Chapel  and  50  desks  at  the 
Training  School. 

An  itemized  statement  of  all  expenditures  will  be  filed  later  when 
the  bills  are  all  rendered  and  paid. 

These  facts  concerning  the  physical  foundations  of  our  work  are 
most  encouraging.  They  are,  however,  foundations  upon  which  the 
more   valuable   structure   rises.     In   a   measure  we  are   freed   now   to 
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turn  our  attention  to  more  important  matters.     The  quality  of  our 
service  must  not  fail  to  improve  as  our  facilities  improve. 

Enrollment  During  Forty-four  Years. 

The  accompanying  chart  is  an  attempt  to  make  graphic  the  changes 
in  our  enrollment  during  the  last  forty-four  years.  The  steady  up- 
ward trend  in  the  number  of  students  above  the  grammar  grades  is 
very  encouraging,  while  the  retardation  and  fall  in  the  preparatory 
or  High  School  grades,  and  the  growth  in  college  registration  are  not 
only  significant,  but  call  for  interpretation.  Of  course,  the  figures  for 
1917-18   may  not  afford  good  bases  for  judgment. 

Abandonment  of  Secondary  Department  Inadvisable. 

There  are  those  who  rejoice  as  they  see  evidences  of  a  decline  in 
our  secondary  attendance.  But  no  one  on  the  ground  could  agree 
with  such  rejoicing.  The  number  of  students  who  receive  satisfactory 
High  School  training  outside  of  the  private  schools  is  altogether  too 
small  to  provide  sufficient  good  material  for  our  colleges.  It  will  be 
perhaps  twenty  years  before  Fisk,  for  the  sake  of  the  quality  of  its 
college  work  alone,  can  justly  abandon  its  secondary  department.  The 
lessening  growth  must  be  due  either  to  a  tendency  to  seek  other  pri- 
vate secondary  schools  for  reasons  of  economy,  or  because  our  sec- 
ondary school  is  losing  its  relatively  good  standing  for  reasons  which 
are  both  discoverable  and  remediable.  Our  standards  have  not  fallen. 
We  must  see  to  it  that  the  world  knows  they  have  risen. 

Model  Training  School. 

Our  Model  Training  School  is  prospering  this  year,  although  there 
is  a  loss  in  attendance  of  about  one  hundred.  This  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  Annex,  a  former  farm  house,  has  reached  such  a  state  of 
delapidation  that  it  can  no  longer  be  used.  "We  are  obliged  to  say 
no  to  the  urgent  appeals  of  parents  wishing  to  place  their  children 
in  the  kindergarten  and  in  the  first  and  second  grades.  Children  come 
from  long  distances  to  enter  the  higher  grades.  We  refuse  applica- 
tions every  year  because  we  have  no  home  accommodations  for  them. 
The  Training  School  building  proper  is  no  longer  adequate,  nor  is  it 
longer  a  model.  To  set  standards  for  our  neighborhood  and  to  fur- 
nish adequate  example  for  our  college  students  planning  to  teach  we 
need  an  additional  building.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  would  give  us 
a  chance  to  do  a  distinctive  work. 

Income  and   Expenditures. 

In  comparison  with  the  figures  for  attendance  it  will  be  interest- 
ing to  note  the  annual  incomes  and  expenditures  for  the  last  eight 
years : 
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For  the  year  ending  June  30.  Income.     Expenditure. 

1910   $51,667.81  $61,487.14 

1911    61,804.16  65,988.68 

1912    50,802.01  64,791.08 

1913    60,990.42  62,353.56 

1914    54,304.56  50,934.33 

1915 53,028.87  52,692.39 

1916 55,501.42  70,135.68 

1917 64,609.48  72,685.84 

For  the  current  year  our  estimated  expenditure  is  $69,285.00. 
Our  guarantee  fund  of  $10,000  per  year,  for  a  series  of  years,  has  now 
expired,  a  number  of  the  donors  have  died  or  are  unable  to  renew 
their  pledges.  Six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  is  available,  however, 
when  we  can  add  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  to  it.  We  ought 
to  go  beyond  the  $10,000  in  order  to  have  no  deficit  at  all  this  year. 
The  increase  of  two  dollars  per  month  in  our  charges  for  room  and 
board  and  increased  effort  to  hold  expenses  down  in  the  dining  room, 
will  probably  eliminate  the  usual  deficit  there.  There  may  remain  a 
lessened  deficit  on  our  dormitory  account. 

Financial    Reports. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  appended  reports  from  our  Treasurer, 
Mr.  Fairchild,  for  information  concerning  our  endowment  and  in- 
vested funds;  our  sources  of  income;  and  the  amount  of  fixed,  or  rela- 
tively fixed  income;  and  the  funds  available  in  case  we  meet  certain 
attendant  conditions.  It  is  worth  noting  that  the  income  from  endow- 
ment for  the  year  1914-15  was  $8,847.97,  and  the  corresponding  income 
for  1917-18  will  be  $14,800.00,  corresponding  to  gross  endowment  funds 
of  $190,592.65  and  $251,087.55. 

The  growth  of  annual  expenditures  for  current  needs  from  $50,- 
934.33  in  1914-15  to  $52,692.39,  $70,135.68  and  $72,685.84  in  the  three 
succeeding  years,  is  due  to  special  stringency  in  the  former  year  and 
enlargement  since  then  in  the  teaching  and  administration  force,  to 
large  increases  in  costs  of  material,  as  well  as  to  some  increases  in  the 
costs  of  service.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  expenditures  in  1911 
were  within  less  than  $6,000  of  those  for  1916. 

Salaries. 

Like  most  small  colleges,  and  particularly  like  most  colleges  estab- 
lished on  missionary  foundations,  Fisk  pays  poor  salaries  to  its  teach- 
ers. To  some  extent  this  has  proved  to  be  an  advantage,  for  while 
sometimes  it  may  have  attracted  the  less  competent,  in  the  long  run  it 
has  operated  to  select  the  finest  spirits  for  our  work.  Some  of  those 
who  have  worked  here  twenty  and  thirty  years  intensely  and  inten- 
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sively,  regardless  of  pay,  are  assets  such  as  no  salaries,  however  large, 
could  possibly  attract.  No  one  is  worthy  of  a  place  at  Fisk  who  works 
for  pay  or  in  proportion  to  pay.  Lack  of  funds  has  not  only  kept  sal- 
aries low,  but  has  also  kept  the  number  of  teachers  smaller  than  effi- 
ciency requires.  Although  recent  years  have  shown  some  increase  in 
numbers,  and  although  the  teaching  hours  of  teachers  in  the  college 
department  are  on  the  whole  now  not  more  excessive  than  is  common 
in  colleges  even  larger  than  ours,  yet  it  is  true  that  we  still  need 
a  number  of  additional  teachers  to  round  out  the  opportunities  we 
now  offer  our  students.  So  far,  however,  as  we  dare  delay  additions 
to  our  force,  we  ought  to  endeavor  to  deal  more  justly  with  those  who 
have  in  large  measure  themselves  paid  for  the  education  of  the  stu- 
dents in  their  charge.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  women  who 
teach;  their  claim  for  consideration  comes  prior  even  to  that  of  the 
poorly  paid  men. 

Our  teaching  force,  proper,  for  the  preparatory  and  college  de- 
partments, is  not  as  distinctly  divided  between  the  two  schools  as  it 
ought  to  be. 

Exclusive  of  teachers  of  music  we  have  this  year  thirty-one  teachers 
in  the  preparatory  and  college  departments.  Of  these,  nine  are  ex- 
clusively in  the  college,  five  of  whom,  however,  have  non-teaching 
duties"  taking  part  of  their  time.  Seven  of  those  who  teach  in  both 
departments  give  the  major  part  of  their  time  to  college  work. 

The  number  of  teachers  working  exclusively  in  the  college,  accord- 
ing to  the  Carnegie  Foundation,  should  be  six.  The  State  of  Iowa 
refuses  the  name  of  college  to  any  institution  having  less  than  ten. 
The  Association  of  American  Colleges  fixed  the  number  at  eight.  The 
Association  of  Colleges  for  Negro  Youth  lowers  the  number  to  four. 
Fisk  University  should  not  long  be  content  with  less  than  twelve. 

Collegiate  Organization. 

It  is  perhaps  somewhat  unfortunate  that  comparatively  little  re- 
search work  is  done  by  our  faculty,  but  our  major  function  is  teaching. 
It  is  important  that  we  find  the  best  equipped  teachers  that  the  coun- 
try affords.  Good  teachers  are  always  rare.  Nothing  should  stand 
in  the  way  of  finding  and  holding  them.  When  found,  the  teacher 
should  have  as  free  a  chance  to  express  his  personality  in  his  work 
as  his  training,  experience,  and  abilities  will  justify  and  the  collective 
interests  and  major  policies  of  the  University  permit.  In  an  insti- 
tution no  larger  than  ours,  even  more  than  in  others,  the  autocracy 
of  departmental  organization  should  continue  at  its  minimum.  In 
this  connection  let  me  quote  with  approval  from  the  annual  report 
of  the  President  of  Brown  University: 

"Another  change  that  is  already  under  way  is  a  release  from  the 
idea  of  a  permanent  and  authoritative  headship  of  each  department 
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of  study.  In  some  of  our  largest  universities  there  is  no  permanent 
head  in  any  department,  but  a  chairman  or  secretary  of  the  depart- 
ment is  chosen  annually  or  for  a  term  of  years.  At  Brown  no  teacher 
has  ever  been  appointed  by  the  Corporation  as  head  of  any  depart- 
ment, and  whatever  headship  has  existed  has  been  purely  a  matter  of 
tradition  or  custom.  Some  of  our  senior  professors  do  not  relish  ad- 
ministrative duties,  yet  have  questioned  whether  they  had  a  right 
to  transfer  them.  Some  of  our  departments  today  have  no  head  and 
do  not  desire  any,  finding  that  a  friendly  division  of  duties  meets 
every  need.  In  some  departments  there  are  two  or  three  teachers  of  co- 
ordinate rank,  no  one  of  whom  wishes  to  assume  a  lordship  over  his 
colleagues.  The  Association  of  American  University  Professors  has 
recently  used  vigorous  language  regarding  the  dangers  of  a  permanent 
headship  from  which  a  man  cannot  retire  without  implications  as  to 
success,  and  in  which  methods  may  be  easily  allowed  to  crystallize. 
Without  going  so  far  as  does  the  Association  in  declaring  that  the 
headship  can  be  held  by  'any  competent  drudge,'  we  may  believe  that 
in  each  department  containing  teachers  of  professorial  rank  a  secre- 
tary— who  may  be  the  senior  or  may  be  the  junior  teacher — should 
be  chosen  by  the  department  for  a  year  or  a  term  of  years.  Such  a. 
position  would  not  be  a  reward  of  merit,  but  a  temporary  post  of 
duty." 

Administration. 

In  his  report  the  Auditor  calls  attention  to  three  departments 
which  last  year  especially  overran  the  budget  estimates,  the  depart- 
ments of  administration,  the  dining  room,  and  the  dormitory.  He 
might  with  equal  accuracy  include  the  dairy  and  grounds.  These  de- 
ficiencies will  almost  certainly  be  reduced,  if  not  eliminated,  this  year 
with  the  exception  of  the  administrative.  The  expenditures  there 
amount  to  $11,260  for  the  salaries  of  the  President,  the  Treasurer,  the 
Dean,  the  Registrar,  the  Editor,  and  five  other  persons.  Of  the  $6,000 
additional  spent  on  administration,  nearly  $3,000  was  required  for  the 
publication  of  the  Fisk  News  (including  the  Fisk  catalog),  and  for 
postage,  telegrams  and  telephones.  These  are,  of  course,  items  of  im- 
perative importance,  if  we  are  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  public  by 
whose  generosity  we  live.  The  public  must  both  know  Fisk  and  be- 
lieve in  the  kind  and  excellence  of  the  work  we  do. 

Business   Manager. 

For  reasonable  efficiency  we  must  soon  have  a  Business  Manager; 
it  is  not  improbable  that  the  economies  he  could  effect  would  more 
than  cover  his  salary.  With  his  coming  the  energies  of  the  President 
and  other  officers  would  be  freed  for  other  and  very  important  things. 
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In  this  connection  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  our  teaching 
will  fall  far  short  of  achieving  the  results  we  expect,  unless  there  go 
with  it  an  efficient  organization  of  the  life  and  work  of  the  campus. 
With  these  two  elements  secured,  there  must  be  added  a  personaliza- 
tion of  relationships  without  which  there  is  not  likely  to  come  that 
.adjustment  by  the  student  to  people  and  to  the  world  which  is  so 
essential  to  happiness,  if  not  to  success.  We  do  far  better  by  our 
girls  in  these  latter  respects  than  we  do  by  our  boys.  The  President 
sees  certain  ways  of  approaching  this  problem,  but  they  involve  some 
expense. 

Military  Drill. 

Fisk  has  introduced  military  drill  to  the  extent  of  one  hour  per 
week,  and  made  it  compulsory  upon  all  male  students.  This  will 
make  the  soldier  life  a  little  easier  when  the  call  comes,  and  may  en- 
able the  students  who  are  drafted  to  make  themselves  more  effective 
in  the  army,  and  so  bring  more  quickly  such  promotion  as  their  gen- 
eral education  will  justify. 

The  War  and    Registration. 

Thus  far  the  war  has  affected  our  registration  comparatively  little. 
If  a  general  call  shall  come  within  the  next  six  months,  as  seems  prob- 
able, for  the  young  manhood  of  the  country  to  enter  the  army,  our 
enrollment  of  young  men  may  shrink  to  very  small  proportions.  Some 
of  our  instructors  may  be  called  to  the  colors.  It  may  be  necessary 
next  year  very  sensibly  to  reduce  the  number  of  elective  courses  and  to 
leave  some  vacancies  in  our  usually  necessary  teaching  force. 

Intercollegiate  Sports,   Elimination   of. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  war,  we  have  deemed  it  wise  to  eliminate 
intercollegiate  sports  for  the  present.  Whatever  may  be  thought  in 
larger  institutions,  where  students  by  the  thousands  are  left  even 
after  heavy  depletions  and  where  funds  are  much  more  available  than 
with  us,  and  where  competitors  of  college  rank  are  much  more  accessi- 
ble, it  is  certainly  beyond  question  that  a  relatively  small  institution 
like  ours  will  follow  out  the  advice  of  the  Government,  and  the  be- 
hests of  patriotism  when  and  if  we  succeed  in  developing  intra-mural 
games,  bringing  every  student  into  them  as  actors  rather  than  as 
spectators.  Although  the  president  of  Brown  University  in  his  report 
of  October  17,  1917,  indicates  the  continuance  with  his  nearly  600  male 
college  students  (as  against  our  106)  of  "wholesome  out-door  sports," 
even  though  with  crippled  teams  and  reduced  schedules;  yet  he  speaks 
wisely  when  he  concludes  that  "if  our  colleges  are  compelled  this  year 
vto  do  without  'star'  athletes,  without  training  table  or  expensive  equip- 
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merit,  we  may  well  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  new  program  of  en- 
forced virtue,  and  anticipate  the  achievement  of  long-needed  reform.1" 
(The  italics  are  mine.) 

Inventory. 

As  reported  last  year,  I  arranged  for  a  complete  inventory  of  the 
contents  of  our  buildings.  The  teachers  and  officers  worked  diligently, 
and  completed  the  task  before  leaving  the  campus  in  June.  It  will 
probably  be  necessary  to  go  over  the  lists  again  this  year  and  make 
additions  and  corrections  made  necessary  by  the  improvements  of 
the  year. 

Crowded   Class   Rooms. 

Although  many  of  the  teachers  have  been  transferred  from  the 
dormitories,  and  although  a  neighboring  house  has  been  rented  to 
provide  for  an  overflow  from  Jubilee  Hall,  still  the  girls'  dormitory  is 
overcrowded.  Even  more  serious  is  the  pressure  for  class  rooms.  The 
chemistry  department  has  no  recitation  room  at  all;  the  students  re- 
cite in  the  laboratories.  This  is  only  suggestive  of  many  pressing 
needs  in  that  department. 

Chemistry  Department. 

The  heavy  increase  in  the  registration  in  chemistry  is  both  a  matter 
of  satisfaction  and  a  matter  of  solicitude.  It  has  been  necessary  to 
restrict  registration  this  year.  So  far  as  our  students  above  the 
freshman  class  have  indicated  their  major  interest,  28  have  chosen 
chemistry,  as  against  19  in  the  next  most  largely  chosen  subject.  The 
present  enrollment  is  73,  as  compared  with  85  in  social  science  and 
80  in  English. 

Manual   Training. 

As  previously  reported,  I  suspended  the  courses  in  manual  train- 
ing until  we  could  handle  them  with  greater  effectiveness  through  an 
instructor  more  highly  trained  than  we  have  had  in  the  past.  It 
takes  a  greater  specialization,  probably,  to  make  this  work  truly  edu- 
cational than  for  most  subjects.  Manual  dexterity,  even  manual  power 
without  vision  is  bound  to  be  limited  in  value,  if  not  completely  in- 
effective. Our  present  instructor  was  trained  first  at  Tuskegee,  then 
at  Knoxville  College,  and  now  devotes  his  vacations  to  graduate  train- 
ing along  the  same  lines  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  He  has  al- 
ready given  new  quality  to  the  work.  His  ambitions  for  a  wise  de- 
velopment at  Fisk  wait  only  upon  the  comparatively  small  funds  which 
they  require.  Fisk  aims  in  manual  training,  as  also  in  agriculture, 
to  give  such  an  understanding  of  the  concrete  and  practical  problems 
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of  the  world  as  will  adapt  our  graduates  to  service  in  the  most  prac- 
tical of  schools,  urban  and  rural,  in  the  increasingly  practical  world 
into  which  we  are  entering. 

Business  Training. 

With  a  similar  purpose  of  putting  trained  abilities  at  the  service 
of  the  world  we  are  this  year  giving  high-grade  courses  in  accountancy 
and  insurance.     Next  year  we  hope  to  add  banking. 

Other  Departments. 

It  would  be  futile  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  value  and  needs 
of  all  our  departments.  Those  mentioned  are  samples  of  many.  We 
are  going  to  continue  to  do  our  best  with  the  resources  we  have.  In 
the  brighter  day  ahead  the  public  will  provide  the  means  for  an  even 
larger  work.  In  the  meantime  our  standards  will  not  be  lowered.  We 
owe  this  to  our  students.  We  owe  it  to  the  public  interested  in  our 
work. 

Elective  Courses. 

The  new  requirements  for  graduation  as  reported  last  year  is  work- 
ing rather  unusually  well.  Any  system  of  electives  and  elective  majors 
has  its  difficulties.  Our  object  was  to  allow  a  wider  range  of  special- 
izations than  was  possible  when  we  had  just  four  courses.  At  the 
present  time  we  have  students  offering  majors  in  eleven  different 
lines.  As  we  grow  in  numbers  and  facilities  we  shall  without  substan- 
tial change  of  system,  be  able  to  offer  an  even  wider  range  of  oppor- 
tunities to  our  students.  They  will  thus  be  able  to  fit  themselves 
for  some  specific  task  without  losing  the  general  training  and  culture 
of  a  strong  college  course. 

Dr.  Charles  J.   Ryder. 

Since  our  last  meeting  our  Trustee,  Dr.  Charles  J.  Ryder,  long  the 
secretary  of  our  Board,  our  loyal  friend  and  advocate,  has  passed  on 
to  his  reward.  I  am  sure  the  Board  will  seek  by  suitable  resolutions 
to  express  the  loss  we  have  sustained  and  to  convey  to  Mrs.  Ryder 
and  family  our  profoundest  sympathy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Fayette  Avery  McKenzie,  President. 
January  25,  1917. 
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TREASURER'S  STATEMENT. 


President  F.  A.  McKenzie: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  Balance  Sheets  and 
Income  and  Expenditure  Accounts  herewith  for  year  ending  June  30, 
1917,  and  would  refer  to  the  following  points: 

1.  An  inventory  of  equipment  and  all  contents  of  buildings,  and  of 
the  buildings  themselves,  was  made  near  the  close  of  the  year,  and 
the  adjustment  of  the  book  values  accordingly  shows  an  increase  for 
plant  and  equipment  of  over  $26,000.00;  a  part  of  this  is  simply  due 
to  the  new  appraisal  of  the  same  property  and  a  part  to  new  equip- 
ment secured  by  funds  from  the  Special  Building  and  Improvement 
Fund.  It  should  be  said,  however,  that  the  value  of  the  new  heating 
plant  does  not  appear  in  this  report,  having  been  erected  subsequent  to 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  Endowment  Balance  Sheet  shows  an  increase  of  investments 
of  $10,500.00. 

2.  The  total  receipts  from  students  in  tuition  and  fees  shows  a 
very  slight  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

3.  Receipts  from  Endowment  Income  show  increase  of  a  little  over 
$1,000.00. 

4.  Donations  received  show  the  fifth  and  last  payment  of  the  ten 
thousand  dollars  contributed  by  Mr.  Rosenwald  and  his  associates. 
It  is  quite  imperative  that  a  similar  circle  of  donors  shall  be  secured 
for  a  like  period  to  meet  current  expenses  of  the  present  and  follow- 
ing years. 

The  special  appropriation  from  the  Hand  Fund  for  Student  Aid  has 
now  been  withdrawn  by  the  A.  M.  A.,  only  a  small  part  of  that  ap- 
propriation appearing  in  the  last  year,  and  it  ceased  after  October, 
1916,  but  the  regular  appropriations  of  the  A.  M.  A.  and  Slater  Fund 
remain  unchanged. 

The  generous  gift  to  Current  Expenses  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Education  Board  of  $10,000.00  comes  into  the  report  which  we  are 
now  considering  and  hag  also  been  voted  for  this  current  year  and 
paid  in  full. 

5.  The  Building  and  Improvement  Fund  makes  only  a  small  show- 
ing in  this  past  year,  but  since  July  1,  1917,  it  has  been  quite  an 
active  factor  in  occupying  the  Treasurer's  attention,  and  a  full  ac- 
counting of  it  should  be  a  part  of  the  next  report  from  this  office. 

Turning  now  to  the  needs  of  the  current  year,  I  have  to  report: 
I.    A  slight  decrease  in  the  debt  owing  to  the  Fourth  and  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  this  city,  the  only  institution  holding  any  of  the  Uni- 
versity's paper.    Notes  payable  have  decreased  since  July  1,  1917,  very 
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slightly  over  $2,500.00.  This  is  due  to  funds  amounting  to  $11,000.00' 
appropriated  from  the  Building  and  Improvement  Fund  which  were 
paid  on  these  notes  at  the  bank,  but  the  necessity  of  meeting  back  bills 
in  July  required  considerable  borrowing  again,  but  not  up  to  the  previ- 
ous amount.  However,  it  should  be  said  that  nearly  $15,000.00  of  this 
indebtedness  at  the  bank  was  incurred  in  order  to  purchase  the 
Waterman  House  and  Hoffman  Hall  properties. 

II.  Annuity  funds  were  increased  last  year  $1,000.00,  and  this  year 
again  $1,000.00,  both  increases  coming  from  Dr.  Lyman  B.  Sperry,  of 
Los  Angeles,  California. 

III.  Of  course,  the  necessity  for  funds  to  meet  current  bills  is  al- 
ways a  cause  of  anxiety.  Since  July  1,  1917,  the  Treasurer  has  paid 
the  bills  remaining  unpaid  on  June  30,  and  considerable  sums  on  cur- 
rent accounts.  However,  there  remains  unpaid  December  31,  1917,  the 
sum  of  $10,850.00.  This  amount  includes  bills  incurred  with  merchants 
and  supply  houses,  to  the  end  of  December,  1917,  but  has  no  relation 
to   Building   Fund   accounts. 

IV.  In  spite  of  the  constantly  increasing  cost  of  supplies  for  the 
dining  room  and  dormitories  we  have  considerable  hope,  in  view  of 
economies  which  have  been  this  year  inaugurated  in  these  departments, 
that  a  better  financial  showing  can  be  made  in  these  two  accounts. 
It  should  also  be  noted  that  the  price  of  board  to  the  students  has 
been  raised  this  year  from  $14.00  to  $16.00  a  month. 

V.  It  has  been  the  established  policy  to  regard  salaries  and  wages 
due  to  members  of  the  faculty  and  the  work-people  as  constituting  a 
preferred  claim  upon  the  treasury  and  these  have  always  been  promptly 
paid  when  due.  The  monthly  pay  roll,  for  a  large  part  of  the  year, 
paid  to  teachers  and  officers  of  the  University,  amounts  to  slightly 
over   $3,800.00,  and   yet  the   salaries   paid   are  notoriously   inadequate. 

VI.  An  earnest  effort  was  made  early  this  fall  by  Dr.  DeBerry  and 
seconded  by  many  of  the  Alumni  to  raise  additional  money  to  com- 
plete the  $300,000.00  fund  of  1911.  It  came  in  in  very  many  amounts, 
varying  from  one  to  ten  dollars,  only  a  few  gifts  exceeded  the  larger 
amount,  and  all  together  $1,012.50  was  received. 

It  is  of  extreme  importance  that  the  full  fund  shall  be  made  up 
in  order  to  secure  from  sundry  large  donors  the  full  balances  of  their 
subscriptions. 

In  this  connection,  however,  I  would  urge  that  whatever  part  of 
this  fund  is  held  in  deposit  in  New  York  should  as  soon  as  possible 
be  invested  in  6  per  cent  securities,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  endow* 
ment  money. 

VII.  The  Treasurer  has  at  various  times  in  the  past  recommended  that 
an  investing  committee  should  be  appointed  consisting  of  three  men 
located  in  Nashville,  who  have  thorough  knowledge  of  local  conditions 
and  property  values,  and  he  herewith  repeats  the  recommendation.     It 
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should  be  said  that  the  present  management  of  investments,  which 
rests  almost  entirely  in  Mr.  Geo.  I.  Waddey's  hands,  has  given  Fisk 
a  splendid  line  of  gilt-edge  securities,  and  it  cannot  be  hoped  that  any 
greater  success  can  be  attained  by  such  an  investing  committee  than 
Mr.  Waddey  has  secured  in  the  past  dozen  years  or  more,  but,  consid- 
ering the  relative  life  of  any  man  and  such  an  institution  as  Fisk,  it 
must  be  seen  that  our  present  method  is  at  best  a  temporary  one. 
However,  I  should  hope,  whatever  improvement  in  method  is  devised, 
that  Mr.  Waddey  may  still  continue  to  give  Fisk  his  invaluable  assist- 
ance as  long  as  health  and  life  are  spared  to  him. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  T.  Fairchild,  Treasurer. 


TREASURER'S    REPORT,    YEAR    ENDING    JUNE    30,    1917. 
Balance  Sheet,  General  and  Special  Fund  Account. 

ASSETS. 

Current  Assets: 

Cash , $  608.18 

Accounts  receivable,  less  reserve    296.91 

Unexpired   insurance    207.85 

Book  Store  inventory 498.52 

Total   current  assets    $     1,611.46 

Educational  Plant: 

Land,  campus  72,484.00 

Buildings    as    appraised    $289,804.45 

Less  reserve  for  depreciation 35,323.80 —  254,480.65 

Equipment  inventoried,  1917    69,645.76 

Total  Educational  Plant 396,610.41 

Investment  of  General  and  Special  Funds: 

Mortgages  on  real  estate   1,983.43 

Life  Policy,  premiums  paid    75.17 


2,058.60 


$400,280.47 
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LIABILITIES    AND    FUNDS. 

Current  Liabilities: 

Notes  payable  $  41,300.00 

Accounts  payable    12,665.74 

Total  current  liabilities $  53,965.74 

Special  Funds: 

Geo.  L.  White,  for  Conservatory  of  Music 1,232.65 

Unexpended  balance,  Teachers'  Scholarships..  150.00 

Donations  received  in  advance  200.00 

Building  and  Improvement  Fund 139.78 


1,722.43 


General  Capital  Fund: 

Balance,  June  30,  1916 324,112.90 

Add   Appropriation    from    Building     and     Im- 
provement Fund  for  purchase  of  real  estate       5,350.00 
Adjustment  of  equipment  account  to  Inventory 

value    27,345.76 

356,808.66 
Deduct    Deficit   Income,   1916-17.  ..  .$8,076.36 
Depreciation  of  buildings  4,140.00—     12,216.36 


344,592.30 

$400,280.47 

Investment  of  Endowment  Funds: 

Real  estate    $     7,250.00 

Mortgages  on  real  estate 199,141.57 

Bonds  of  corporations  35,256.20 

Bank  Deposits    439.78 

Notes   receivable    9,000.00 

Total  securities $251,087.55 


Endowment  Funds: 

General  endowment    $201,197.93 

Professorship    endowment    8,788.14 

Library  endowment    8,994.22 

Scholarship   endowment    25,107.26 

Annuity  funds    7,000.00 

Total  endownment  funds   $251,087.55 
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Income  and  Expenditure  Account,  Year  Ending  June  30,  1917. 

Income. 

From  Students: 

Tuition:  Arts  and   Sciences    $  8,334.50 

Music   School    4,597.35 

Training  School    603.90— $13,535.75 

Sundry  Fees:    Laboratories    837.53 

Library   405.21 

Miscellaneous    1,423.29—     2,666.03— $16,201.78 


From  Endowment  Fund: 

Interest $13,887.51 

Rent  of  Real  Estate 318.40— $14,205.91 

From  Gifts  for  Current  Purposes: 

For  designated  purposes:  Slater  fund  for  sal- 
aries       2,000.00 

Reg.  Appropriation  A.  M.  A.  for  salaries 5,500.01 

Special  appropriation,  A.  M.  A.  Hand  Fund  for 

Student  Aid    375.00 

Other  Donors  for  Student  Aid 2,517.00 

Miscellaneous  116.50 

10,508.51 
Not   Designated:    Various   Donors   for   general 

purposes    22,424.33—  32,932.84 

From  Other  Sources: 

Jubilee   Quartette,    net    394.28 

Appropriation  from  Building  Fund  for  cam- 
paign expenses  247.32 

Miscellaneous    627.35—    1,268.95 

Total   income    64,609.48 

Deficit  for  current  purposes  for  the  year  . .  8,076.36 

•     $72,685.84 
Expenditure.  = 

Departments  of  Instruction: 

Arts  and  Sciences    $21,326.28 

Music   School    4,525.23 

Training   School    2,230.36 

Library    860.05— $28,941.92 
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Other  Activities: 

Dormitories,  net    5,638.66 

Dining  room,  net 4,839.07 

Laundry,  net 371.16 

Dairy  and  grounds,  net   1,682.41 

Book  Store,  net  173.08—  12,704.38 

Operation  and  maintenance  of  plant,  including  re- 
pairs and  maintenance  of  buildings,  fuel,  light, 
water  and  cleaning  not  charged  to  "other 
activities"    7,657.87 

Administration,  including  salaries  and  office  ex- 
penses of  President,  Treasurer,  Registrar,  etc.  17,296.65 

Student  Aid  Expenses  939.22 

Aid  to  students 2,149.46—     3,088.68 


Interest  payable 2,730.52 

Other   expenses 265.82 


Total  expenditures   $72,685.84 


EDITORIAL. 


A  VICTORY  FOR  THE  CAUCASIAN  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 


If  I  held  a  brief  for  my  race,  alone;  and  was  not  jealous  for  the 
honor  and  integrity  of  the  white  race,  the  welfare  of  the  Indian,  the 
Japanese,  and  the  Chinese,  I  would  write  an  appraisal  of  the  value 
to  my  race  of  the  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  subject 
of  segregation. 

But  the  question  is  more  important  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  white  race  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  government  than 
from  that  of  the  personal  happiness  of  my  race;  for  we  are  but  twelve 
millions  in  number,  and  an  injury  done  to  us  is  an  injury  done  to  but 
twelve  millions;  but  the  moral  damage  done  through  the  injustice 
is  to  the  character  of  the  remaining  ninety  millions  of  our  white  fellow- 
citizens,  and  is  a  menace  to  the  stability  of  the  government  which  they 
administer  and  control. 
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Do  Not  Rebuke  Them. 

We  cannot  find  it  in  our  heart  to  blame  the  colored  people  in  the 
United  States  for  rejoicing  that  the  Federal  Supreme  Court,  without 
a  dissenting  vote,  has  decreed  that  residential  segregation  of  races, 
a  la  Louisville,  is  unconstitutional;  and  that  we  are  hailing  the  deci- 
sion as  "a  victory  for  the  colored  people." 

Examined  from  one  angle,  that  decision  may  be  called  one  for  my 
race.  If  we  are  thinking  of  the  action  of  the  colored  citizens  in  legally 
opposing  the  Louisville  ordinance,  framed,  as  they  felt,  by  persons 
antagonistic  to  their  interests,  we  may  regard  it  as  a  victory.  But 
if  we  are  careful  to  examine  every  phase  of  the  subject,  we  shall  not 
escape  the  conclusion  that  the  victory  belongs  to  the  white  race  in 
the  United  States. 

A  Proof  of  Confidence  in  the  Government. 

Let  us  not  even  seem  to  minimize  the  value  of  the  efforts  made  by 
my  people  to  give  the  nation,  through  the  forms  of  law,  an  oppor- 
tunity to  say  where  it  stands  on  the  question  of  increasing  caste  dis- 
tinctions. The  United  States  may  well  regard  these  efforts  as  a  token 
that  her  colored  citizens  have  not  lost  faith  in  their  government — 
their  government  by  birth  as  well  as  by  law.  When  one  remembers 
that  the  general  impression  among  the  colored  people  is  that  the 
American  courts  are  not  friendly  disposed  toward  them  and  that  a 
long  line  of  adverse  judicial  decisions  have  seemed  to  give  grounds 
for  this  belief,  the  impression  grows  that  the  submission  of  their  brief 
against  caste  to  the  Supreme  Court,  by  my  race,  in  the  face  of  the 
facts  just  recited,  is  one  of  the  highest  proofs  that  we  have  confi- 
dence in  the  ultimate  good  faith  and  justice  of  our  government.  That 
in  the  face  of  adverse  decision  after  adverse  decision,  this  race  should 
still  feel  that  if  they  can  present  their  case  properly,  they  can  get  a 
favorable  decision  on  the  merits  of  the  claims  presented  is  a  healthy 
sign  for  our  Republic,  in  that  it  indicates,  on  the  part  of  the  colored 
people,  an  abiding  belief  that  ours  is  still  a  government  "for  the  peo- 
ple," even  though  that  phrase  includes  twelve  millions  of  my  race. 

But  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  this  case,  was  not  in  its 
essence,  a  victory  for  my  race.  We  may  say  that  it  was  a  source  of 
gratification  and  comfort  to  all  of  us,  and  that  it  has  cheered  our 
hearts.  We,  as  well  as  every  Caucasian-American,  must  appreciate 
all  that  colored  men  and  women  did  to  give  the  white  race  a  chance 
to  win  the  victory;  but  we  did  not  win  the  victory — we  could  not  win 
it.  We  won  a  distinct  victory  over  ourselves  when  we  put  behind  us, 
as  we  should  have  done,  the  memory  of  the  social  odds  against  which 
we  labor  under  law,  and  with  our  accustomed  cheerfulness  shouldered 
arms  and  marched  away  to  fight  for  our  native  land  in  the  present 
war,  not  entirely  for  benefits  received,  but  because  we  are  loyal,  native- 
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born  citizens  of  the  United  States,  against  whom  not  even  an  enemy 
has  been  able  to  bring  a  charge  of  racial  treachery  and  disloyalty 
without  being  laughed  out  of  court.  That  was  our  victory  for  the 
year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen.  But  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  matter  of  segregation  was  a  distinct, 
clean-cut,  unquestioned  victory  for  the  white  race  in  the  United  States. 

Some  Negatives  and  the  Issue  at  Bar. 

Before  that  Court,  the  issue  at  bar  was  not  one  between  the  col- 
ored people  of  Louisville  and  the  municipality  which  framed  the 
ordinance,  although  it  appeared  to  be;  it  was  not  between  colored 
people  of  the  South  and  white  people  of  the  South  in  whose  section 
of  the  country  the  general  principle  of  segregation  is  upheld  under 
sanction  of  law,  although  it  appeared  to  be;  it  was  not  between  the 
North  as  representing  one  view  of  equity  for  my  race  and  the  South 
as  representing  another,  although  it  appeared  to  be;  it  was  not  the 
Federal  Government  as  a  thing  apart,  ruling  adversely  against  a  prac- 
tice of  the  South  as  another  thing  apart,  although  it  appeared  to  be; 
nor  was  it  in  the  slightest  degree  one  between  all  the  colored  people 
of  the  United  States  and  all  of  the  white  people  of  this  country,  al- 
though it  appears  to  be  on  casual  examination.  It  was  none  of  these 
things  which  appeared  on  the  surface. 

The  issue  at  oar  was  between  the  universal  and  ages-old  desire  of 
human  beings  to  create  superior  and  inferior  classes  of  men,  to  desig- 
nate separate  classes  for  them,  and  to  control  without  equity  those 
too  weak  to  make  resistance,  on  the  one  hand;  and  the  character  of 
the  white  race  in  the '  United  States,  on  the  other  hand.  When  Mr. 
Justice  Day  read  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  Court,  nullifying  the 
Louisville  ordinance  and  voicing  the  opinion  that  there  is  a  limit  even 
to  segregation,  the  world  knew  that  the  white  race  had  won  and  had 
triumphed  over  those  selfish  inclinations  the  following  of  which  no 
race  can  justify  to  the  spirit  of  Christianity  nor  acknowledge  without 
deep  moral  abasement  before  the  shrines  and  inner  sanctums  of  its 
highest  self. 

Absent  from  National  Councils. 

No  member  of  the  darker  race  sits  in  the  august  body  which  we 
call  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  The  Executive  of  the 
nation  is  a  member  of  the  white  race;  and  there  is  not  a  member  of 
my  race  in  the  Congress  of  our  country.  In  national  affairs,  the  col- 
ored man's  voice  is  silent.  In  influence  and  physical  power  he  stands, 
as  over  against  the  white  race,  naked  and  impotent.  No  judge  who 
joined  in  that  great  decision  of  the  court  needed  to  fear  anything  from 
the  political,  financial,  or  moral  influence  of  the  Negro.  Hence,  noth- 
ing that  attorneys  for  my  race  could  say  needed  to  have  any  weight; 
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for  the  Constitution  has  removed  the  members  of  this  court  from  the 
reach  of  petty  political  spite  and  revenge.  Under  this  circumstance 
of  the  colored  man's  impotence,  he  was  no  more  than  one  who  stood 
holding  ajar  the  door  to  the  higher  self  of  the  white  race  and  bidding 
it  enter  in;  but  we  had  no  power  to  compel  that  race  to  enter  that 
sanctum.  And,  so,  when  the  decision  was  rendered,  it  was  neither 
our  might  nor  influence  which  spoke  through  the  court. 

Voices  Which  Spoke  Through  Court's  Decision. 

The  South.  Who  spoke?  These  were  they  who  spoke:  The  South 
itself  had  voice.  There  was  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court,  the  ven- 
erable Edward  Douglass  White,  of  Louisiana,  a  Southerner  of  South- 
erners, a  man  who  had  fought  to  uphold  the  institution  of  slavery  in 
the  bloody  sixties;  who  had  served  in  the  state  senate  of  Louisiana; 
had  sat  on  the  Supreme  Court  bench  of  that  state;  whose  knowledge  of 
the  law  had  been  so  wide  that  it  had  moved  Georgetown,  St.  Louis,  and 
Harvard  universities  to  call  him  doctor  of  laws,  and  Trinity  to  make 
him  doctor  of  canon  law;  and  his  sense  of  the  nature  of  the  Federal 
Union,  its  powers  and  duties  was  so  clear  that  a  Republican  President 
had  elevated  him  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  the  greatest  judicial  body  in 
the  world.  Through  him  the  finer  South  spoke  just  as  it  did  when 
he  wrote  the  Court's  decision  declaring  the  "Grandfather  Clauses" 
of  certain  state  constitutions  unconstitutional.  That  part  of  the  South 
was  speaking  which  needs  no  defense  before  the  conscience  of  the 
world  and  the  bar  of  God,  that  part  and  spirit  of  the  South  of  which 
no  white  man  needs  to  be  ashamed. 

And  there  was  Mr.  Justice  James  Clark  McReynolds,  of  Tennes- 
see. He,  too,  represented  the  South  in  her  finer  moods.  He  had  been 
educated  in  Vanderbilt  University  in  Nashville,  one  of  the  most  lib- 
eral seats  of  learning  in  the  entire  South;  and  in  the  University  of 
Virginia. 

It  does  not  matter  that  these  two  judges  spoke  not  for  another 
group  of  their  neighbors  who  do  not  follow  them  in  their  vision  of 
a  great  country  striving  to  attain  to  an  ideal  of  strictest  justice  to 
all.  They  spoke,  nevertheless,  for  the  morality,  Christianity,  and  in- 
telligence of  the  South — for  that  morality,  Christianity,  and  intelli- 
gence in  one  of  the  groups  of  the  white  race  in  the  South  which  must 
triumph  if  the  Caucasian  is  to  save  his  own  civilization  from  the 
profanation  of  his  own  hands.  The  South  cannot  hang  its  head  in 
shame  because  of  the  characters  of  Justices  White  and  McReynolds. 

New  England.  New  England,  glorious  old  New  England,  born  out 
of  the  hatred  of  oppression  which  filled  the  souls  of  her  founders, 
spoke  through  two  of  her  illustrious  sons — Mr.  Justice  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes  and  Mr.  Justice  Louis  Brandeis.  All  of  the  culture  of  New 
England  which  Harvard  and  Yale  represent  had  met  in  Justice  Holmes, 
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in  testimony  of  which  the  universities  of  Berlin  and  Oxford  had 
stamped  him  as  a  citizen  of  the  world.  And  he  was  the  spiritual  heir 
of  his  father,  Dr.  Holmes,  singer  of  national  ideals.  One  can  easily 
conceive  of  the  son  as  pondering  over  these  words  from  the  pen  of 
his  illustrious  sire — 

"Stand  for  the  right  till  the  nations  shall  own 
Freedom  their  sovereign,  with   law  for  her  throne"; 

and  those  other  solemn  words — 

"And  God  love  us  as  we  love  thee, 
Thrice  holy  Flower  of  Liberty." 

No  man  can  entirely  escape  such  a  heritage  as  is  that  of  Justice 
Holmes;  and,  so,  his  social  background  was  speaking  through  him 
when  he  voted  against  segregation. 

And  there,  too,  was  Mr.  Justice  Brandeis — Kentuckian  by  birth  but 
New  Englander  by  education  and  adoption.  More  than  this:  He  is 
a  member  of  a  race  which  has  known  sorrows  and  oppressions  and 
which  is  "well  acquainted  with  grief"  in  many  lands.  To  his  fore- 
fathers God  gave  the  Divine  Law  on  Sinai,  and  they  through  Judah 
gave  true  religion  to  the  world.  We  say  in  all  reverence  that  through 
this  son  of  Israel,  seated  as  of  right  a  representative  of  his  race  ought 
to  be  in  earth's  highest  court  of  law  and  equity,  there  was  speaking 
when  the  Court  decided  against  segregation  the  religious  and  ethical 
heritage  of  the  children  of  Abraham,  sons  of  the  world's  greatest  law- 
giver to  whom  the  Father  of  all  nations  gave  this  command,  "Thou 
shalt  not  wrest  the  judgment  of  thy  poor  in  his  cause,"  "But  thou 
shalt  remember  that  thou  wast  a  bondman  in  Egypt,  and  the  Lord 
thy  God  redeemed  thee  thence."  No  wonder  that  this  man,  often  called 
the  "People's  Attorney,"  should  have  voted  against  the  extension  of 
caste;  for  whether  he  was  conscious  of  it  or  not,  the  God  of  his  fathers 
was  speaking  through  him. 

The  West.  We  have  not  always  correctly  appraised  the  West; 
but  in  the  persons  of  Mr.  Justice  Willis  Van  Devanter,  of  Wyoming, 
and  Mr.  Justice  Joseph  McKenna,  of  California,  that  section  had  two 
able  spokesmen.  Justice  Van  Devanter  is  in  very  truth  a  disciple  of 
the  law.  A  graduate  of  Asbury  (now  De  Pauw)  University  and  of 
the  Cincinnati  Law  School,  he  has  made  the  law  his  master  passion. 
Practicing  attorney  in  Indiana,  Commissioner  to  revise  the  statutes 
of  Wyoming,  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Wyoming 
Territorial  Legislature,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  that 
State,  Assistant  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and  United 
States  Circuit  Judge,  His  Honor  was  steeped  in  the  highest  traditions 
of  bench  and  bar;   and  it  must  be  believed  that  all  of  these  traditions 
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were  speaking  through  him  when  he  cast  his  vote  against  residential 
segregation. 

So,  too,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Justice  McKenna.  He  had  been  a  prose- 
cuting attorney  in  California,  member  of  that  State's  legislature,  and 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  had  been  a  Federal  Circuit  Judge, 
and  an  Assistant  Attorney  General  under  our  Government.  He  had 
pleaded  for  equity  and  had  administered  equity;  and  it  is  not  doubted 
that  the  finest  spirit  of  law  and  equity  as  practiced  in  the  West 
spoke  through  him  as  it  spoke  through  Justice  Van  Devanter  when 
the  two  cast  their  votes  against  caste  and  in  favor  of  benevolent  democ- 
racy. And  these  two  votes  are  all  the  more  significant  when  it  is 
remembered  that  some  of  the  States  of  the  West,  because  of  their 
determination  to  segregate  certain  of  their  alien  population,  have 
often  been  near  to  embroiling  this  country  in  wars  with  foreign  coun- 
tries on  this  issue.  The  vote  of  the  West,  therefore,  spoke  eloquently 
of  a  recognition  of  the  fact  that  whatever  the  merits  of  the  argument 
for  segregation  of  aliens  (a  segregation  which  cannot  easily  be  de- 
fended on  grounds  of  equity),  the  members  of  my  race  in  this  country 
are  citizens  and  are  entitled  to  help  bear  all  the  burdens  and  share 
in  all  the  benefits  of  that  status. 

Lower  Northern  States.  Similarly,  the  lower  Northern  States 
spoke  through  Mr.  Justice  Mahlon  Pitney,  of  New  Jersey.  The  records 
says  that  New  Jersey  refused  to  ratify  the  Fifteenth  Amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  granting  the  right  of  suffrage 
to  the  Freedmen;  but  the  judge  just  mentioned,  who  held  degrees  from 
Princeton  and  Rutgers,  who  had  sat  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  been  President  of  the  New  Jersey  Senate,  a  Justice  of  the 
State  Supreme  Court,  and  Chancellor  of  the  Commonwealth,  was  speak- 
ing for  that  group  of  twenty-three  Northern  States,  New  Jersey  in- 
cluded, which  did  ratify  the  Fourteenth  Amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  protection  to  citizens  there  guaranteed;  and  for  that 
obedience  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Union  which  is  part  of  the  glori- 
ous heritage   of  the  Northern  States. 

Middle  West  and  Central  States.  Illustrious  old  Ohio  spoke  for 
the  Middle  West  and  the  North  Central  States  through  a  man  who 
drew  his  love  and  veneration  of  the  law  from  the  breath  of  his  sire; 
and  through  his  fellow  Ohioan,  Mr.  Justice  John  H.  Clarke.  Justice 
William  Rufus  Day  is  the  son  of  a  former  Chief  Justice  of  Ohio.  He 
holds  degrees  from  the  University  of  Michigan  and  the  College  of 
the  City  of  New  York;  has  practiced  law;  been  a  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  Ohio;  has  been  both  a  Federal  Circuit  Judge  and 
District  Judge;  United  States  Secretary  of  State;  and  Chairman  of 
the  United  States  Peace  Commissioners  to  Paris  at  the  close  of  the 
Spanish-American  War.  All  of  that  culture,  all  of  that  experience, 
all  of  that  contact  with  the  larger  life  of  the  Republic,  all  of  Ohio's 


Pisk  University  News  25 

greatness,  all  of  the  great  sons  which  she  has  given  to  fill  the  Presi- 
dent's office,  all  of  the  precious  contributions  which  the  States  sur- 
rounding her  have  made  to  our  national  life,  were  speaking  through 
Justices  Day  and  Clarke  when  the  former's  opinion  against  segrega- 
tion was  adopted  as  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  Court. 

These  Voices  Must  Not  Cease. 

All  of  these  voices  represent  the  finest  idealism  of  our  Republic, 
and  they  must  not  cease  in  the  land  if  the  nation  is  to  endure. 
Noting  the  numerical  balance  of  races  in  the  United  States,  I  do  not 
fear  that  the  darker  races  can  succeed,  if  they  would,  in  subverting 
the  government  and  social  institutions  over  which  the  white  race  pre- 
sides. But  I  do  fear,  and  I  fear  often,  that  because  of  these  races  and 
their  oft-times  helplessness,  the  white  race,  through  its  unrestrained 
power  to  deal  with  them,  will  destroy  with  its  own  hands  the  struc- 
ture bequeathed  to  it  by  the  fathers  who  conceived  this  nation  in  liberty. 
The  voices  mentioned  in  this  study  must  speak  ever  and  anon  to 
remind  that  race  of  its  duty  to  itself;  to  call  the  race  to  the  prayer, 
"Lord  God  of  Hosts,  be  with  us  yet,  lest  we  forget,  lest  we  forget!" 

Congratulations. 

I  am  pleased  that  the  Supreme  Court  has  expressed  itself  as  being 
unwilling  to  extend  the  principle  of  segregation  to  infinity;  but  away 
down  in  my  heart  I  know  that  I  am  glad  that  the  white  race  could 
win  such  a  victory  over  itself.  I  am  glad  for  the  splendid  white  men 
and  women  whom  I  have  known  and  who  have  helped  me  to  a  broader 
life  and  whom  I  love  as  I  love  "mine  own  people."  I  am  glad  for 
the  future  of  their  race.  I  am  glad  because  I  feel  that  they  are  proud 
of  this  last  act  of  justice  which  they  did  without  compulsion  because 
it  was  right.  I  am  glad  because  they  have  a  past  history  that  is  too 
illustrious  to  be  stained  by  needless  obstacles  placed  in  the  path  of 
a  darker  race.  And  I  am  glad  for  them  because  I  know  that  justice 
will  exalt  them — will  exalt  any  race — just  as  I  know  that  injustice  too 
long  practiced  will  destroy  their  character  and  lay  the  axe  at  the  root 
of  the  tree  of  any  government  which  they  establish  or  any  institu- 
tions which  they  set  up. 

Over  the  chasm  of  race  I  would  fain  shake  hands  in  spirit  with  my 
fellow  countrymen  of  the  white  race  who  have  won  so  signal  a  vic- 
tory over  and  for  themselves.  "In  the  gain  or  loss  of  one  race,  all 
the  rest  have  equal  claim."  For  what  they  did  for  my  race,  I  express 
my  thanks;  but  they  must  be  praised  for  that  greater  service  which 
they  did  for  their  own  race  in  being  true  to  their  higher  selves. 

Isaac  Fisher. 
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SENIORS  AND  JUNIORS  OF  FISK  UNIVERSITY  LEAVE 
CLASS  TO  VOLUNTEER  IN  UNITED  STATES 
SIGNAL  CORPS. 


For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  generation  of  young  colored 
people  now  living  in  the  United  States — very  likely  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  this  country,  colored  men  have  been  called  for  to 
join  the  signal  corps  of  the  army.  Nashville  was  apprised  of  this 
new  phase  of  service  for  the  colored  people  when  on  Friday  night, 
December  14,  seven  students  from  Fisk  University,  to  the  surprise  of 
almost  all  of  their  classmates,  left  their  studies  to  volunteer  for  serv- 
ice in  the  United  States  signal  corps. 

The  number  who  left  included  four  members  of  the  senior  class 
and  three  from  the  junior  class.  The  seniors  were  James  Ford,  of  Bir- 
mingham, Alabama;  William  Doss,  of  Robjohn,  Alabama;  Elwood 
Boddie,  of  Milledgeville,  Georgia,  and  Baxter  Scruggs,  of  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  The  juniors  were  P.  H.  Patterson,  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina;   Richard  Walker  and  Lewis  Curren,  both  of  Nashville. 

University  Deeply  Stirred. 

The  University  was  deeply  stirred  when  news  reached  the  campus 
that  these  men  had  volunteered,  been  examined  and  accepted  on  Fri- 
day and  were  to  leave  at  five  o'clock  on  the  same  day;  for  these  men 
were  among  the  most  popular  students  of  the  entire  school.  This  was 
shown  by  the  action  of  President  F.  A.  McKenzie  in  directing  the  sus- 
pension of  all  class-room  work  so  that  the  school  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  go  to  the  Union  Station  and  tell  the  boys  good-bye.  The 
time  elapsing  between  the  completion  of  their  examination  and  the 
departure  of  their  train,  however,  was  so  brief  that  Dr.  McKenzie, 
with  a  consideration  for  the  human  side  of  the  affair  which  touched 
the  students  very  deeply,  sent  the  boys  from  the  recruiting  office  to 
the  women's  building — Jubilee  Hall — so  that  all  of  the  girls  would  be 
certain  to  have  an  opportunity  to  see  the  volunteer  boys  before  they 
left;  and  a  special  chaperone  was  appointed  to  take  a  group  of  girls 
to  the  train  to  represent  the  women's  love  and  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  volunteer  boys. 

Songs  in  Union  Station. 

A  group  of  Fisk  teachers  and  a  host  of  boys  from  the  University, 
met  the  seven  at  the  Union  Station.  Dr.  McKenzie,  who  had  accom- 
panied the  seven  men  to  the  recruiting  office  and  had  cheered  and 
aided  them  by  his  personal  interest  and  presence  during  the  whole 
trying  day,  secured  permission  at  the  depot  for  the  Fisk  group  to  sing 
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in  the  Union  Station  and  to  accompany  the  volunteers  through  the 
gates  to  their  train. 

Gathering  the  seven  into  the  center  of  a  circle,  the  Fisk  people 
sung  their  rousing  "Fisk  Song,"  in  the  colored  waiting  room;  and 
waked  the  echoes  with  the  lusty  "tigers"  which  they  gave  for  "Our 
Boys!"  When  the  train  arrived  which  was  to  carry  the  volunteers 
away,  the  group  went  out  to  the  gate  and  sung  again,  with  bared 
heads,  their  college  song,  following  this  with  "America;"  and  there 
was  no  race  question  with  the  people  present — white  and  colored, 
soldiers  and  civilians — as  the  national  song  was  sung  by  the  colored 
students  and  their  professors  as  they  showed  honor  to  their  com- 
rades and  pupils  who  were  volunteering  to  serve  the  nation — all  hats 
came  off  and  men  stood  at  "attention!"  The  next  song  was  a  Jubi- 
lee Melody — 

"March   on,   and  you  shall  gain  the  victory, 
March  on,  and  you  shall  gain  the  day," 

led  here,  as  daily  in  the  chapel,  .by  Prof.  J.  W.  Work. 

WThile  waiting  for  the  gates  to  open,  other  songs  were  sung  and 
suddenly  the  Yell-Master  was  asking,  "What's  the  matter  with  Dr. 
McKenzie?"  and  the  crowd,  at  the  top  of  its  voice,  was  answering: 
"He's  all  right!"  and  ear-splitting  tigers  were  given  for  him  with 
a  right  good  will.  A  little  while  later,  as  the  crowd  stood  by  the  side  of 
the  train  downstairs  in  the  shed,  there  was  more  cheering  for  the 
boys;  but  looking  back  and  seeing  the  heads  of  a  number  of  white 
privates  in  uniform  leaning  out  of  the  train  windows,  the  Fisk  group 
began  asking,  "What's  the  matter  with  all  of  Uncle  Sam's  boys?"  and 
the  answer  came  without  the  slightest  hesitancy  or  dimunition  in 
volume,  "They're  all  right!"  and  "Uncle  Sam's  boys,"  including  whites 
as  well  as  blacks  were  given  the  same  hurrahs. 

Senior  Volunteers  to  Receive  Their  Diplomas. 

The  Prudential  Committee  of  Fisk  University  has  voted  to  grant 
diplomas  of  graduation  to  any  and  all  members  of  the  senior  class 
who  have  volunteered  or  who  may  volunteer  for  service  in  the  army 
before  the  close  of  school.  The  absent  seniors,  therefore,  will  receive 
their  diplomas  just  the  same  as  the  members  of  their  class  who  remain 
here  until  commencement  day.  The  absence  of  the  young  men  named 
above  is  being  keenly  felt  by  their  classmates,  in  particular. 

Duties  in  Signal  Corps. 

In  the  main,  the  signal  corps  are  trying  to  procure  radio  opera- 
tors, experts  in  the  operation  of  gas  engines  and  motor  generators, 
motor   truck    drivers,    telegraphers,    switchboard    men,    linemen,    elec- 
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tricians,  etc.  It  is  very  likely  that  a  number  of  the  men  who  enlist 
in  this  branch  of  the  service  will  be  promoted  to  the  handling  of  flying 
machines  in  the  aviation  section. 

In  verity,  the  war  is  being  brought  right  to  the  doors  of  all  the 

people  of  the  United  States. 


FIEE  DESTROYS  BUILDING  AT  JOSEPH  K. 
BRICK  SCHOOL. 

To  Replace  this  Building  Will  Serve  the  Cause  of  Education. 


It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  chronicle  the  loss  by  fire  in  December 
of  the  Domestic  Science  Hall  of  the  Joseph  K.  Brick  Agricultural  In- 
dustrial &  Normal  School,  at  Bricks,  North  Carolina.  A  spark  of  fire 
from  the  heating  furnace  of  the  building  lodged  on  the  dry  pine 
shingle  roof  and  the  fire  resulted. 

Principal  Thomas  Sewell  Inborden,  responding  to  a  letter  of  sym- 
pathy from  President  McKenzie,  who  invited  him  to  make  use  of 
the  Fisk  News  to  help  inform  the  public  of  his  loss  and  needs,  sent 
the  following  statement: 

"We  have  had  a  number  of  fires,  more  than  our  share;  but  fires 
are  to  be  expected  when  our  buildings  are  covered  with  pine  shingles, 
and  they  dipped  in  oil  before  being  put  on  the  house.  Add  to  this  the 
wood  rosin  and  you  have  an  ideal  condition  for  fire.  Then  we  are 
three  miles  from  fire  fighting  machinery  and  water  supply.  Then, 
most  of  our  halls  are  veneer  and  the  wood  forming  the  frame  parts 
gets  very  dry.  We  have  at  least  four  large  halls  now  that  should  be 
reshingled  with  slate  or  tin.  We  cannot  buy  coal  and  we  have  to  use 
wood.  This  makes  a  great  many  sparks  and  the  liability  of  fire  is 
very  great  all  the  time.  We  do  not  have  sufficient  funds  to  do  all  that 
we  need  done  to  make  the  property  safe  from  fire.  We  need  ample  water 
supply  and  electric  lights." 

A  Worthy  School  and  Principal. 

Thomas  Sewell  Inborden  is  one  of  the  most  useful  graduates  that 
have  gone  from  Fisk  University.  A  man  of  high  character  and  deep 
consecration,  he  has  done  and  is  yet  doing  a  splendid  work  in  the 
Joseph  K.  Brick  School.  In  his  address  at  Pittsburgh  in  the  interest 
of  Fisk  University  a  year  ago,  the  United  States  Commissioner  of 
Education,    Dr.    Philander  P.   Claxton,   cited   Principal   Inborden   as   a 
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type  of  graduate  who  justified  the  support  given  to  Fisk.  Of  the  school 
at  Bricks,  Dr.  Claxton  said:  "It  was  not  received  kindly,  but  Mr. 
Thomas  S.  Inborden,  the  principal  of  the  school,  had  been  there  only 
a  little  while  before  he  had  won  the  hearts  of  those  people,  and  those 
who  had  opposed  him  were  most  earnestly  in  favor  of  the  school." 

The  News,  speaking  for  President  P.  A.  McKenzie  and  the  whole 
Fisk  Corporation,  commends  Principal  Inborden  and  the  Joseph  K. 
Brick  School  to  the  public  as  being  in  the  highest  measure  worthy  of 
any  and  all  assistance  which  generous  friends  may  feel  moved  to  give 
him  to  replace  the  loss  mentioned  above. 


DIVISION  OF  STUDENT  NEWS 

JASPER  A.  ATKINS,  '20,  Editor  of  News  Notes  for  Men 
DOROTHY  V.  INBORDEN,  '19,  Editor  of  News  Notes  for  Women 


With  deep  regret  it  was  found  necessary  to  omit  all  student  news 
from  this  number  of  the  News  to  make  room  for  the  President's  Re- 
port. The  regret  is  all  the  more  keen  because  of  the  splendid  spirit 
of  the  student  editors  in  the  matter  of  collecting  news.  It  is  this  same 
spirit,  however,  which  makes  us  know  that  they  appreciate  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case  and  that  they  understand  the  desire  of  both  the 
President  of  the  University  and  the  writer  to  have  them  represented 
here.  Isaac  Fisher. 


A  TRIBUTE  FROM  DR.  BEARD. 

From  the  office  of  the  American  Missionary  Association  come 
these  heartening  words  from  Dr.  A.  F.  Beard: 

Dear  President  McKenzie: 

If  Teddy  should  read  your  address  at  the  Fisk  Senior  Chapel 
printed  in  the  December  number  of  the  University  News,  he 
would  say  it  is  "bully."  I  am  delighted  to  know  how  you  are 
elevating  and  upholding  the  standards,  in  scholarship  and  in 
student  ideals.  Macte  virtute.  If  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  your 
stirring  words  can  measurably  be  incorporated  in  the  practice, 
conduct  and  life  of  Fisk  students,  no  one  will  need  to  praise  Fisk 
University.     That  will  take  care  of  itself.     Kind  regards. 

December  17,  1917. 
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CAMPUS  NEWS  AND  NOTES 


FISK  HONORS   MEN   IN  NATIONAL  ARMY. 

Stars  and  Stripes  and  Service  Flag  are 
Unfurled  in  Chapel. 


Friday  morning,  during  chapel  service,  Fisk  University  paid  honors 
to  her  men  who  are  with  the  colors  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  the  regular  day  for  the  President's  talk  to  the  school,  but  he 
felt  that  a  service  of  memory  for  the  Fisk  graduates  and  undergradu- 
ates who  are  serving  their  country  under  arms  was  more  appropriate 
for  the  hour.  He  and  the  senior  class  in  caps  and  gowns  lent  added 
dignity  to  the  service. 

In  the  rear  of  the  chapel  two  flags  had  been  suspended — the  Stars 
and  Stripes  on  the  right,  looking  from  the  platform,  and  a  service 
flag  containing  forty-six  stars  on  the  left.  Dean  C.  W.  Morrow  read  a 
passage  from  the  Psalms  for  the  morning  lesson,  and  then  the  audi- 
ence sung  "America."  Here  President  McKenzie  feelingly  explained 
the  meaning  and  significance  of  the  service  being  held,  and  indicated 
the  pride  which  he  and  the  whole  University  feel  in  the  Fisk  men  who 
have  joined  the  army.  He  then  asked  the  librarian,  Miss  Katherine 
M.  Marvin,  who  had  made  the  flag,  to  say  a  few  words  for  the  occa- 
sion.    She  said: 

"This  should  be  a  proud  day  for  Fisk  University  when  we  unfurl 
our  service  flag.  Every  household  in  the  country  is  entitled  to  a  serv- 
ice flag  with  as  many  stars  as  there  are  members  of  the  family  in  the 
service.  So  far  as  we  know,  we  have  today  forty-six  graduates  and 
undergraduates  serving  as  officers,  privates,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  secretaries  and 
in  the  medical  corps.  There  are  three  of  you  awaiting  call,  for  each 
of  whom  a  star  will  be  placed  when  your  service  begins. 

"Some  of  you  have  asked  me,  as  you  have  seen  the  flag  in  the  mak- 
ing, for  whom  the  central  star  stands.  I  think  that  should  be  for 
Charles  L.  Roman,  of  the  class  of  1910,  who  has  had  two  years  of 
army  hospital  work  in  France,  and  is  now  completing  his  medical 
education  at  McGill  University,  Montreal. 

"Doubtless  more  of  you  will  be  called  to  the  service,  and  you  may 
be  assured  that  on  our  flag  there  will  be  a  star  for  every  one;  and 
may  the  day  be  far  distant  when  a  black  circle  around  some  star  will 
indicate  that  life  itself  has  been  given  for  our  country.  Whether  they 
come  back  or  'go  west,'  on  the  field  of  battle,  Fisk  will  always  be  proud 
of  them  and  will  keep  their  memory  green. 
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Prof.  Work  had  the  school  to  sing  next,  the  "Battle  Hymn  of  the 
Republic."  Then  President  McKenzie  read  the  list  of  the  men  whose 
star  appeared  on  the  flag.  This  list  had  been  completed  by  the  regis- 
trar, Mrs.  S.  W.  Crosthwait,  and  was  read  from  the  bottom  upward, 
so  that  the  men  lowest  in  rank  would  be  named  first.  Dr.  McKenzie 
likes  to  emphasize  those  forms  of  service  which  many  persons  count 
lowly.     After  this,  the  school  sang  "The  Star-Spangled  Banner." 

Prof.  G.  D.  Yoakum,  who  is  helping  to  give  military  instruction  to 
the  Fisk  students  here,  was  the  next  speaker.  He  visualized  the  size 
of  the  "Fisk  Army"  in  the  service  by  having  the  young  men  on  eight 
seats  to  stand,  and  remarking  that  those  who  were  standing  were  equal 
in  number  to  the  Fisk  men  in  the  camps.  Prof.  Yoakum  pointed  out 
definite  ways  in  which  the  students  at  home  may  not  dishonor  the 
splendid  sacrifices  and  patriotism  of  the  Fisk  men  now  with  the  flag; 
and  he  said  that  the  University  will  honor  her  sons  in  memory  while 
they  are  absent,  and  will  doubly  honor  them  when  they  return. 

When  he  had  concluded,  Dr.  McKenzie  asked  the  students  to  stand, 
face  the  flag  and  then  bow  their  heads  while  the  dean  closed  the  exer- 
cises with  prayer.  Dr.  Morrow's  benediction  will  not  soon  be  forgot- 
ten by  those  who  listened  to  it  on  that  day  of  patriotism  and  reconse- 
cration  at  Fisk  University. 

Address  by  Dr.  Roman. 

Two  days  later  Dr.  C.  V.  Roman  was  present  at  the  chapel  service 
and  made  another  of  the  acceptable  addresses  heard  this  year.  He 
spoke  to  the  topic,  "Efficency,"  and,  as  usual  when  he  speaks  in  pub- 
lic, he  was  followed  with  a  great  deal  of  interest.  The  students  will 
not  forget  this  sentence  from  his  address:  "When  we  educate  a  horse, 
we  'break'  him;  but  when  we  'break'  a  man,  we  educate  him."  Dr. 
Roman  said  that  unless  education  teaches  one  to  believe,  to  work,  to 
think  and  love  home  and  country,  it  is  a  failure.  His  address  was 
unusually  well  received. — Nashville  Tennessean. 

♦§♦♦$♦»$♦ 

Visit  from  Ministers'  Alliance. 

On  December  3,  the  Nashville  Ministers'  Alliance  held  a  session 
at  Memorial  Chapel,  and  then  came  to  the  morning  chapel  services 
held  in  Livingstone  Hall  Chapel.  President  McKenzie,  in  welcoming 
them,  spoke  of  their  presence  as  an  evidence  of  increasing  good  will, 
and  voiced  the  hope  that  it  may  continue  to  increase  through  the 
years.  The  visitors  were  especially  anxious  to  hear  the  students  sing. 
Prof.  Work  led  them  in  singing  "I  Know  I  Have  Another  Building." 
After  the  reading  of  the  Scripture  by  the  college  pastor,  Dr.  Taylor, 
retiring  president  of  the  Alliance,  offered  the  prayer,  in  which  he 
pleaded  that  more  religion  may  be  put  into  education  and  more  edu- 
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cation  put  into  religion.  Then  the  school  sang  "Ain't  Going  to  Study 
War  No  More,"  and  the  visitors  turned  the  tables  by  applauding  the 
students. 

The  new  president  of  the  Alliance,  Rev.  Prentice  Pugh,  was  then 
asked  to  speak  for  the  whole  Alliance.  While  he  did  not  choose  a  sub- 
ject, he  humorously  mentioned  "The  Cost  Of  Playing  the  Devil;"  and 
he  showed  how  improper  living  is  always  expensive.  Few  speakers 
appear  at  Fisk  who  please  the  students  so  well  as  did  this  minister, 
and  he  was  given  the  very  heartiest  kind  of  ovation  as  he  sat  down. 


President  Southwick  Charms  Audience. 

Last  night  a  splendid  audience  gathered  in  Fisk  Memorial  Chapel 
to  hear  President  Henry  Southwick  of  the  Emerson  College  of  Ora- 
tory, Boston,  in  an  evening  of  miscellaneous  readings.  Detailed  criti- 
cisms would  detract  from  the  proper  estimate  of  the  man's  art.  After 
hearing  him  run  almost  the  whole  gamut  of  human  emotions  in  his 
recitals,  the  proper  and  just  comment  seems  to  be  this,  no  more,  no 
less:  It  is  highly  fitting  and  proper  that  Henry  L.  Southwick  should 
be  at  the  head  of  the  greatest  college  of  oratory  and  expression  in  the 
United   States. 

Miss  Clara  B.  Woolson,  instructor  in  expression  at  Fisk,  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Emerson  College  and  a  former  pupil  of  President  Southwick. 
It  was  through  her  efforts  and  those  of  the  freshman  class  that  this 
artist  came  to  Fisk. 

•$»  ♦§♦  !•$♦ 

President  McKenzie  to  Speak  at  Tuskegee  Institute. 

President  F.  A.  McKenzie  has  consented  to  address  the  Workers' 
Conference  at  Tuskegee  Institute,  January  16,  on  the  subject,  "How 
the  College  can  Aid  Rural  Education."  Quiet  and  undemonstrative, 
Dr.  McKenzie  is  known  to  be  an  expert  in  education;  and  his  discus- 
sion of  any  subject  is  always  thoughtful  and  dignified.  It  is  not 
doubted  that  he  will  render  a  real  service  to  the  cause  of  education 
through  his  address  at  Tuskegee.  Because  of  the  extended  repairs 
and  improvments  which  have  gone  on  at  Fisk  since  the  early  part  of 
the  summer,  Dr.  McKenzie  has  found  it  almost  impossible  to  accept 
any  of  the  invitations  which  have  come  to  him  to  address  various 
meetings. 
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THE  PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Fisk  University: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen — It  is  with  a  good  deal  of  pleasure  that  I 
present  this  report  of  another  year's  work.  It  will  not  show  the  finan- 
cial balance  we  could  desire,  nor  will  it  evidence  no  difficulties  met  or 
disappointments  suffered.  It  has  been  a  year  of  rapid  changes,  of  en- 
larging service,  and  much  promise. 

The  first  topic  of  interest  and  importance  relates  to  the  Students' 
Army  Training  Corps.  Our  young  men  dwindled  in  number  all  through 
the  year  1917-1918.  Of  those  who  were  given  their  degrees  on  the  30th 
of  May,  Memorial  Day,  four  were  in  the  camps  preparing  to  serve  their 
country  overseas,  two  had  left  to  marry  soldiers  before  they  should 
sail.  At  the  present  time  our  Service  Flag  shows  323  stars,  repre- 
sentative of  students,  former  students  and  alumni  honored  as  Fisk  sol- 
diers in  the  battle  for  liberty. 

Roll  of  Honor. 

The  awful  scourge  of  war  did  not  pass  without  taking  toll  of  the 
lives  of  some  who  had  studied  at  Fisk  University  and  had  been  pre- 
pared or  were  being  prepared  for  the  tasks  which  had  been  and  were 
to  be  their  share  of  the  world's  work.  Definitely  known  are  five  men — 
three  graduates  and  two  undergraduates — who  gave  their  lives  in  free- 
dom's cause.    On  the  roll  of  honor  they  will  be  recorded  as — 

Lieutenant  Alvin  Henry  Cameron 1896 

Private  Overton  Carter 1913 

Private  Charles  M.  Ferguson,  Jr 1910 

Private  Alvin  K.  Ray. 
Private  Odie  Falls  Jennings. 
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If  I  may  employ  the  words  of  Garfield,  I  would  say  that  these  dead 
"summed  up  and  perfected,  by  one  supreme  act,  the  highest  virtues  of 
men  and  citizens.  For  love  of  country  they  accepted  death,  and  thus 
resolved  all  doubts,  and  made  immortal  their  patriotism  and  their 
virtue." 

Fisk  will  not — can  not — forget  the  sacrifices  of  these  heroic  dead 
who  gave  their  lives  for  their  country,  gave  that  men  might  have  lib- 
erty to  the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth;  and  the  President  earnestly 
hopes  that  in  some  enduring  form  the  names  of  these  patriots  may 
be  written  upon  a,  suitable  memorial  and  preserved  on  the  campus  of 
Fisk  University  as  a  constant  reminder  of  duty  to  country,  to  human- 
ity, and  to  God  the  Father  of  all. 

Students'  Army  Training  Corps. 

On  the  26th  of  June  a  telegram  asked  whether  Fisk  would  open  a 
concentration  camp  of  500  or  more  drafted  men  on  their  way  to  the  va- 
rious vocational  units  established  at  ia  number  of  other  schools.  The 
telegram  also  asked  how  soon  we  could  receive  the  men.  The  imme- 
diate answer  was: 

"Eager  and  ready  and  can  handle  five  hundred  to  thousand,  be- 
ginning to  receive,  July  1st.  Need  specific  information  about  compen- 
sation, requirements,  iand  administration.  Will  possibly  involve  initial 
outlay  of  three  thousand  dollars  for  additional  toilets,  cots,  supplies. 
Am  rushing  tentative  plans  for  supplies  and  workers.  Somehow,  we 
will  do  what  you  want." 

The  first  contingent  of  soldiers  did  not  arrive  until  August,  and  then 
they  arrived  without  notification.  Nevertheless,  they  were  promptly 
provided  with  quarters  and  meals.  For  the  greater  part  of  August 
there  were  about  600  men  on  our  grounds.  Then  they  began  to  di- 
minish in  numbers.  The  Government  has  recognized  its  failure  to 
keep  its  contract  and  has  promised  reimbursement  for  losses  involved 
in  that  failure. 

Changes  and  Improvements. 

Very  rapidly  facilities  were  increased  to  provide  not  only  for  the 
anticipated  600  soldiers  of  the  concentration  camp  (later  knows  as 
Section  B  of  the  S.  A.  T.  C.)  but  also  for  our  usual  300  boarding 
students.  Toilet  and  washroom  facilities,  kitchen  and  dining  room 
equipments  had  to  be  largely  increased  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  three- 
fold family.  Our  staff  of  workers  worked  like  heroes  all  through  the 
summer  heat  and  did  not  fail  to  do  what  had  to  be  done.  A  revolution 
was  made  in  almost  every  phase  of  life.  The  Library  and  Church 
were  prepared  for  daily  use  for  recitation  and  study  purposes.  Daily 
chapel  exercises  were  transferred  to  the  Church.  A  separate  dining 
room  was  created  for  the  girls  in  the  basement  of  Jubilee  Hall.  Cook- 
ing,  refrigerating  and   storage   facilities  were   increased.     Altogether 
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costs  of  about  $11,000  in  such  improvements  were  incurred.  If  the 
contracts  had  been  carried  out  for  the  anticipated  period  these  im- 
provements would  have  been  paid  for  out  of  the  regular  per  diem 
payments.  As  it  is,  our  financial  health  is  dependent  upon  the  reim- 
bursement which  has  been  promised  from  the  Government. 

Collegiate  Corps. 

Scarcely  had  the  emergency  of  the  concentration  camp  been  met  be- 
fore the  Government  proposed  a  Students'  Army  Training  Corps,  which 
we  prepared  to  accept  and  welcome,  and  which  we  advertised  as  widely 
as  possible.  And  then  before  our  announcements  had  reached  their 
destinations,  a  quite  different  plan  was  adopted  by  the  Government. 
Again  we  put  ourselves  at  the  service  of  the  Government,  and  in  a  very 
short  space  of  time  we  opened  for  the  year  1918-1919  with  a  large 
proportion  of  our  boys  prepared  to  don  the  khaki,  with  our  curricula 
considerably  modified,  and  our  mode  of  life  affected  in  almost  its  every 
detail.  The  mental  confusion  was  not  less  than  the  material  con- 
fusion. With  it  all,  however,  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  that  our 
major  educational  policies  and  programs  were  probably  less  affected 
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The   administration  building,    recitation  building  and   boys'   dormitory. 
It  housed  about  600  soldiers  in  August. 
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than  were  those  of  many  if  not  most  of  the  American  colleges.  Eight 
weeks  later  the  armistice  in  Europe  began  for  us  a  process  of  reforma- 
tion that  was  completed  within  the  following  four  weeks. 

Section  B. 

Section  B  of  the  S.  A.  T.  C,  unfortunately,  from  the  very  first  was 
entirely  beyond  our  authority  and  responsibility.  It  constituted  of 
necessity  a  foreign  group  upon  our  campus.  This  involved  relation- 
ships not  easily  understood  and  resulted  in  certain  views  on  the  part 
of  that  group  which  were  as  unfortunate  as  they  were  mistaken.  Stren- 
uous endeavors  for  their  physical  comfort  were  accompanied  by  suc- 
cessful efforts  to  secure  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  tent  and  secretaries,  and  by  a 
constant  willingness  and  desire  to  help  the  Y.  M.  G.  A.  if  we  could  be 
given  a  chance,  and  by  efforts,  also,  to  secure  a  Y.  W.  C.  A.  worker. 
When  finally  the  latter  was  found,  she  was  by  mistake  diverted  to  the 
Powder  Plant  and  so  perhaps  the  most  potent  influence  for  good  was 
never  made  effective  for  the  men  of  the  concentration  camp.  Sunday 
services  were  organized  for  the  men  so  long  as  they  seemed  desired. 

University  Losses. 

Section  A  of  the  S.  A.  T.  C.  brought  the  University  both  loss  and  gain. 
What  the  University  world  will  probably  always  consider  a  funda- 
mental misconception  on  the  part  of  the  army  as  to  the  relative  au- 
thority of  collegiate  and  military  officers  that  should  prevail  upon  the 
campus,  led,  on  most  campuses,  not  only  to  constant  friction,  but  also 
to  very  frequent  inefficiencies  of  great  moment  to  the  educational 
world.  But  a  more  serious  and  more  grievous  loss  consisted  in  the 
confession  of  inability  on  the  part  of  the  military  to  set  up  satisfac- 
tory moral  standards  or  even  to  allow  the  colleges  to  maintain  their 
own  historic  standards.  There  might  be  opportunity  for  disagree- 
ment as  to  the  sense  of  the  college  standards,  but  they  did  not  inter- 
fere with  military  efficiency.  A  decent  respect  for  collegiate  authority 
would  have  led  the  military  to  enforce  even  a  campus  prohibition 
against  smoking.  The  military  were  not  sent  to  the  colleges  to  teach 
the  noble  virtue  of  smoking  in  the  teeth  of  honest  men  who  consider 
it  a  vice.  Military  failure  has  on  many  campuses  led  to  very  wide- 
spread use  of  profanity.  Institutions  that  have  always  held  that  im- 
morality meant  instant  expulsion  have  been  debarred  the  right  to 
maintain  their  rule  and  have  been  obliged  to  hold  their  tongue  while 
the  military  have  tempted  the  youth  by  prophylactic  treatments  to 
enter  upon  careers  of  vice.  Whatever  be  the  wisdom  of  such  treat- 
ments in  a  regular  army  camp,  it  has  no  excuse  upon  a  college  campus. 

But  the  great  wrong  done  by  the  military  has  been  its  open  flaunting 
of  the  authority  of  the  college.  The  whole  structure  of  our  education 
is  based  on  a  respect  for  the  authority  vested  in  the  school.     Insofar 
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as  the  military  have  torn  the  college  authority  down,  they  have  torn 
down  one  of  the  chief  foundations  of  American  civilization. 

I  am  gratified  to  believe  and  to  report  that  we  have  suffered  only  in 
minor  degree  from  these  evils.  We  have  not  failed  to  maintain  our 
own  views  with  vigor.  If  by  sad  chance  some  of  our  boys  may  have 
gone  astray,  we  hope  that  with  the  restoration  of  our  own  complete 
authority  most  of  them  will  return  to  the  ways  of  wisdom.  At  the 
very  worst,  our  traditional  standards  have  at  no  moment  been  aban- 
doned. Not  once  have  we  accepted  the  claim  that  our  standards  were 
not  obligatory. 

University  Gains. 

The  colleges  of  the  country,  in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  involved, 
have  learned  a  great  deal,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  the  army,  from 
the  training  camp,  and  from  the  Students'  Army  Training  Corps.  Both 
in  spoken  and  printed  word  I  have  previously  called  attention  to  the 
gains  and  to  the  obligations  to  greater  purposefulness,  to  greater  dili- 
gence, to  closer  supervision,  and  to  more  exacting  discipline  resting 
henceforth  upon  the  efficient  college.  These  obligations  may  be  met 
with  or  without  a  military  organization.  With  or  without  military  or- 
ganization we  must  meet  them. 

Effects  of  Demobilization. 

The  demobilization  of  the  Army  Corps  has  worked  a  great  injustice 
to  its  membership.  The  Government  under  definite  promises  gathered 
a  great  number  of  young  men,  compelled  them  to  change  previous 
plans,  and  to  work  along  certain  lines  toward  definite  ends.  When  the 
immediate  aim  of  efficient  fighters  was  no  longer  its  aim,  the  Govern- 
ment sought  to  free  itself  from  its  financial  obligations  and  forgot 
what  havoc  it  would  work  in  the  lives  of  many,  many  young  men.  A 
moral  obligation  kept  would  in  the  long  run  have  proved  a  national 
gain.  Thousands,  disappointed  and  demoralized,  have  gone  out  per- 
manently indifferent  to  the  higher  types  of  opportunity. 

Casting  up  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  Government  mili- 
tary co-operation,  the  disadvantages  outweighed  the  advantages  in  the 
recent  experience.  It  seemed,  therefore,  altogether  unwise  to  seek  the 
establishment  of  a  Reserve  Officers'  Training  Corps.  When  the  rela- 
tionships have  been  more  carefully  and  more  wisely  defined,  and  when 
the  military  officers  are  to  be  appointed  upon  the  free  nomination  of 
the  University,  we  shall  be  in  position  to  consider  the  question.  A 
military  department  on  the  same  general  basis  of  all  other  depart- 
ments, contributed  by  the  Government,  might  be  of  great  advantage 
to  the  nation,  the  college  and  the  student. 
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Athletics. 

As  President  Schurman,  of  Cornell  University,  in  his  last 
report  said,  military  training  "needs  to  be  extended  to  all  students 
in  the  University;  it  should  be  expanded  and  enriched;  it 
ought  to  be  combined  with  athletic  activity  in  a  way  to  utilize 
and  exploit  the  young  man's  natural  interest  in  games  and  sports; 
and  the  completed  system  of  military  and  athletic  training  should 
take  the  place  of  the  unhealthy  intercollegiate  athleticism  which 
has  usurped  so  large  a  place  in  the  life  of  our  colleges  and  universi- 
ties, and  which  not  only  seriously  interferes  with  their  real  work  but 
tends  to  pervert  their  essential  objects  and  to  misinterpret  them  alike 
to  the  general  public  and  to  themselves.  The  President  hopes  after 
the  war  to  see  at  Cornell  University  regular  military  and  athletic  train- 
ing for  all  students  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  one  hour  for  five  after- 
noons of  the  week  with  intra-mural  competition  between  class  and 
class,  college  and  college,  and  other  existing  units.  The  whole  could, 
it  is  believed,  be  organized  and  conducted  in  a  way  that  would  gratify 
the  natural  impulses  of  young  men,  awaken  and  sustain  their  interest, 
and  so  displace  the  vast  anomaly  of  organized  intercollegiate  athletics 
with  its  handful  of  highly  trained  players,  its  show  games,  its  elabo- 
rate and  costly  agencies  and  paraphernalia,  its  gate-receipts,  its  seri- 
ous interference  with  the  work  of  students,  its  betting  and  gambling, 
and  its  conspicuous  misrepresentation  of  the  proper  function  and  serv- 
ice of  the  universities  in  the  life  of  the  nation  and  humanity." 

Athletics  Need  Reforming. 

All  this  is  in  perfect  accord  with  the  ideas  advanced  before  the  an- 
nual meeting  in  December  of  the  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Asso- 
ciation, by  Dean  Angell,  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  and  Professor 
Marvel,  of  Brown,  as  reported  by  the  New  York  Times: 

"Both  attacked  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  methods  of  athleticism  as  it 
is  taught  and  practiced  in  most  American  colleges,  and  demanded  re- 
forms that  would  reduce  sports  and  games  to  their  proper  place  in  ed- 
ucational institutions — that  place  being  the  physical  training  of  the 
whole  student  body. 

"Dean  Angell  pronounced  against  such  costly  expedients  as  paid 
trainers  and  special  tables,  the  only  use  of  which  is  to  produce  in  a 
few  students  a  proficiency  desirable,  indeed,  in  professional  athletics, 
but  distinctly  disgraceful  as  proving  waste  of  time,  in  those  who  in 
pretense  and  theory  are  seeking  a  very  different  sort  of  education.  *  *  * 

"Professor  Marvel  went  close  to  the  heart  of  athletic  abuses  when 
he  denounced  the  earning  of  money  to  support  the  various  'teams'  by 
means  of  gate  receipts,  but  he  might  have  gone  still  nearer.  The  fun- 
damental evil  is  in  making  the  intercollegiate  games  a  means  of  gain- 
ing  victories   over    competitors,    instead   of   one   to    gain   health   and 
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JUBILEE    HALL. 

Famous  for  its  origin,  its  architecture,  and  its  service  as  the  home  of  the  girls. 
It  also  serves  as  dining  room  and  kitchen.  Since  we  have  no  music  conservatory, 
most  of  the  music  teaching  and  practice  is  done  somewhere — and  everywhere — in 
this  building.  From  sub-cellar  to  fourth  floor  every  space  is  utilized.  The  re- 
creation room  in  the  basement  closest  to  the  reader  needs  equipment  to  enable  it 
to  serve  efficiently. 
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strength.  It  is  largely,  and  perhaps  chiefly,  the  absence  of  the  compet- 
itive features  that  explains  why  the  training  given  in  a  military  camp 
produces  vastly  more  and  better  effects  on  the  bodies  of  those  sub- 
jected to  it  than  does  the  work  done  by  college  athletes." 

With  sufficient  funds  the  true  ends  of  physical  education  could  be 
attained  certainly  as  well,  perhaps  even  better,  without  Government  aid 
or  a  technical  military  department.  The  important  thing  to  keep  be- 
fore us  is  that  our  physical  and  athletic  activities  must  be  placed  soon 
upon  this  high  plane. 

Compulsory  Supervised  Study. 

Reference  should  be  made  at  this  time  to  the  fact  that  under  the 
military  regime  forty-two  hours  of  recitation  and  supervised  study 
were  required  each  week  of  each  student.  Compulsory  supervised 
study  was  probably  brought  about  by  the  desire  and  necessity  of  sub- 
stituting efficiency  for  inefficiency  in  the  scholastic  world.  As  Presi- 
dent Schurman  says,  "The  intellectual  vices  of  the  average  college 
student  before  the  war  were  notorious.  *  *  *  The  shallowness,  slop- 
piness,  superficiality,  and  inaccuracy  of  much  of  our  higher  education, 
and  the  careless  habits  of  students  in  regard  to  work,  order,  neatness, 
punctuality,  and  other  matters  of  economic  and  even  ethical  impor- 
tance are  a  scandal  to  the  nation  and  a  disgrace  to  our  institutions  of 
learning." 

These  are  mild  words  compared  with  the  condemnation  that  will  rest 
upon  us,  if  we  let  conditions  continue  as  they  have  been.  Whatever 
the  cost,  the  conditions  must  be  changed.  President  Schurman  with 
his  thousands  of  students  prefers  to  attempt  "the  inexorable  exclusion 
of  the  unfit,"  and  urges  along  with  this  unknown  "inexorable  exclusion" 
the  adoption  of  a  tutorial  system  extending  into  every  boarding  hall — 
a  system  far  more  expensive  than  Fisk  can  undertake. 

The  Government  set  the  pace  and  made  compulsory  the  plan  of  super- 
vised study.  The  plan  had  obvious  possibilities  of  great  good  to  the 
students.  Fisk  is  continuing  the  experiment  as  a  means  of  removing: 
the  "scandal"  and  "disgrace"  resting  upon  the  college  world — nay,  let 
us  say,  as  a  means  of  securing  for  our  students  those  qualities  of  char- 
acter and  intellect  which  will  bring  to  light  and  into  achievement  the 
high  potentialities  vested  in  them.  The  University  has  not  less  au- 
thority and  right,  and  not  less  moral  obligation  to  do  well  by  the 
students,  than  had  the  military.  Fisk  believes  in  the  practice  of  the 
elimination  of  the  incapable,  and  sifts  its  student  body  as  few  col- 
ledges  do.  But  Fisk  knows  only  too  well  how  inadequate  the  elementary 
training  of  hundreds  of  its  students  has  been.  To  make  up  to  the 
students,  special  and  extra  guidance  and  direction  must  be  given,  if 
even  the  capable  are  to  escape  the  cold  and  mechanical  process  of 
"inexorable  exclusion."  As  a  matter  of  fact  this  statement  is  true  of 
many,  if  not  all,  of  our  colleges.     At  all  events  no  friend  of  the  Uni- 
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versity  would  or  could  justify  it  if  it  failed  to  carry  out  the  experi- 
ment of  supervised  study  until  some  better  plan  had  been  evolved. 
The  way  to  freedom  as  well  as  to  power  lies  through  drill  and  training. 

Attendance. 

In  June  we  anticipated  a  small  attendance  for  the  coming  year.  In 
October  we  had  enrolled,  largely  because  of  the  establishment  of  the 
S.  A.  T.  C,  549  students  in  all  departments.  The  distribution  in  our 
various  departments  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


SEX 

Graduate 

College 

Preparatory 

Music 

Training 
School 

Male 

Female 

1 
0 

150 

128 

77 
79 

2 
61 

8 
43 

Total- _ 

1 

278 

156 

63 

51 

The  total  of  278  of  college  students  exceeds  last  year's  final  total  by 
57.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  heavy  registration  of  men  in  the 
Freshman  class,  many  of  whom  barely  met  the  Government  require- 
ment of  twelve  entrance  units. 

In  January  our  college  attendance  is  as  follows: 


SEX 

Senior 

Junior 

Sophomore 

Freshman 

Total 

Male 

Female 

4 
25 

8 
16 

17 
23 

40 

39 

72* 
113* 

Total- 

29 

24 

40 

79 

185* 

The  results  of  demobilization  are  very  clearly  represented  by  the 
fall  in  male  attendance.  The  shrinkage  betokens  not  only  financial 
disappointment  and  inability,  but  a  demoralization  of  spirit  that  first 
lost  interest  in  books  because  of  the  fighting  days  ahead,  and  then  lost 
heart  because  of  the  poor  scholastic  record  made.  Of  course  a  good 
many  were  not  really  prepared  for  college  work. 


Attendance  of  Young  Women. 

The  continued  heavy  registration  of  young  women  has  been  almost 
surprising.  Parents  were  naturally  somewhat  anxious  about  allowing 
their  daughters  to  come  so  close  to  an  army  camp.    To  reassure  them, 
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the  President  issued  a  statement  promising  utmost  endeavors  to  pro- 
tect the  young  women  and  declaring  that  any  student  not  content  to 
live  by  the  strictest  rules  of  reserve  and  propriety  would  have  an 
early  invitation  to  return  home.  The  University  kept  its  promise  to 
the  letter.  A  considerable  number  of  the  girls  not  wise  and  prudent 
for  their  own  protection,  have  been  returned  to  parental  authority. 
The  continued  excess  of  applications  for  admission  to  Jubilee  Hall 
enables  us  to  choose  those  we  will  accept.  Good  character  (which 
includes  modesty  and  happy  content  with  all  our  regulations),  and 
scholastic  ability  and  industry,  will  increasingly  be  the  tests  of  ad- 
mission to  Jubilee  Hall. 

Salaries  of  Teachers. 

The  war  cut  heavily  into  our  corps  of  workers.  Some  were  in  the 
army  and  some  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  war  work.  Our  physical  directors 
were  not  needed  so  long  as  the  army  was  here  and  the  gymnasium 
used  as  a  dormitory.  The  cruelly  small  salaries  paid  many  of  our 
teachers  called  loudly  for  increases.  The  money  saved  by  a  decreased 
staff  was  used  in  increasing  practically  all  the  salaries  on  the  lower 
half  of  our  teachers'  salary  list.  Later  on,  the  General  Education 
Board  very  generously  enabled  us  to  raise  most  of  the  salaries  in  the 
college  department.  While  the  new  salaries  are  a  great  stimulus  to 
better  work,  they  are  still  very  much  smaller  than  are  paid  in  very 
many  of  the  High  Schools  of  the  land.  Our  teachers  continue  to  make 
a  donation  of  education  to  our  students. 

The  aid  from  the  General  Education  Board  is  intended  both  as  a 
recognition  of  efficiencies  already  attained,  and  as  a  means  of  higher 
efficiencies  in  the  future. 

University  Standards. 

High  standards  remain  the  beckoning  goal  of  the  University.  Our 
Faculty  is  increasingly  united  in  the  definition  of  what  are  proper 
and  desirable  standards  of  discipline  and  scholarship:  We  aim  at 
clearness  and  defmiteness  of  thought,  thoroughness  and  accuracy  of 
work,  steadiness  and  fidelity  in  application,  and  honesty  and  uniform- 
ity of  grading.  We  aim  to  give  the  student  all  that  he  is  capable  of 
receiving,  and  to  make  honest  report  to  him  and  to  the  world  as  to 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  attainment  he  has  made. 

Admission  and  Classification. 

Our  college  admission  requirements  are  high.  The  unfortunately 
poor  facilities  for  preparation  in  many  of  the  schools  and  academies 
for  colored  youth  make  it  necessary  many  times  to  require  one  and 
even  two  years  repetition  of  the  work  for  which  credit  has  previously 
been  given.    Honesty  requires  that  we  do  this.    Otherwise  the  student 
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FISK   MEMORIAL  CHAPEL. 

A  memorial  to  General  Clinton  B.  Fisk.      A  beautiful  church  without  and  within. 

It  is  in  great  need  of  electric  lighting,  as  well  as  new  carpet 

for  the  platform  and  aisles. 
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can  never  do  good  work.  With  the  conditions  as  they  are,  it  may  be 
wise  not  to  give  definite  classification  to  students  when  they  first  come, 
but  to  give  them  an  unclassified  rank  until  they  have  been  tested  for  a 
sufficient  length  of  time,  just  as  Harvard  receives  some  of  her  students. 

Grading  of  Students. 

Many  students  in  many  institutions  are  given  indiscriminately  high 
grades  to  their  own  disadvantage  and  to  the  disrepute  of  those  insti- 
tutions. Many  honor  students  means  practically  no  honors  at  all.  We 
are,  therefore,  attempting  to  secure  a  uniform  standard  of  grading  by 
all  our  teachers,  and  are  setting  for  ourselves  a  norm  of  distribu- 
tion of  marks  which  will  give  real  distinction  to  those  who  secure  high 
marks.  Continued  observation  of  the  reports  of  the  teachers  and 
charting  of  their  gradings  serve  also  as  a  means  of  measuring  the 
teachers. 

An  Ail-Year  College. 

Another  change  forced  upon  us  was  the  system  of  quarters  instead 
of  semesters  as  the  units  of  time  within  the  year.  Our  first  endeavor 
was  to  keep  our  records  in  such  shape  that  we  could  give  quarterly 
reports  to  the  Government  and  not  abandon  semester  reports  for  our- 
selves. A  double  system  of  this  sort,  however,  could  not  be  efficient 
nor  could  it  be  long  maintained.  So  we  early  announced  our  intention 
of  passing  over  to  the  quarter  system  as  soon  as  possible.  This  will 
enable  us  to  introduce  a  summer  session,  which  has  been  the  desire  of 
the  President  for  a  long  time.  Our  present  plan  is  to  start  on  the  new 
plan  next  September.  This  will  open  a  door  for  ambitious  teachers 
who  have  desired  to  come  to  Fisk,  but  who  have  been  obliged  to  teach 
during  the  fall,  winter  and  spring.  Moreover,  those  who  have  the 
means  will  be  able  to  finish  the  college  course  in  three  instead  of  four 
years,  and  those  who  support  themselves  can  work  any  quarter  when 
employment  is  remunerative  and  study  any  quarter  when  jobs  are 
scarce  and  wages  low. 

Concentrated  Study. 

In  making  the  necessary  redistribution  of  time  incident  to  the  shift 
to  the  quarter  system  we  propose  another  change  looking  toward  in- 
creased efficiency.  WTe  shall  endeavor  to  have  as  many  of  the  courses 
as  possible  call  for  recitations  five  times  per  week,  so  that  a  student 
will  ordinarily  carry  only  three  subjects  at  a  time  instead  of  five  or 
six.  This  will  so  concentrate  the  student's  attention  that  he  will  get 
a  much  stronger  grasp  upon  his  subjects.  It  will  also  result  in  such 
speed  that  late  entrance  or  any  considerable  number  of  absences  or 
any  continued  carelessness  in  the  work  will  almost  automatically  pre- 
vent the  student  from  passing  one  or  more  subjects  for  that  quarter.    It 
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BENNETT  HALL. 

Named  in  honor  of  Professor  Bennett.  It  is  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building-  and  second 
boys'  dormitory.  Originally  planned  for  another  wing,  lack  of  funds  has  pre- 
vented the  additional  construction.  There  are  no  adequate  facilities  for  a  modern 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  program. 
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will  also  give  the  student  who  fails  an  earlier  and  easier  chance  to  re- 
peat the  subject  and  thus  to  secure  credit  for  it.  In  other  words  the 
rewards  and  penalties  for  scholastic  conduct  will  be  greater;  opportu- 
nities and  responsibilities  will  both  be  intensified. 

Tuition  Fees. 

We  raised  our  charges  for  board  and  lodging  by  two  dollars  a  month 
last  year,  but  we  still  have  a  heavy  deficit  on  these  accounts.  Unless 
prices  shall  recede,  we  shall  probably  have  to  make  another  advance, 
or  continue  to  make  a  gift  of  part  of  his  food  to  the  students.  It  is 
our  aim  to  keep  every  cost  as  low  as  possible  for  the  students,  while 
giving  them  the  very  best  of  opportunities  for  intellectual  development. 
Of  course  we  never  expect  the  tuition  fees  to  cover  tuition  costs. 
Nevertheless  because  of  the  great  disproportion  between  payments  and 
benefits  you  at  your  last  meeting  authorized  an  increased  tuition 
charge  for  all  college  students  registering  next  September  or  there- 
after. At  the  same  time  you  directed  that  the  increase  in  tuition  in- 
come should  constitute  a  President's  Fund,  which  the  President  may 
use  at  his  discretion  in  aid  of  needy  and  worthy  students.  You  also 
dNrected  that  in  case  of  real  need  the  payment  of  the  increase  of  tui- 
tion might  be  deferred  on  the  giving  of  a  note  payable  within  a  year 
after  leaving  the  University.  The  change  to  the  four-quarter  system 
may  make  it  advisable  to  modify  the  basis  of  tuition  charges.  The 
President  suggests  that  instead  of  a  straight  charge  of  $50.00  for  three 
quarters  (two  semesters),  the  charge  shall  be  $16.00  per  quarter  where 
the  student  is  taking  the  full  regular  work,  and  that  $6.00  per 
quarter  be  charged  for  each  course  (five  hours  or  fraction  of  five  hours) 
taken.  Thus,  on  the  basis  of  5-hour  courses,  one  course  or  less  would 
cost  $6.00,  two  courses  or  less,  $12.00  and  three  courses  or  less,  $16.00. 

It  will  readily  be  seen  that  these  changes  will  not  affect  students 
already  in  our  college  department,  so  the  increase  of  income  planned 
will  not  be  realized  for  several  years  to  come. 

New  Trustees. 

As  known  to  all  the  former  members  of  the  Board,  we  have  been 
seeking  for  several  years  to  add  to  the  membership  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  to  build  it  up  in  power.  Gradually  we  are  finding  the 
devoted  persons  willing  to  help  us.  Those  who  have  joined  us  since 
the  beginning  of  the  present  administration  include  M.  G.  Brumbaugh, 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania;  Thomas  Jesse  Jones,  of  the  Federal  Bu- 
reau of  Education;  L.  Hollingsworth  Wood,  of  the  Urban  League  on 
Negro  Conditions;  Whiting  Williams,  of  Cleveland;  former  Judge 
Robert  McMurdy,  of  Chicago;  Robert  R.  Moton,  Principal  of  Tuskegee 
Institute;  Mrs.  Arch  Trawick,  Secretary  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Nashville, 
Tennessee;  Mrs.  Beverly  B.  Mumford,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  Miss 
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Ella  Sachs,  of  New  York.  These  new  members  represent  wisdom  and 
energy.  Note  will  be  taken  of  the  fact  that  three  of  them  are  women 
and  four  of  them  reside  in  the  South. 

Financial  Report. 

The  statistical  report  of  the  Treasurer,  covering  the  year  closing 
June  30,  1918,  is  largely  self-explanatory.  By  comparison  with  the 
report  published  just  a  year  ago,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  value  of  our 
Educational  Plant  has  increased  within  the  year  from  $396,000  to  $516,- 
750,  representing  an  increase  of  $105,000  in  buildings  and  $17,000  in 
equipment  and  $2,500  in  land.  This  is  the  reflection  of  the  expendi- 
tures within  the  financial  year  of  the  $150,000  so  largely  given  by  the 
General  Educational  Board  and  the  Carnegie  Corporation.  Our  total 
holdings  now  amount  to  $779,000  as  compared  with  $651,000  a  year  ago. 

The  income  for  the  year  was  $63,200  as  compared  with  $64,600  the 
previous  year.  Donations  for  student  aid  fell  off  $1,100  this  year.  Ex- 
penditures increased  from  $72,685  to  $79,600,  or  nearly  $7,000.  The 
cost  of  instruction  rose  $3,000,  operation  of  plant  $2,400,  administra- 
tion, $4,500.  Losses  on  the  dining  room  were  reduced  $3,000  and  on  the 
dormitories,  $1,200.  The  increase  of  expenditures  should  not  cause  any 
surprise  when  the  general  increase  of  costs  of  every  sort  is  taken  into 
consideration.  Nor  should  it  appear  unreasonable  to  anticipate  a  fur- 
ther increase  of  at  least  $5,000  for  the  current  year.  Labor  costs  have 
doubled  and  trebled.  In  spite  of  my  strong  desire  not  to  do  so,  we  may 
be  obliged  before  next  September  to  increase  our  dormitory  and  dining 
charges. 

Financial  Needs. 

At  the  very  best,  it  is  clear  that  we  must  anticipate  an  annual  ex- 
penditure of  at  least  $85,000.  Our  income  has  been  slightly  under  $65,- 
000,  and  of  this  amount  we  shall  lose  the  Rosenwald  Fund  of  $10,000 
per  year,  unless  we  can  complete  that  Fund  for  a  period  of  four  years. 
It  is  evident  that  inclusive  of  the  Rosenwald  Fund,  we  shall  need  more 
than  $25,000  a  year  for  the  next  four  years  to  keep  from  going  into 
debt  during  that  period.  We  shall  need  still  more  if  we  are  to  dimin- 
ish our  present  debt  or  add  to  our  expenditures  for  necessary  improve- 
ments. I  call  upon  the  Trustees  to  join  in  a  strong  appeal  to  the  men 
and  women  and  agencies  interested  in  our  cause  to  come  to  our  early 
relief.  I  believe  that  we  can  expect  the  help  I  suggest  to  come  to  us 
within  the  next  four  months. 

Investment  Committee. 

In  line  with  the  recommendation  of  Treasurer  Fairchild  last  year, 
an  investment  committee  of  three  has  been  created,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Nelson,  Mr.  Morgan  and  our  Trustee,  Mr.  Napier,  all  of  Nashville.   This 
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committee  has  taken  hold  of  things  in  a  splendid  way,  and  we  have 
reason  to  be  thankful  for  the  good  that  is  coming  to  us  through  their 
efforts. 

Business  Manager. 

Our  Instructor  in  Accountancy  acted  last  year  as  purchasing  agent. 
This  year  he  took  over  the  work  of  business  manager.  Under  the 
strain  of  the  military  situation  we  could  not  have  pulled  through  with- 
out such  an  officer.  Triple  work,  however,  fell  upon  him,  and  so  we 
have  not  yet  demonstrated  the  increase  of  efficiency  which  a  central- 
ized business  administration  should  show.  Between  now  and  Septem- 
ber the  new  machinery  should  begin  to  make  itself  manifest  to  our 
very  evident  advantage. 

Social  Efficiency. 

With  the  concentration  of  energy,  the  increase  of  scholastic  efficiency, 
and  the  speeding  up  process  which  are  to  give  greater  power  in  less 
time  to  our  students,  it  is  important  that  we  do  not  forget  the  recrea- 
tive and  social  features  of  collegiate  years.  We  should  assure  these 
features  without  allowing  them  to  make  undue  drain  upon  the  time 
and  energies  of  the  students.  Last  year  I  called  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  we  should  fall  short,  unless  we  could  secure  "an  efficient  or- 
ganization of  the  life  and  work  of  the  campus."  I  emphasized  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  "personalization  of  relationships  without  which  there  is  not 
likely  to  come  that  adjustment  by  the  student  to  people  and  to  the 
world  which  is  so  essential  to  happiness,  if  not  to  success,"  and  said 
that  "the  President  sees  certain  ways  of  approaching  this  problem,  but 
they  involve  some  expense."  I  venture  to  reiterate  these  statements, 
and  to  point  out  that  until  funds  can  enable  us  to  do  some  of  these 
auxiliary  things  we  shall  not  realize  to  the  full  the  scholastic  results 
which  seem  so  close  at  hand. 

In  Mem  oriam. 

Each  year  the  claims  of  the  world  beyond  seem  to  rob  us  of  our 
friends,  our  workers  and  our  defenders.  It  is  impossible  to  note  them 
all  in  a  report  like  this.  And  yet  it  is  impossible  to  omit  all  reference 
to  them,  even  though  you  and  all  the  world  know  better  than  I  the 
losses  we  have  sustained. 

Mrs.  Morrow. 

In  the  passing  of  Mrs.  Rosalie  L.  Morrow,  the  devoted  wife  of  our 
Dean  and  Pastor,  we  lost  a  helper  who  for  seventeen  years  in  various 
capacities  as  teacher  and  as  worker  in  the  church  and  Sunday  school 
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and  in  the  Missionary  Society,  gave  to  Fisk  all  the  wealth  of  heart 
and  head  which  was  hers.  We  shall  miss  her  from  all  these  fields  and 
above  all,  we  shall  miss  her  as  friend  and  neighbor. 

In  its  issue  of  December  22,  1918,  the  Tennessean  and  American 
(Nashville)   gave  the  following  account  of  the  University's — 

Memorial  Services  for  Mrs.  Morrow. 

"On  last  Sunday  afternoon  at  3  o'clock  memorial  services  were  held 
in  Fisk  Memorial  Chapel  for  the  late  Mrs.  C.  W.  Morrow.  Prof.  John 
W.  Work  presided.  The  exercises  were  begun  with  an  impressive 
funeral  march  played  by  Miss  Alice  M.  Grass  of  the  department  of 
music.  A  prayer  was  offered  by  the  university  editor,  Isaac  Fisher, 
and  then  Prof.  Work  asked  Jasper  A.  Atkins  to  speak  for  the  student 
body.  Mr.  Atkins  told  of  Mrs.  Morrow's  deep  interest  in  all  of  the 
students,  of  her  never-failing  courtesy  and  kindness  to  all  of  them,  and 
of  the  lessons  of  gentleness  which  she  had  always  given  them. 

"Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Talley,  speaking  for  the  Missionary  Society,  in 
which  Mrs.  Morrow  was  such  an  active  worker,  told  of  her  genuine 
love  for  missions  and  her  interest  in  the  sufferings  of  all  peoples  every- 
where.    Here  a  favorite  song  of  Mrs.  Morrow's,  "Lead  Kindly  Light," 


CARNEGIE    LIBRARY. 

Has   served   this   year   as   recitation   building  and   study   hall   as   well  as   library. 
The  upper  rooms  are  for  seminary   purposes. 
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was  sung  by  Miss  Myrtle  Wiggins.  The  program  had  provided  for  a 
tribute  on  behalf  of  the  alumni,  by  Miss  Mary  Stevens,  but  owing  to  her 
illness,  Miss  Dora  A.  Scribner  repeated  some  of  the  tributes  to  Mrs. 
Morrow  which  Miss  Stevens  had  planned  to  offer.  The  latter  had 
Mrs.  Morrow  as  a  teacher  from  the  kindergarten  all  the  way  through 
college,  and  was  impressed  with  her  gentle  character  and  the  emphasis 
she  "placed  upon  the  so-called  little  things  of  life — personal  appearance 
and  the  like. 

"Speaking  for  the  faculty,  President  McKenzie  told  of  his  first  meet- 
ing with  Mrs.  Morrow,  and  his  subsequent  description  of  her  as  'a 
cameo.'  He  told  of  the  sweetness  of  her  life,  her  tact,  the  correctness 
of  her  own  conduct,  her  helpfulness  as  a  pastor's  wife,  as  a  member  of 
the  faculty  and  as  a  member  of  the  whole  Fisk  community,  interested, 
always  in  the  moral  life  of  the  school  and  standing  at  all  times  for  the 
highest  standards  of  personal  conduct." 

Dr.  Gladden. 

I  am  sure  I  am  not  going  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  appropriate  and 
needful  when  I  refer  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Washington  Gladden.  He  was. 
friend  and  counsellor  of  the  great  souls  who  laid  the  physical  and. 
spiritual  foundations  of  Fisk  University.  He  was  present  in  person 
when  Livingstone  Hall  was  begun.  He  was  from  boyhood  days  the 
sane  and  wise  friend  and  advocate  of  the  colored  people.  Ever  a 
pioneer  in  the  fields  of  social  advancement,  he  was  from  the  beginning, 
a  true  servant  of  God,  a  prophet  of  righteousness,  and  has  now  gone  to 
counsel  with  Abraham  and  Isaac  and  Jacob  and  the  whole  company  of 
prophets  of  all  times  who  still  labor  for  truth  and  justice  and  beauty 
and  happiness  throughout  the  universe  of  God. 

I  trust  it  may  not  lessen  the  value  of  the  tribute  we  would  pay  the 
heroic  Gladden,  when  I  add  a  brief  expression  of  my  personal  obligation 
to  him.  In  the  years  of  my  service  at  the  Ohio  State  University  and  of 
my  endeavors  for  social  welfare  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  Dr.  Gladden  was 
my  chief  inspiration  and  encouragement.  I  did  not  know  him  inti- 
mately. I  did  not  see  him  often.  I  did  not  attend  his  church  regularly. 
And  yet  he  was  the  dynamo  that  furnished  power  and  even  more  fur- 
nished regularity  and  continuance  to  the  social  programs  with  which  I 
was  privileged  to  align  myself.  He  was  good  to  me  in  encouraging 
words  and  in  that  friendship  which  great  souls  can  grant  to  the  multi- 
tudes, and  all  this  in  spite  of  my  inability  at  times  to  agree  with  some 
of  his  ideas.  If  I  shall  prove  to  be  of  service  to  Fisk  University  it  will 
be  in  part  the  result  of  the  quickening  life  and  words  of  the  prophet, 
Washington  Gladden. 

Miss  Wells. 

Still  another  pioneer  has  left  us.  We  of  a  later  generation  are  in 
grave  danger  of  overlooking  the  tremendous  service  of  those  who  im 
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the  morning  of  Negro  education  forsook  practically  everything,  counted 
their  lives  as  naught,  that  they  might  hring  to  the  slave  something 
vastly  better  than  civil  liberty,  namely,  spiritual  freedom.  Miss  "Wells' 
life  was  a  thrilling  one;  dramatic,  if  not  romantic,  in  its  wartime  serv- 
ice, inspiring  and  prophetic  in  its  three  score  of  patient  years  of  devo- 
tion and  endeavor  for  the  splendid  cause  of  Negro  welfare,  almost  pa- 
thetic in  its  closing  years  of  poverty,  weakness,  and  growing  loneliness, 
beautiful  in  its  quiet  resignation  to  the  months  of  suffering  and  pain 
that  preceded  her  translation  to  the  kingdom  of  reward. 

Fayette  Avery  McKenzie. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

For  the  Year  Ending  June  30,  1918. 


Balance  Sheet,  General  and  Special  Fund  Account. 

ASSETS. 

Current  Assets: 

Cash     $  5,353.29 

Accounts  Receivable 1,501.73 

Unexpired  Insurance 441.38 

Book  Store  Inventory 472.63 

Total   Current   Assets $     7,769.03 

Educational  Plant: 

Land,   campus    74,951.02 

Buildings    355,197.75 

Equipment  inventoried,  1918 86,602.01 

Total   Educational    Plant 516,750.78 

Investment  of  General  and  Special  Funds: 

Mortgages   on  Real   Estate 1,475.08 

Life  Policy,  premiums  paid 90.78 

1,565.86 
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LIABILITIES   AND  FUNDS. 

Current  Liabilities: 

Notes  Payable    63,500.00 

Accounts  Payable   2,651.95 


Total  current  liabilities 66,151.95 

Special  Funds: 

Geo.  L.  White,  for  Conservatory  of  Music 1,232.65 

Balance  Teachers'  Scholarship  Fund 

unexpended   100.00 

Helen  C.  Morgan,  Fisk  Club,  Nashville 265.71 

Building  and  Improvement,    (1917.) 2,563.55 

4,161.91 
General  Capital  Fund: 

Balance,  June  30,  1917 344,592.30 

Add:  Appropriation  from  Building  and  Im- 
provement Fund  for  Permanent  Improve 
ments    139,952.68 

484,544.98 
Deduct  Deficit  of  Income,  1917-18.  .$16,380.68 

Depreciation  of  Buildings 5,659.80 

Adjustment   of   Equipment  account 

to  the  Inventory  Value 5,602.51 

Old  acc'ts  considered  uncollectable    1,130.18     28,773.17—455.771.81 


526,085.67     526,085.67 


Balance  Sheet,  Endowment  Accounts. 

Assets,  Investments: 

Real  Estate 7,250 

Mortgages  on  Real  Estate 200,674.92 

Bonds  of  Corporations 35,256.20 

Certificate  of  Deposit   847.27 

Note   Receivable    9,000.00 

Liabilities,  Funds: 

General   Endowment    201,384.43 

Professorship  Endowment   8,788.14 

Library  Endowment 8,994.22 

Scholarship  Endowment 25,861.60 

Annuity  Funds 8,000.00 


253,028.39—253,028.39 
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Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  Year  Ending  June  30,  1918. 

Income. 

From  Students: 

Tuition:  Arts   and   Sciences $7,850.06 

Music  School    4,686.50 

Training  School    460.50     12,997.06 

Sundry  Fees:   Laboratories    718.00 

library 389.09 

Miscellaneous    1,449.09       2,556.18 

Total   Received   from   Students 15,553.24 

From  Endowment: 

Interest    13,943.30 

Rent  of  Real  Estate 258,21 

Total  Received  from  Endowment 14,201.51 

From  Gifts  for  Current  Purposes: 

Designated:   Slater  Fund  for  Salaries 2,000.00 

A.  M.  A.  for  Salaries 5,500.00 

Donors  for  Student  Aid 1,490.86 

Miscellaneous 132.50 

9,123.36 

Not  Designated:   General  Education  Board 10,000.00 

Various  Donors    13,365.30 

Total  Received  from  Gifts  for  Current  Pur- 
poses      32,488.66 

From  Miscellaneous  Sources 955.88 

Total  Income  for  Current  Purposes 63,199.29 

Deficit  of  Income  for  Year 16,380.68 

79,579.97 
Appropriated  from   Building  and   Improve- 
ment Fund  for  Permanent  Improvements.  131,402.68 

210,982.65 
Expenditure. 

For  Instruction: 

Arts  and  Sciences  $  24,497.08 

Music   School    4,697.24 

Training   School    1,981.39 

Library 888.84 

32,064.55 
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Other  Activities: 

Dormitories,  net   4,462.70 

Dining  room,  net 1,832.27 

Dairy,    net    1,797.73 

Book  Store,  net 224.00 

Jubilee   Quartette,  net 1,974.11 

10,290.81 
Operation    and    maintenance    of  plant   (care    of 
grounds  and  buildings  not  included  in  above 

accounts.)     10,008.20 

Administration 21,758.87 

Student  Aid: 

Expenses    847.64 

Aid  to  Students    1,512.44 

2,360.08 

Interest  to  Bank 2,983.24 

Other  Expenses  114.22 


Total  Expenditure  for  Current  Purposes  79,579.97 

Expended  on  Permanent  Improvements: 

Land 2,467.02 

Buildings   106,376.90 

Furniture  and  Equipment 22,558.76—131,402.68 

210,982.65 
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MODEL    TRAINING    SCHOOL. 

Our  elementary  classes  study  in  this  building  which  has  ceased  to  be  model. 
More  space  and  more  adequate  equipment  is  needed  if  we  are  to  do  the  best  for 
our  young  pupils,  and  if  our  prospective  teachers — and  our  graduates  very  largely 
become  teachers — are  to  have  the  model  training  which  we  wish  to  give  them. 
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FAMOUS  CRAVATH  NAME  IS  HIGHLY  HONORED. 


The  Fisk  News  is  unable  to  express  its  pleasure  in  being  able  to 
publish  below  the  news  items  relative  to  a  name  that  will  always  be 
dear  to  Fisk  University  and  all  those  who  loved  the  statesman-edu- 
cator— Dr.  E.  M.  Cravath — who  made  the  school  a  monument  to  Chris- 
tian foresight  and  benevolence. 

In  a  letter  to  the  New  York  Times,  bearing  date  of  January  7,  1919, 
and  published  January  16,  Honorable  James  M.  Beck  made  the  fol- 
lowing statement  which  The  Times  published  under  this  caption: 

"TWO  BENCHERS  OF  GRAY'S  INN." 

"To  the  Editor  of  The  New  York  Times: 

"A  few  days  ago  The  Times  made  a  complimentary  reference  to  a 
great  honor  that  Gray's  Inn  had  done  me  during  my  stay  in  London. 
It  should  be  added  that  simultaneously  Gray's  Inn  also  elected  Paul  D. 
Cravath,  Esq.,  of  the  New  York  bar,  an  Honorary  Bencher.  This  gives 
me  an  opportunity  to  testify  to  Mr.  Cravath's  very  great  service  to  the 
cause  of  the  Allies  in  the  last  year  or  more.  Leaving  behind  him  one  of 
the  most  lucrative  law  practices  in  America,  Mr.  Cravath  went  to  Lon- 
don and  became  the  counsel  for  the  Interallied  Commission,  and  while 
in  London  I  heard  many  favorable  comments  upon  the  skill  and  tact 
with  which  he  reconciled  at  times  seemingly  divergent  interests.  In  his 
case  the  recognition  of  this  venerable  Inn  is  richly  deserved." 

Mr.  Paul  Cravath  is  a  son  of  Fisk's  first  president;  and  is  the  Pres- 
ident of  Fisk's  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  News  was  glad  to  have  this  news  item,  as  already  remarked, 
but  when  the  Editor,  quite  casually  came  to  a  definitive  statement  of 
what  the  honor  conferred  upon  Mr.  Cravath  really  means,  written  by 
Marquise  Be  Fontenoy,  and  appearing  in  the  Washington  Post  (D.  C), 
on  February  3,  1919,  it  was  felt  that  the  statement  was  too  interesting 
to  be  kept  from  the  readers  of  the  News. 
The  Washington  Post  article  is  as  follows: 

J.  M.  BECK  AND  PAUL  CRAVATH  GAIN  RARE  BRITISH  HONOR. 


Gray's  Inn  in  electing  James  M.  Beck,  former  Assistant  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States,  and  Paul  D.  Cravath,  who  has  been  in 
France  and  England  throughout  the  war  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  government,  has  followed  the  example  of  the  Middle  Temple  in 
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bestowing  similar  distinctions  upon  the  late  Joseph  H.  Choate,  Ambas- 
sador to  Great  Britain,  and  upon  the  late  Theodore  Roosevelt.  It  is 
a  distinction  which  is  exceedingly  rare  in  the  case  of  any  one  not  a 
subject  of  the  British  crown.  In  fact,  I  am  under  the  impression  that 
the  four  American  citizens  just  mentioned  are  the  only  foreigners 
ever  selected  for  this  token  of  admiration  and  good  will  by  any  of 
the  four  inns  of  court,  namely,  Gray's  Inn,  Lincoln's  Inn,  the  Middle 
Temple  and  the  Inner  Temple. 

Bencherships  are  something  akin  to  honorary  degrees  of  univer- 
sities. The  inns  of  court,  indeed,  were  described  as  far  back  as  in  the 
days  of  James  I  as  "the  judicial  University  of  England,"  and  among 
those  who  have  received  the  distinction  just  bestowed  upon  James  M. 
Beck  and  Paul  D.  Cravath,  both  of  New  York,  have  been  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  Sir  Francis  Drake,  the  great  Duke  of  Wellington,  Edward 
VII,  King  George  and  the  present  Prince  of  Wales.  None  of  them 
lawyers  by  profession. 

Admitted  to  English  Bar. 

A  bencher  is  a  member  of  the  governing  committee  of  each  of  the 
inns  of  court.  These  committees  of  benchers  are  recruited  from  king's 
counsel  and  from  eminent  members  of  the  bar,  and  they  exercise  the 
office  of  admitting  students  to  the  bar  and  possess  the  power  of  ex- 
pelling them,  subject  to  appeal  to  the  judges  of  the  superior  courts. 

Through  their  election  as  benchers,  James  M.  Beck  and  Paul  D. 
Cravath  have  been  admitted  to  the  English  bar,  and  as  such  are  en- 
titled to  certain  prerogatives  and  are  supposed  to  be  subject  to  certain 
rules  and  ethics.  They  enjoy  by  statute  as  members  of  the  bar  what 
the  law  describes  as  "unfettered  freedom  of  speech."  On  the  other 
hand,  they  are  precluded  from  traveling,  either  on  board  of  ship  or  by 
rail,  in  anything  but  first  class.  A  multimillionaire  noble,  such  as,  for 
instance,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  or  a  great  prelate,  such  as  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  who  is  primate  of  England,  and  whose  home  is 
in  Lambeth  palace,  is  free,  if  he  lists,  to  take  his  seat  in  a  third-class 
carriage  when  journeying  by  rail  in  England.  But  woe  betide  James 
M.  Beck  or  Paul  D.  Cravath  if  he  ventures  on  any  such  means  of  loco- 
motion. He  will  be  quickly  called  to  account  and  subjected  to  all 
sorts  of  extravagant  penalties. 

Must  Keep  Cleanly  Shaved. 

They  are  also  forbidden  to  engage  in  any  sort  of  trade.  Above  all, 
they  must  not  do  anything  that  is  in  the  nature  of  self-advertisement. 
They  are  supposed  to  keep  their  faces  cleanly  shaved,  or  at  the  most, 
to  restrict  the  hirsute  adornment  of  their  features  to  muttonchop 
whiskers,  although  in  late  years  this  rule  has  been  less  strictly  en- 
forced than  formerly,  and  their  garments  are  required  to  be  of  somber 
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hue,  especially  when  they  appear  within  any  legal  precincts.  Indeed, 
judges  have  ere  this  expressed  their  inability  to  "see"  eminent  king's 
counsel,  and  consequently  to  hear  their  arguments  when  these  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  have  appeared  before  them  with  buff-colored  waist- 
coats and  light-hued  trousers  showing  beneath  their  silk  gowns. 

Both  James  M.  Beck  and  Paul  D.  Cravath  are  furthermore  required 
under  all  sorts  of  terrible  penalties  to  refrain  from  "hugging"  an  at- 
torney. Hugging  an  attorney  in  this  case  does  not  mean  embracery, 
even  in  the  latter's  legal  meaning,  but  consists  in  dining  or  wining  an 
attorney  with  the  object  of  getting  a  brief  out  of  him.  In  fact,  when 
on  circuit  the  juniors  are  authorized  to  exercise  a  species  of  inquisi- 
torial watch  over  seniors,  even  if  the  latter  are  king's  counsel,  and  may 
actually  invade  their  apartments. 

Must  Don  Wig  and  Gown. 
Of  course,  as  an  English  bencher,  James  M.  Beck  and  Paul  D.  Cra- 
vath will  be  obliged,  on  specified  occasions,  to  wear  the  distinctive  wig 
and  gown  of  the  profession.     The  gown  is   the  most  uncomfortable, 
disagreeable  and  get-in-the-way  garment  ever  invented.     Its  origin,  is 


CHASE   HALL. 

Named  for  Professor  Chase.     This  building  is  crowded  to  the  roof  with  its  classes 

in  chemistry,  physics,  biology,  and  other  subjects.     Another  science 

hall  must  be  added  in  the  not  distant  future. 
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a  mystery.  But  the  oldest  prints  and  wood  cuts  representing  tribunals 
show  lawyers  pleading  in  gowns  identical  in  shape  to  those  worn  today 
by  the  members  of  the  English  bar.  They  are  practically  the  same  cut 
in  all  the  ranks  of  the  profession.  Between  the  ordinary  black  gown 
of  the  judge  and  of  the  king's  counsel  and  that  worn  by  the  utters — 
that  is  to  say,  the  members  of  the  outer  bar  who  have  not  attained  the 
dignity  of  king's  counsel,  and  the  students  who  have  not  received  their 
calls,  there  is  no  visible  distinction,  except  in  the  material.  The  latter, 
in  the  case  of  the  judges  and  of  the  king's  counsel,  is  of  silk,  and  for 
the  others  of  "stuff" — that  is  to  say,  a  species  of  alpaca  known  as 
princetta. 

No  Fees  Received  Direct. 

The  two  principal  features  of  the  gown  are  the  small  pieces  of  stuff, 
roughly  shaped  like  a  W,  attached  to  the  yoke  at  the  back,  represent- 
ing the  bag  or  purse  which  barristers  wore  behind  them,  and  into 
which  their  clients  were  in  the  habit  of  bygone  days  of  dropping  the 
honoraria  or  fees  so  as  not  to  wound  the  susceptibility  of  counsel  by 
openly  paying  them  for  their  services,  which  by  an  amiable  fiction 
were,  and  still  are,  supposedly  rendered  free  of  charge.  For  even  in 
these  present  times  no  money  is  allowed  to  pass  directly  from  clients 
to  members  of  the  bar,  and  the  fees  have  all  to  be  paid  through  the 
attorney  or  solicitor. 

The  other  feature  of  the  gown  is  the  pair  of  narrow  straps  about  2 
feet  long  and  2  inches  broad  attached  to  the  shoulders,  and  facetiously 
denominated  "communication  cords."  As  tradition  has  it,  these  were 
grasped  to  detain  the  member  of  the  bar  when  he  evinced  a  desire  to 
escape  from  some  importunate  client  desirous  of  discussing  his  case, 
or  of  openly  handing  over  a  fee.  Nowadays  the  idea  of  a  member  of 
the  bar  running  away  from  a  client  is  difficult  to  conceive. 

The  wigs  worn  by  the  benchers,  the  king's  counsel  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  date  from  the  time  of  the  Stuart  kings,  and  have  con- 
tinued in  use  ever  since.  They  are  made  of  horsehair,  instead  of,  as 
formerly,  human  hair;  have  a  number  of  curls  arranged  horizontally 
around  them,  the  curls  being  from  27  to  32  in  number,  and  two  little 
tails  falling  behind  a  little  below  the  collar. 


RACE  CONFERENCES  OF  SIGNIFICANCE. 
(Made  public  by  the  Southern  Publicity  Committee.) 


A  wise  adjustment  of  racial  problems  is  being  promoted  by  the  mul- 
tiplying conferences  between  representatives  of  white  employers  and 
colored  workers  throughout  the  South.  White  workmen  are  included 
wherever  practicable.     The  creation,  under  a  Southern  President,  of  a 
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Bureau  of  Negro  Economics  in  the  Department  of  Labor  has  empha- 
sized the  negro's  vital  relation  to  national  prosperity,  while  the  wom- 
en's clubs  of  the  South  were  already  teaching  us  their  vital  relation 
to  the  physical  and  moral  health  of  the  community. 

The  head  of  the  new  bureau,  Dr.  George  E.  Haynes,  is  a  highly- 
trained  Negro  of  unusual  ability,  who  has  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  the  whites  of  his  home  city,  Nashville,  Tenn.  For  years  the  women 
of  the  Southern  Methodist  Missionary  Council  have  co-operated  with 
him  in  social  betterment  work  for  his  people;  and  in  his  work  for  the 
government  he  is  securing  the  co-operation  of  Southern  men  to  a  re- 
markable degree. 

State  conferences  of  white  employers  and  colored  workmen,  some- 
times of  white  workmen  also,  have  been  held  in  a  few  Northern  states, 
and  in  Virginia,  Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia  and 
Kentucky.  They  are  to  be  held  shortly  in  several  other  Southern 
states.  In  the  last  four  named,  they  were  called  by  the  governors, 
three  of  whom  presided  at  one  or  more  sessions.  State  Advisory 
Committees  of  both  races,  with  a  colored  Director  of  Economics,  have 
been  appointed  in  five  of  these  states;  and  local  committees  are  being 
organized  in  counties  and  cities.  Virginia  has  49  counties  and  three 
cities  already  organized;  Florida  and  Mississippi  have  20  county  com- 
mittees each.  In  Norfolk  the  committee  handles  the  whole  question 
of  negro  wage  earners  for  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  Atlanta  an 
employment  bureau  has  been  opened  under  the  colored  director  to 
connect  white  employers  and  colored  workers  in  agriculture,  industry, 
and  domestic  service. 

These  committees  have  held  hundreds  of  mass-meetings  in  which 
causes  of  friction  and  dissatisfaction  have  been  freely  discussed  by 
both  sides;  and  men  of  both  races  have  secured  a  better  understand- 
ing of  the  need  for  co-operation  on  a  broad  basis  of  human  justice  if 
prosperity  and  contentment  are  to  issue  from  the  war. 

The  policy  of  our  government,  working  with  the  several  states, 
commends  itself  to  the  best  elements  of  both  races,  which  must  work 
in  harmony  if  our  vast  resources  are  to  be  adequately  developed  for 
the  prosperity  of  all. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE  TO  ALL  AMERICAN  SOLDIERS 
AND  SAILORS. 


The  United  States  Treasury  Department  by  the  then  Secretary,  Hon. 
Wm.  G.  McAdoo,  issued  the  following  important  notice  to  all  American 
soldiers  and  sailors,  on  December  4,  1918: 

Approximately  four  million  officers  and  men  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
are  now  insured  with  the  United  States  Government  for  a  grand  total 
of  almost  thirty-seven  billion  dollars. 
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You  owe  it  to  yourself  and  to  your  family  to  hold  on  to  Uncle  Sam's 
insurance.  It  is  the  stronges,  safest,  and  cheapest  life  insurance  ever 
written. 

For  your  protection  Uncle  Sam  has  established  the  greatest  life  in- 
surance company  in  the  world — a  company  as  mighty,  as  generous, 
and  as  democratic  as  the  United  States  Government  itself.  Just  as 
Uncle  Sam  protected  you  and  your  loved  ones  during  the  war,  so  he 
stands  ready  to  continue  this  protection  through  the  days  of  readjust- 
ment and  peace. 

The  privilege  of  continuing  your  Government  insurance  is  a  valu- 
able right  given  to  you  as  part  of  the  compensation  for  your  heroic  and 
triumphant  services.  If  you  permit  the  insurance  to  lapse,  you  lose 
that  right,  and  you  will  never  be  able  to  regain  it.  But  if  you  keep 
up  your  present  insurance — by  the  regular  payment  of  premiums — you 
will  be  able  to  change  it  into  a  standard  Government  policy  without 
medical  examination.  Meantime  you  can  keep  up  your  present  insur- 
ance at  substantially  the  same  low  rate.  The  Government  will  write 
ordinary  life  insurance,  twenty-payment  life,  endowment  maturing 
at  age  62,  and  other  usual  from  of  insurance.  This  will  be  Govern- 
ment insurance — at  Government  rates. 

The  United  States  Government — through  the  Bureau  of  War  Risk 
Insurance  of  the  Treasury  Department — will  safeguard  you  and  your 
loved  ones  with  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  a  Republic  grateful  to  its 
gallant  defenders.  To  avail  yourself  of  this  protection,  you  must  keep 
up  your  present  insurance.  Carry  back  with  you  to  civil  life,  as  an 
aid  and  an  asset,  the  continued  insurance  protection  of  the  United 
States  Government. 

HOLD  ON  TO  UNCLE  SAM'S  INSURANCE. 


GREAT  MEN  NEEDED  AS  NEVER  BEFORE. 

Recalling  Lowell's  Pronouncement  that  it  is  Nation's 
Chief  Duty  to  Produce  Them. 


The  editorial  published  below  by  the  Rochester  Post  Express  and 
reproduced  in  the  Philadelphia  Public  Ledger  is  deemed  worthy  to  be 
"passed  on"  to  other  readers  by  the  News  at  a  time  when  so  many 
are  beginning  to  feel  that  the  only  thing  needed  to  make  one  a  great 
man  is  a  desire  to  be  a  leader  of  men.  The  last  two  paragraphs  are 
worthy  of  study  by  all  young  people;  for  they  tend  to  suggest  that  the 
desire  for  leadership,  alone,  does  not  qualify  one  to  lead  men.  Knowl- 
edge and  the  power  it  gives  there  must  be.  But  to  these  must  be  added 
that  righteousness  of  life  and  intent  which  makes  the  difference  be- 
tween Napoleon  and  Lincoln: 
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"In  one  of  his  addresses  James  Russell  Lowell  said:  'The  chief 
duty  of  a  nation  is  to  produce  great  men;  for  without  them  its  his- 
tory is  but  the  annals  of  ants  and  bees.'  The  English  historian,  Ed- 
ward Freeman,  made  this  the  topic  of  an  essay  on  'How  to  Grow 
Great  Men,'  in  which  he  undertook  to  discuss  the  quality  of  goodness 
as  it  affects  the  rating  of  men  as  great.  Freeman's  logic  was  sound; 
his  premise  that  no  nations  should  grow  bad  men  even  if  of  great 
ability  cannot  well  be  disputed.  Moreover  it  is  probably  a  safe  state- 
ment to  make  that  there  is  no  way  to  grow  abnormal  genius;  that  ex- 
ceptional men  in  history,  many  of  them,  were  hybrids  which  no  na- 
tional cultivation  would  produce. 

"Freeman's  choice  of  illustrations  was  excellent;  he  took  Alfred  the 
Great,  the  first  great  maker  of  England,  and  George  Washington  as 
examples  of  good  great  men;  of  the  type  of  men  which  nations  should 
strive  to  grow  and  which  to  his  mind  they  might  hope  to  grow.  For 
these  men  were  not  abnormal;  they  were  finely  competent  in  small 
duties  until  called  to  larger  ones;  these  larger  duties  they  fulfilled  by 
the  same  talents  used  in  the  smaller  ones;  they  were  not  self-con- 
scious of  greatness  nor  greedy  of  power;  and  their  abilities  were  not 
exceptional  in  kind  but  in  degree  of  power  to  employ  them. 

"They  were  men  to  emulate  because  it  is  possible  to  emulate  them. 
Against  these  examples,  Freeman  set  the  Caesars,  the  Alexanders,  the 
Genghis  Khans,  the  Napoleons,  classing  them  as  men  of  abnormal 
ability  and  abnormal  power,  but  men  of  whom  it  cannot  be  said  that 
they  were  good  great  men.  Freeman  should  not  be  understood  as 
meaning  that  greatness  is  divorced  from  goodness;  great  leaders  have 
commanded  always  the  allegiance  and  devotion  of  millions  who  be- 
lieved they  were  right  and  good  in  motive,  and  Freeman  claimed  that 
a  great  man,  to  be  so  classed,  must  in  a  large  way  have  intended  good 
in  more  than  a  selfish  limitation. 

"The  discussion  was  not  carried  to  examination  of  one  fact  that  is 
of  great  importance — the  permanence  of  the  work  done  by  the  two 
classes  of  great  men.  Reflection  and  even  a  cursory  refreshing  of  the 
mind  on  facts  of  history  will  show  that  what  the  good  great  men  have 
done  has  lasted;  that  much  that  the  abnormal  great  men  have  done 
has  passed  from  influence  in  world  affairs.  The  reason  is  plain;  the 
good  great  man  builds  for  the  good  of  his  fellows,  and  they  cling  to 
what  he  has  done  as  a  heritage;  out  of  the  ruck  through  which  an  ab- 
normal leader  passes  only  what  is  lastingly  helpful  is  kept  alive. 

"The  world  never  needed  good  great  men  as  it  needs  them  now; 
peoples  wracked  and  wrung  by  discord  and  suffering  need  leaders. 
Lowell  proved  from  his  statement  that  our  nation  had  not  lost  the 
power  to  grow  great  men  who  were  good.  The  world  is  sick  through 
leadership  of  abnormal  sort  able  to  set  a  confederacy  to  running 
amuck.  Strong,  normal,  honest  leadership  must  undo  the  harm.  The 
best  leader  is  just  a  good  man  made  a  great  man." 
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As  Jubilee  Hall  lifts  its  spire  on  a  high  hill  of  Naehville, 
so  Fisk  University,  of  which  it  is  a  part,  must,  in  the  fulness  of 
time,  be  placed  on  high  as  an  all-powerful,  well-equipped  uni- 
versity, to  meet  the  needs  of  the  colored  people  of  the  country. 

The  University  covets  no  honor  of  prestige,  but 
seeks  the  prestige  which  comes  from  broadest  and 
most  far-reaching  service  for  the  common  good. 
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THE  PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


The  Board  of  Trustees, 
Fisk  University. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I  submit  herewith  my  formal  report  for  the  year  closing  June  30, 
1919,  the  fourth  year  of  my  service  at  Fisk  University. 

Surplus  for  the  Year. 

In  many  ways  we  have  reason  to  rejoice  over  the  year.  The  Treas- 
urer's report  appended  hereto  will  show  a  financial  surplus.  Writing 
just  a  year  ago  now,  I  called  your  attention  to  a  certain  deficit  unless 
we  could  secure  more  than  $25,000  a  year  for  a  period  of  four  years, 
inclusive  of  the  Rosenwald  Fund.  Fortunately  we  were  able  to  secure 
$12,500  per  year,  each,  from  the  General  Education  Board  and  the  Car- 
negie Corporation,  in  addition  to  the  renewal  of  the  Rosenwald  Fund. 
Gifts  of  $10,000  each  from  Mr.  Thos.  P.  Norris  of  Kentucky,  from  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  M.  Anderson  of  Los  Angeles,  and  from  the  citizens  of  Nashville 
through  the  Commercial  Club,  as  well  as  numerous  smaller  gifts,  pro- 
vided with  the  preceding  pledges  an  annual  guarantee  fund  of  over 
$37,500.  Without  these  gifts  we  should  have  been  in  desperate  circum- 
stances. With  them  we  are  enabled  to  keep  our  heads  above  the  water 
while  seeking  additional  aid  for  additional  needs. 

Growth  of  Budget. 

You  will  be  interested  to  consider  the  growth  in  current  expendi- 
tures and  income  during  the  last  few  years,  beginning  with  the  year 
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which  closed  just  as  I  came  to  the  campus.    Certain  large  receipts  and 
expenditures  for  permanent  improvements   are  not  included  in  these 

figures. 

For  the  Year  Ending  June  30  Income.  Expenditure. 

1915    $53,028.87  $52,692.39 

1916 55,501.42  70,135.68 

1917 64,609.48  72,685.84 

1918    63,199.29  79,579.97 

1919 93,188.97  88,808.74 

1920* 101,000.00  115,000.00 

It  will  be  noticed  that  our  budget  has  almost  exactly  doubled  in  five 
years.  Costs  of  every  sort  continually  outrun  our  estimates.  Unless 
additional  funds  can  be  made  available  before  next  July  we  shall  once 
more  have  to  report  an  annual  deficit. 

Physical  Education. 

One  item  affecting  largely  our  budget  is  found  in  the  departments  of 
hygiene  and  of  physical  education.  The  U.  S.  Interdepartmental  Social 
Hygiene  Board  made  us  shareholders  in  a  fund  of  $300,000  appropriated 
by  Congress  for  the  study  and  prevention  of  venereal  diseases.  While 
the  $5,000  given  us  covered  only  about  half  of  the  expense  involved,  it 
enabled  us  to  institute  a  work  of  great  value  and  significance.  Instruc- 
tion and  advice  in  hygiene,  physiology,  and  health  have  been  put  on  a 
very  high  plane. 

Income  Gains. 

The  jump  of  income  by  50%  last  year  as  compared  with  the  years 
immediately  preceding  enabled  us  to  do  in  dollars  somewhat  better  for 
our  teachers  than  ever  before  (although  in  purchasing  power  those 
dollars  have  greatly  shrunk),  while  meeting  the  increases  in  general 
costs  of  operation  due  to  rapidly  rising  prices.  An  increase  of  operating 
expense  for  the  current  year,  which  may  run  as  high  as  40%  and  outrun 
assured  income  by  $10,000  or  $15,000,  is  to  be  credited  to  the  same 
general  causes  as  have  affected  our  costs  for  the  last  several  years,  and 
also  to  the  fact  that  the  limitations  on  expenditures  and  service  actually 
maintained  during  the  war  seem  no  longer  possible.  Instead  of  a  staff 
smaller  than  three  years  ago,  caused  by  war  losses,  we  have  had  to 
have  a  larger  staff — and  we  are  still  undermanned  and  the  staff  are 
underpaid.  The  students  are  receiving  a  much  better  service  than  ever 
before;  they  need  next  year  a  still  better  service.  It  is  most  important 
that  the  funds  be  found  before  next  July  to  meet  the  indicated  deficit 
for  the  year.  We  must  not  slump  back  to  the  bad  habit  of  annual 
deficits. 


:  Estimated. 
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The  Auditor's  report  shows  a  total  expenditure  for  the  year  of 
$88,808.74.  The  table  below  shows  the  distribution  into  the  several 
avenues  of  expenditure: 

Arts  and  Music     Tra'ng  LiWy.  Op'r'n  of  Adminis-  Din'g 

Sciences.  School.  School.  Plant.       tration.  Room. 

Amount  spent  .  .$24,483     $5,686     $2,303     $979     $13,209     $12,168     $3,395 

Percentage  spent       27.5  6.  2.5        1.1  14.8  13.7  3.8 


Amount  spent  .  . . 
Percentage  spent 


rmitories. 

Laundry. 

Dairy. 

Other  Exp. 

$4,932 
5.5 

$2,212 
2.5 

$2,698 
3 

$16,730 
18.8 

The  chief  items  under  "other  expenses"  are  those  for  publicity  pur- 
poses, but  they  include  expenditures  for  interest,  student  aid,  and  mis- 
cellaneous purposes.  We  still  have  the  problem  of  the  reduction  of 
deficits  in  the  dining  room,  the  dormitories,  the  laundry,  and  the  dairy. 
The  general  care  of  the  grounds  has  been  carried  under  the  item 
"dairy."  We  are  watching  the  costs  and  returns  from  the  dairy  very 
carefully,  keeping  a  weekly  account,  and  hope  to  demonstrate  the 
economy  of  maintaining  our  dairy  herd.  The  recent  burning  of  our 
laundry  will  entail  capital  expenditures  over  and  above  insurance  for 
replacement,  but  we  may  possibly  build  the  new  laundry  closer  to  the 
power  plant  and  save  the  expense  involved  in  the  present  long  steam 
line.  With  increased  salaries  for  teachers  the  percentage  of  expenditure 
for  arts  and  sciences  will  probably  rise  considerably.  The  percentage 
devoted  to  the  library  is  pitiful. 

Larger  Expenses  Next  Year. 

It  must  not  be  expected,  however,  that  we  have  reached  the  top  of 
the  wave  of  high  costs  and  especially  of  rising  expenditures.  Within 
two  years  at  the  outside  our  salary  budget  ought  to  be  $50,000  larger 
than  it  is  today.  This  is  only  incidentally  a  matter  of  justice  to  our 
workers.  It  is  far  more  imperatively  a  matter  of  justice  to  our  stu- 
dents, for  whom  the  school  exists,  as  well  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the 
nation  at  large.  No  colleges  have  a  more  peculiarly  difficult  educa- 
tional task  than  the  Negro  colleges.  On  the  average  every  step  from 
the  primary  up  in  the  educational  process  of  the  colored  youth  is  in- 
adequately circumstanced  and  less  than  efficiently  carried  through.  To 
a  large  degree  the  college  must  make  up  the  deficiencies  of  twelve  years 
of  previous  training  and  try  to  get  results  for  the  college  courses  on  a 
parity  with  other  institutions  having  backgrounds  of  far  superior  cir- 
cumstances and  efficiencies.  Failure  to  recognize  these  facts  and  to 
consent  to  their  continuance  would  be  social  stupidity  and  political 
crime.     If  we  shall  consent  to  call  things  equal  "that  nothing  equal 
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are"  in  the  college  attainments  of  two  races  we  shall  prepare  for  the 
future  such  differences  of  thought  in  the  leadership  of  those  races  as 
will  make  peaceful  relationships  more  unhappy  and  difficult  than  any 
we  have  yet  known,  if  not  definitely  and  certainly  impossible.  College 
teaching  in  Negro  schools  should  be  not  one  whit  less  efficient  than  in 
white  schools — if  possible  it  should  be  better. 

Campaign  for  Funds. 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  that  have  moved  your  body  to  start 
a  strong  movement  to  secure  additional  funds  for  the  endowment  of 
teaching  and  the  provision  of  that  series  of  buildings  and  material  im- 
provements which  are  so  essential  to  the  work  we  are  even  now  at- 
tempting to  do. 

It  would  be  a  careless  thinker,  indeed,  in  these  days  of  great 
"drives"  for  scores  of  colleges  and  universities,  to  question  the  pro- 
priety of  a  drive  for  Fisk,  or  even  to  suggest  that  this  was  not  the 
opportune  time.  And  yet  because  we,  all  of  us,  are  apt  to  be  careless 
thinkers  about  things  not  directly  in  fields  of  our  immediate  responsi- 
bility or  of  our  special  interest,  perhaps  we  owe  it  to  our  friends  to  sug- 
gest some  of  the  reasons  which  justify  our  present  financial  activities. 

Why  the  Negro  College? 

There  can  be  no  question  that  the  conscience  and  the  intelligence 
of  the  country  are  awake  to  the  necessity  of  an  adequate  financing  of 
every  phase  of  education.  The  social  forces  that  work  to  provide  huge 
funds  for  great  institutions  like  Harvard  and  Princeton  will  ultimately 
provide,  for  the  small  colleges  also.  The  forces  which  today  bring  dis- 
proportionate advantages  to  the  youth  of  the  East  and  North,  will  ulti- 
mately work  out  equal  opportunities  for  the  South  and  West.  The  great 
doctrine  of  equality  of  opportunity  for  the  development  of  personal 
God-given  powers  will  not  ultimately  penalize  any  geographical  section 
— nor  any  racial  group. 

How  Much  Aid? 

The  colored  people  of  the  United  States  constitute  one-tenth  of  the 
population.  Do  they  receive  one-tenth  of  the  national  expenditures  for 
education?  Do  they  receive  one-tenth  of  the  sums  spent  for  any  type 
of  education,  literary  or  industrial,  elementary,  secondary,  or  collegiate? 
If  each  of  the  white  colleges  and  universities  raising  endowment  funds 
this  year  were  to  turn  over  to  colored  colleges  one-tenth  of  the  amounts 
raised,  would  not  the  latter  roll  in  undreamed-of  wealth?  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  not  one-tenth  of  one-tenth  is  even  in  sight,  unless  the  Fisk  cam- 
paign can  be  assumed  to  be  assured  of  success.  But  every  beneficiary 
and  every  giver  of  college  funds  will  hold  a  hearty  good  will  for  every 
endeavor  that  shall  look  to  adequate  support  of  Negro  college  education. 
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It  may  not  be  that  the  stage  of  educational  development  of  the  col- 
ored people  yet  is  such  as  to  warrant  one-tenth  as  much  aid  for  their 
colleges  as  for  white  colleges.  There  are  not  one-tenth  as  many  of  the 
youth  prepared  for  college.  But  it  is  incontrovertible  that  such  oppor- 
tunities for  college  education  as  are  accepted  by  colored  youth  should 
be  adequate  in  the  same  sense  that  similar  opportunities  for  white 
youth  are  adequate.  It  is  also  incontrovertible  that  there  should  be  at 
least  one  private  university  for  Negroes  adequately  financed  and  sup- 
ported. 

Do  We  Believe  in  Colleges  for  Negroes? 

Perhaps  we  ought  to  stop  a  moment  to  raise  the  question  whether  a 
college  for  Negroes  is  really  justified — only  a  moment  because  the  an- 
swer is  so  obvious  and  certain.  It  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  there 
was  a  time  when  whatever  people  in  the  North  may  or  may  not  have 
thought,  people  in  the  South  were  almost  unanimously  indifferent  to 
the  Negro  college.  Certain  it  is  that  up  to  very  recent  years  the  South 
has  done  little  or  nothing  for  Negro  collegiate  education.  But  the 
attitude  of  tolerance  for  Negro  colleges  financed  from  without  has 
marvelously  changed  in  the  last  few  years — really  the  last  few  months. 
The  change  is  so  rapid  we  can  scarcely  believe  our  eyes. 

The  South  for  the  College. 

Let  us  review  our  own  situation.  Last  year  one  Southern  man,  Mr. 
Norris,  gave  us  $10,000.  The  Commercial  Club  of  Nashville  raised 
$10,000  for  us  in  Nashville  last  June.  In  December,  Governor  Roberts 
of  Tennessee  and  Chancellor  Kirkland  of  Vanderbilt  University  trav- 
eled to  New  York  to  discuss  at  a  private  dinner  the  race  situation  and 
to  advocate  education,  including  higher  education,  for  the  Negro.  At 
the  same  time  there  were  present  in  New  York  and  in  the  offices  of 
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New  York  four  representatives  of  the  Commercial  Club  of  Nashville  to 
recommend  and  to  urge  the  support  of  Fisk  University.  These  men 
were  Mr.  H.  G.  Hill,  President  of  the  Club;  Mr.  W.  R.  Manier,  General 
Secretary;  Mr.  N.  Baxter  Jackson,  Vice-President  of  the  Cumberland 
Valley  National  Bank,  and  Attorney  W.  R.  Manier,  Jr.  The  Commercial 
Club  is  on  record  today  as  holding  that  "Fisk  University  is  an  asset  of 
inestimable  value  to  Nashville." 

If  a  Negro  university  must  wait  only  for  home  backing  before  it  can 
have  large  financial  support,  Fisk  need  wait  no  longer. 

The  Question  Today. 

The  question  today  is  no  longer,  "Shall  we  or  shall  we  not  have 
Negro  colleges?"  but  has  become  "Shall  or  shall  not  the  Negro  college 
be  efficient?"  Faithfulness  in  the  day  of  little  things  has  justified  a 
call  to  great  things.  When  funds  appear  we  think  we  know  the  great 
good  that  will  be  accomplished. 

FISK  PHILOSOPHY. 

If  we  could  distinguish  the  four  chief  elements  of  our  philosophy  at 
Fisk,  they  would  center  about  the  topics  of  Health,  Organized  Life, 
Economy,  and  Thoroughness.  Character  and  scholarship  are  the  objects 
of  our  endeavors. 

I.    Health. 


Physical  vigor  is  an  inestimable  asset  in  the  struggle  for  education 
as  it  is  in  the  struggle  of  life.  We  have  been  fortunate  in  recent  years 
to  have  had  the  funds  to  do  away  with  serious  menace  to  life  through 
fire,  and  to  introduce  the  most  genuine  of  sanitary  conditions  on  our 
campus.  As  already  indicated,  we  have  this  year  by  Government  sub- 
sidy been  enabled  to  put  our  physical  education  on  a  much  sounder 
basis.  We  have  a  physician  to  teach  physiology  and  hygiene  in  a  very 
thorough  way,  to  examine  the  male  students  several  times  a  year,  and 
to  act  as  general  adviser  in  hygiene.  We  have  another  physician  to 
act  as  adviser  for  the  young  women,  and  a  dentist  to  serve  as  dental 
inspector.  We  have  two  instructors  to  direct  physical  exercises,  games, 
and  athletics.  Every  student  in  the  High  School  and  through  the 
second  year  in  college  engages  in  physical  exercises  every  day.  Of 
course  our  facilities  to  carry  on  this  work  on  such  a  scale  are  absolutely 
inadequate.  One  or  two  outdoor  pavilions  would  add  immensely  to  the 
feasibility  of  our  work  until  we  could  have  a  gymnasium  proportionate 
to  our  present  plans  and  activities.  Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  these 
handicaps  a  great  step  forward  has  been  taken  this  year.  I  believe 
that  in  our  physical  activities  and  ideals  we  can  truly  be  ranked  among 
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the  most  progressive  as  well  as  tlie  most  sane  institutions  in  the  coun- 
try. There  is  nothing  spectacular  about  our  work,  but  it  is  steady  and 
based  on  the  ideas  of  the  best  authorities  in  America. 

Health  of  a  Race. 

The  work  in  physical  ^education  is  valuable  not  only  to  the  student 
at  the  moment,  but  throughout  his  life,  and  perhaps  even  more  to  the 
people  whom  he  will  influence  wherever  he  goes.  The  disease  and 
death  rate  among  the  colored  people,  so  alarmingly  great,  can  be  cut  in 
half  by  the  spread  of  knowledge.  Just  as  health  is  essential  to  the 
student,  so  health  is  essential  to  a  race  that  would  rise  and  develop. 
All  of  our  students  will  be  missionaries  of  hygiene.  Within  a  few 
years  many  of  them  will  go  out  as  trained  physical  and  recreational 
directors  to  wield  a  tremendous  influence  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
especially  in  the  South. 

Athletics. 

Our  physical  program  is  such  as  will  enable  us  to  stand  firmly  by 
the  principles  of  reform  in  athletics  and  in  intercollegiate  relationships. 
We  are  discovering  that  athletics  for  everybody  provides  the  material 
for  winning  teams.  Fisk  University  is  assuming  its  duty  over  the 
whole  range  of  physical  activities. 

Morale. 

More  and  more  as  the  work  is  put  upon  the  proper  basis  and  de- 
veloped in  equipment  and  activities,  the  physical  department  will  be- 
come one  of  the  chief  forces  on  our  campus  looking  to  the  happiness  of 
the  individual  student,  to  the  morale  of  the  student  body,  and  to  the 
unification  of  the  University  organization  and  life.  Its  function  is  to 
put  joy  and  meaning  into  the  leisure  hours  and  the  casual  duties  of 
student  life.  Its  very  discipline  spells  not  only  morale  but  morality 
and  character  for  our  campus  life. 

II.    Organized  Life. 


Fisk  goes  upon  the  assumption  that  it  is  not  merely  enough  to  open 
the  doors  of  the  classroom  and  let  the  students  succeed  or  fail  as  their 
own  caprice,  or  even  their  own  judgment  shall  determine.  If  guidance 
and  control  can  save  the  student  from  present  mistaken  inclination 
and  provide  for  his  future  and  permanent  good,  the  University  has  a 
solemn  duty  to  perform.  Learning  itself  requires  that  time  must  be 
properly  ordered,  and  properly  distributed,  energies  must  be  wisely  con- 
served and  correctly  directed,  interest  must  be  concentrated.  To  secure 
these  ends  for  a  large  campus  family  at  minimum  costs  to  both  stu- 
dents and  faculty,  a  highly  organized  routine  of  life  becomes  imperative. 
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Moral  Training. 

There  are,  however,  even  more  important  reasons  for  a  disciplined 
and  uniform  life.  To  teach  through  the  daily  processes  of  life  itself 
the  lessons  of  regularity,  promptness,  reliaibility,  continuity,  and  thor- 
oughness is  to  teach  the  fundamentals  of  good  citizenship  and  to  lay 
the  foundations  of  moral  and  religious  character.  Supervision  which 
gives  accuracy,  speed,  completeness,  and  intensity  to  the  study  and 
work  of  the  day  is  a  contribution  to  the  highest  education  given  in  the 
most  effective  way. 

Restrictions. 

At  Fisk  the  hours  are  set  for  meals,  sleep,  recitation,  and  study. 
Attendance  is  required  upon  religious  services.  The  social  relationships 
of  the  two  sexes  are  carefully  supervised.  The  young  women  are  care- 
fully chaperoned.  Dancing  between  the  sexes  is  not  countenanced. 
Smoking  is  forbidden.  Dishonesty  in  any  form  is  considered  a  reason- 
able bar  to  attendance  upon  the  University. 

Public  Approval. 

The  fact  that  some  of  our  institutions  feel  no  sense  of  responsibility 
along  some  of  these  lines  is  no  necessary  argument  against  the  Fisk 
policy.  That  policy  is  desired  by  most  parents,  is  tolerable  to  most 
students,  and  admirable  in  its  product  in  the  eyes  of  the  general  public. 
It  furnishes  one  of  the  two  or  three  chief  reasons  why  we  cannot  meet 
the  requests  for  admission. 

We  are  obliged  every  once  in  a  while  to  excuse  students  from  fur- 
ther attendance  here,  but  the  demand  for  entrance  continues  far  beyond 
our  dormitory  accommodations. 

The  students  of  any  institution  of  our  size,  for  any  race,  come  from 
all  sorts  of  conditions.  Lack  of  opportunity  or  lack  of  training  would 
cause  the  early  fall  of  many  if  they  were  not  guided  and  protected  from 
themselves.  The  protection  of  the  weak  would  alone  justify  the  restric- 
tions placed  upon  those  who  think  they  are  strong.  Every  physical  and 
moral  strength  must  be  conserved  if  the  students  are  to  survive  the 
scholastic  tests  which  are  put  upon  them.  There  is  no  danger  of  weak- 
ness produced  by  lack  of  sufficient  strain.  Nothing  is  of  more  value  to 
the  strong  student  than  such  guidance  as  will  enable  him  to  secure 
largest  return  in  mental  power  from  every  unit  of  time. 

The  life  at  Fisk  is  a  carefully  regulated,  supervised  life  looking  to 
the  achievement  of  maximum  power  and  truest  character — the  serious 
preparation  of  a  life  of  joy. 

III.    Economy. 


Frugality  and  thrift  are  prime  essentials  of  character.     To  be  ex- 
travagant at  Fisk  is  to  violate  every  worthy  ideal  of  the  University. 
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Relatively  few  of  our  students  fail  to  ask  for  financial  assistance  either 
in  money  or  work  to  pay  the  small  bills  due  the  University.  If  any 
considerable  number  of  the  colored  youth  of  the  United  States  are  to 
secure  a  college  education  the  total  costs  of  that  education  must  be 
very  low  indeed.  Tuition  at  Fisk  for  college  students  is  $50  per  year. 
Room,  board,  and  laundry  for  nine  months  is  $153.  Twenty-five  dollars 
per  month  ought  to  cover  every  essential  cost  apart  from  clothes  and 
travel.  The  high  costs  of  college  life  elsewhere  are  found  in  clothes 
and  other  personal  expenditures  largely  for  show  and  frivolity.  Those 
costs  have  risen  in  the  past  and  continue  to  rise  because  of  the  com- 
peting ambitions  of  the  students  in  an  atmosphere  which  exerts  no 
restraining  pressure.  If  the  great  mass  of  worthy  poor  are  to  have 
intellectual  privileges  at  Fisk  it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  the  rigid 
control  which  almost  eliminates  the  expenditures  for  adornments,  flow- 
ers, banquets,  receptions,  dances,  fraternities,  etc.  It  will  be  a  sad 
reflection  on  those  responsible  at  Fisk  when  the  total  expenditures  of 
a  student  shall  much  exceed  $250  to  $300  a  year.  Those  not  content  to 
live  the  simple  and  plain  life  owe  it  to  the  other  Fisk  students  to  go 
elsewhere  where  larger  expenditures  are  morally  justifiable. 

Democracy. 

The  uniform  and  compulsory  practice  of  economy  which  makes  the 
poorest  of  the  poor  comfortable  in  every  part  of  our  campus  life  is  a 
feature  which  should  continue  to  signalize  the  democracy  we  profess. 
It  will  require  a  conscience  strong  and  true  to  resist  the  pressure  at 
every  point  to  modify  just  a  little  until  there  is  no  rule  left.  Ofttimes 
this  pressure  will  come  in  most  attractive  guises  and  from  people  with 
the  kindest  of  intent.  Fisk  must  continue  to  be  a  place  where  everyone 
is  economical,  and  where  no  groups  or  individuals  shall  stand  apart 
from  the  rest,  or  have  any  opportunities  or  privileges  not  common  to 
all. 

Fraternities. 

This  principle  alone  justifies  completely  the  established  ruling  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  that  there  shall  be  no  fraternities  at  Fisk. 

Our  consecration  to  this  principle  of  democratic  simplicity  does  not 
stand  in  the  way,  but  makes  it  all  the  more  desirable  that  every  oppor- 
tunity possible  shall  be  provided  by  philanthropy  for  all  the  students 
alike  in  the  way  of  buildings  and  every  other  facility  and  equipment. 

IV.    Thoroughness. 


In  our  education  proper  we  follow  a  similar  principle.  We  aim  to 
be  simple  and  genuine  and  thorough  in  all  the  scholastic  work  we  do. 
Perhaps  to  be  honest  and  thorough  with  our  classwork  is  as  difficult 
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a  task  as  we  face.     It  is  so  much  easier  to  be  "sympathetic."     Super- 
ficiality and  rhetoric  and  laxity  ruin  much  in  American  education. 

Poor  Preparation. 

The  opportunities  for  elementary  education  for  our  colored  youth 
are  generally  not  the  best.  So  they  come  on  to  college  with  very  un- 
certain knowledge  and  with  bad  methods  of  study.  Fidelity  in  the  long 
run  will  compel  us  to  turn  them  back  to  the  studies  they  have  gone 
over  but  do  not  know.  It  takes  courage  of  a  rare  order  in  the  teacher 
to  do  this.  It  causes  bitter  feelings  sometimes  on  the  part  of  the  stu- 
dents, but  in  the  long  run  they  appreciate  an  honest  education. 

Sifting  of  Students. 

We  are  endeavoring  at  Fisk  to  give  this  honest  education.  Regard- 
less of  where  the  students  come  from  and  no  matter  how  far  advanced 
in  college  classification,  we  examine  all  new  students  in  the  elements 
of  arithmetic  and  grammar  and  English  composition.  Last  fall  over 
80  per  cent  of  more  than  150  students  failed  in  each  of  these  subjects. 
We  provide  classes  to  make  up  these  deficiencies.  At  the  end  of  each 
six  weeks  we  examine  our  records  to  see  which  students  are  doing 
unsatisfactory  work.  At  these  times  some  students  go  home,  many 
drop  out  of  one  or  more  subjects.  At  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of 
twelve  weeks,  the  distribution  of  gradings  was  carefully  studied  and 
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tabulated.  Out  of  nineteen  college  classes  having  ten  or  more  students 
each,  seven  reported  no  failures.  The  other  twelve  reported  failures 
running  from  four  to  twenty-eight  per  cent  in  each  class.  Similarly 
out  of  nineteen  high  school  classes,  one  reported  no  failures,  while  the 
others  reported  from  seven  to  forty-seven  per  cent  of  failures,  an 
average  of  about  twenty-five  per  cent.  At  the  end  of  the  next  six  weeks 
another  sifting  or  reclassification  took  place.  This  simply  means  that 
we  are  trying  very  hard  to  put  the  student  just  where  he  can  do  the 
best  possible  for  himself.  Once  properly  classified,  the  sifting  will  not 
affect  such  large  proportions  of  the  classes.  Ultimately  our  college 
graduates  can  compete  on  an  even  basis  in  the  most  rigid  colleges  of 
the  land.    We  welcome  inspection  and  competition  right  now. 

Attendance. 

The  rigor  of  our  requirements,  moral  and  scholastic,  does  not  seem 
to  lessen  our  attendance,  as  the  following  tables  will  show: 

Total  Attendance.     College  Attendance. 

1914-15    516  160 

1915-16 522  180 

1916-17    574  208 

1917-18    468  221 

1918-19    574  253 

1919-20    553  279 

(Two  quarters.) 

The  college  attendance  record  is  particularly  interesting.  To  equal 
this  year  the  S.  A.  T.  C.  record  of  last  year  is  very  good  indeed.  Refer- 
ence to  last  year's  report  will  show  that  the  college  attendance  after 
the  armistice  last  year  fell  to  185. 

The  attendance  figures  for  the  first  two  quarters  of  1919-1920  are 
as  follows: 

Sex.  Graduate.  College.  Preparatory.  *Music  Training 

Only.     School. 

Male 144  105  2  20 

Female    2  135  72  37  35 

Total 2  279  177  39  55 

The  Many  We  Cannot  Admit. 

These  figures  do  not  tell  the  whole  story,  for  there  were  300  young 
women  who  would  have  come  if  we  had  had  room  to  receive  them. 


'The  total  registration  in  the  Music  Department  is  126. 
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Already  our  applicants  for  next  September  are  far  more  than  we  can 
accommodate.  With  enough  dormitories,  we  could  readily  have  an 
attendance  of  1,000. 

Scholarship. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  a  policy  such  as  I  have  here  outlined 
is  bound  to  result  in  giving  an  education  entitled  to  the  name  of 
scholarship.  It  is  true  that  only  the  mechanical  or  administrative 
phases  of  our  educational  work  have  been  suggested.  But  the  curricu- 
lum offered  earnest  students  at  Fisk  is  already  equal  to  that  of  most 
small  colleges  and  superior  to  that  of  many.  Our  first  ambition  is  to  do 
exceedingly  well  all  that  we  are  attempting  to  do.  Our  students  have 
more  than  half  of  their  courses  prescribed  for  them,  but  there  is  enough 
leeway  so  that  they  can  concentrate  upon  one  subject  of  special  interest 
to  them.  They  recite  five  days  a  week  in  most  subjects,  carrying  about 
three  subjects  at  a  time.  We  hope  through  supervision  of  study  and 
increasing  efficiency  in  the  classroom  to  produce  a  type  of  scholarship 
in  all  our  graduates  that  cannot  be  gainsaid.  When  that  day  comes 
and  is  acknowledged  a  new  day  for  the  colored  people  will  have  dawned. 
At  present  the  Negro  scholar,  unfortunately,  is  considered  the  excep- 
tion, not  the  rule. 

A  Negro  University. 

There  are  perhaps  600,000,000  Negroes  in  the  world,  and  not  a  real 
university  anywhere  for  them.  The  scattered  results  of  the  last  half 
century  have  demonstrated  the  capacity  of  the  race  to  take  the  higher 
education.  The  experience  of  the  same  period  of  time  has  convinced 
the  thoughtful  students  of  this  country  that  such  education  is  impera- 
tive. The  hour  has  struck  for  a  big  thing.  Who  can  carry  the  message 
to  those  who  have  the  means  to  make  a  world-saving  institution  pos- 
sible? 

Fisk  has  sought  to  be  true.    Fisk  is  eager  to  do  a  greater  work. 

What  Does  the  Greater  Fisk  Need? 

I  shall  not  attempt  in  this  report  to  describe  the  University  we  hope 
some  time  to  be.  I  shall,  however,  attempt  to  suggest  the  means  the 
Trustees  have  in  mind  for  making  the  college  at  Fisk  University  an 
efficient  institution.  In  only  one  detail  do  these  plans  go  beyond  the 
ordinary  and  legitimate  scope  of  a  high-grade  arts  college. 

The  Call  for  Millions. 

Even  to  the  interested  friend  it  will  seem  almost  incredible  that  we 
could  need  millions  to  put  our  present  work  on  an  efficient  basis. 
Nevertheless,  colleges  for  white  youth  have  already  spent  millions,  and 
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we  cannot  be  true  to  the  colored  youth  if  we  do  not  provide  similar 
millions  for  similar  efficient  purposes. 

We  are  asking  for  two  million  dollars.    We  need  three  million. 

White  colleges  are  asking  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions. 

Teachers'  Salaries. 

When  we  remember  that  the  average  yearly  salary  of  fifty  members 
of  our  staff  is  $1,000,  and  that  the  normal  salary  of  a  professor  who 
may  have  taught  here  for  twenty  years  is  $1,600,  the  great  sympathy 
felt  over  the  country  for  professors  receiving  salaries  of  $2,500  and 
$3,000  causes  us  to  wonder  if  salaries  are  not  a  little  inadequate  here. 
We  propose  to  put  half  of  each  million  that  we  now  ask  for  into  endow- 
ment for  salaries.  Gifts  of  three  millions  might  enable  us  to  put  the 
professor's  normal  maximum  salary  at  $3,000. 

Buildings. 

One  million  dollars  is  needed  for  about  ten  buildings  costing  on  the 
average  $100,000  each. 

Gymnasium. 

From  what  has  already  been  said  it  is  evident  that  our  whole  pro- 
gram for  physical  education  and  racial  health  will  be  hampered  and 
crippled  until  we  can  get  an  adequate  gymnasium  with  swimming  pool 
and  athletic  grounds  attached.  When  we  see  one  State  University 
setting  aside  ninety  acres  of  land  and  building  a  giant  stadium  and  a 
gymnasium  and  an  armory,  and  a  nearby  church  school  spending  a 
half  million  on  a  similar  need  and  many  others  making  similar  plans, 
we  cannot  but  feel  that  facilities  for  physical  health  and  development 
at  Fisk  are  among  the  prime  necessities  for  simple  efficiency  here. 

Recitation  Building. 

The  great  majority  of  our  recitations  are  held  in  Livingstone  Hall, 
which  is  also  the  general  administration  building,  and  the  college  boys' 
dormitory.  The  three  functions  interfere  with  each  other.  The  recita- 
tion rooms  are  needed  for  dormitory  rooms.  The  recitation  rooms  are 
too  few  in  number,  not  always  well  adapted  to  the  purpose,  and  not 
well  equipped.  The  chemistry  classes  in  Chase  Hall  have  to  recite  in 
the  laboratory  rooms.  We  need  a  great  central  recitation  hall  arranged 
with  the  facilities  and  equipment  adapted  to  the  several  lines  of  study 
and  instruction — maps,  lecture  rooms,  etc.  We  need  very  much  im- 
proved facilities  for  our  work  in  home  economics  and  domestic  art  and 
in  manual  training.  We  need  an  auditorium  adapted  to  all  sorts  of 
purposes.  The  great  recitation  hall  would  multiply  the  efficiency  of 
our  work.  By  releasing  space  in  Livingstone  Hall  it  would  relieve 
some  of  the  pressure  upon  us  due  to  our  lack  of  dormitory  space  for 
young  men. 
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Music  Building. 

Probably  the  most  widely  known  phase  of  our  work  is  that  of  the 
Music  Department.  Fisk  undoubtedly  holds  the  place  of  pre-eminence 
among  music  schools  for  colored  people.  The  department  has  always 
been  almost  a  branch  of  the  Oberlin  Music  School,  and  has  always  main- 
tained an  Oberlin  quality.  The  Fisk  Music  School  is  one  of  the  first- 
class  music  schools  of  the  country.  And  yet  it  has  never  had  a  building 
of  its.  own.  Its  work  is  scattered.  The  majority  of  the  pianos  are  now 
in  the  basement  of  Jubilee  Hall.  The  woman  who  gave  over  thirty 
years  of  service  and  all  of  her  professional  life  to  the  building  of  the 
school  had  to  end  her  life's  work  and  leave  us  a  few  weeks  ago  with 
her  longing  for  a  music  home  unsatisfied.  Perhaps  the  story  of  her 
consecration  to  the  cause  may  even  yet  bring  us  the  building  which 
shall  serve  in  part  as  her  memorial. 

Elementary  School. 

The  great  majority  of  our  students  go  out  as  teachers.  We  must 
greatly  improve  our  work  in  teacher  training.  We  maintain  a  small 
elementary  school  for  practice  and  observation  purposes.  Our  building 
is  old  and  inadequate.  We  ought  to  have  a  school  that  would  be  a  real 
model  to  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  all  our  prospective  teachers.  We 
ought  to  be  enabled  to  set  an  example  of  the  best  for  the  colored  schools 
of  Nashville  just  as  Peabody  College  does  for  the  white  schools  of  the 
city.  Our  elementary  school  ought  to  be  an  agency  for  the  cultivation 
of  friendship  with  all  the  colored  public  schools  in  Nashville.  We 
must  be  efficient  neighbors  as  well  as  kind  neighbors. 

Teachers'  Houses. 

One  of  our  most  difficult  problems  is  how  to  find  houses  and  apart- 
ments for  our  teachers.  We  have  taken  over  several  houses  within  the 
last  few  years  and  yet  we  cannot  take  proper  care  of  some  of  our  most 
deserving  teachers.  We  ought  to  buy  or  build  several  houses.  We 
ought  in  particular  to  have  two-  and  three-room  apartments  in  some 
one  building.  This  also  is  a  part  of  neighborly  obligation.  We  ought 
to  be  a  force  to  bring  about  wise  housing  standards  in  all  this  section 
of  the  city. 

Dormitories. 

Could  we  build  two  new  dormitories  doubling  our  dormitory  accom- 
modations, they  would  be  filled  almost  immediately.  We  shall  probably 
have  to  turn  away  from  300  to  500  applicants  this  fall.  We  do  not  want 
to  grow  rapidly.  We  do  not  want  to  grow  at  all  until  we  can  hope  to 
do  better  than  in  the  past  by  both  our  old  and  our  new  students.  But 
in  the  hope  that  all  these  things  will  come  true,  we  shall  welcome  the 
funds  to  build  additional  dormitories. 
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Social-Religious  Building. 

The  social  and  religious  life  of  the  University  has  no  suitable  home. 
Other  institutions  have  social  centers,  Christian  association  rooms,  and 
many  other  social  opportunities.  The  University  of  Wisconsin  is  plan- 
ning a  social-religious  building  as  a  memorial  to  soldier  heroes.  Fisk 
needs  such  a  building  even  more  than  most  institutions.  The  more  we 
supervise  the  routine  of  life,  and  particularly  the  more  we  insist  that 
the  privileges  of  some  shall  be  the  privileges  of  all  the  more  important 
it  is  that  the  home  aspects  and  the  moral,  social,  and  religious  oppor- 
tunities shall  be  of  the  very  best,  adequate  in  kind  and  amount. 

Law  Building. 

With  the  development  of  the  University  a  law  school  will  become 
an  early  desirability.  It  may  prove  the  first  step  toward  the  realization 
of  the  University  idea.  Fisk  some  time-  must  have  a  series  of  colleges 
and  professional  schools. 

Auditorium. 

Within  five  years  an  auditorum  seating  2,000  people  will  not  exceed 
the  frequent  needs  of  the  University.  It  would  serve  a  great  civic  pur- 
pose in  the  immediate  present. 


CHASE    HALL— Science   Building. 
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Library. 

Our  needs  for  books  and  scientific  equipment  are  almost  immeasur- 
able. 

Other  Great  Needs. 

We  need  a  barn,  a  carpenter  shop,  and  funds  for  the  improvement 
of  our  fences,  walks,  roads,  and  grounds. 

We  need  funds  for  remodeling  and  refurnishing  such  spaces  as  are 
turned  to  new  uses  by  reason  of  new  buildings. 

We  need  income  to  aid  our  summer  school,  a  night  school,  and  cer- 
tain forms  of  extension  work.  The  many  Macedonian  calls  which  we 
cannot  now  answer  ought  to  be  answered.  The  light  granted  to  Fisk  is 
hid  ofttimes  under  a  bushel.  Fisk  ought  to  light  up  the  road  of  racial 
advancement  and  interracial  comity  far  more  than  its  present  resources 
permit. 

Fair  Measurement  of  Needs. 

It  should  not  be  inferred  that  we  have  no  resources,  because  we 
mention  great  needs.  All  things  are  comparative.  In  terms  of  colored 
colleges  we  are  really  well  off.  In  terms  of  the  efficient  college  we  are 
in  sad  circumstances.  We  are  appealing  for  the  opportunity  of  an 
efficient  college  for  colored  youth. 

Home  Reading  Circle. 

We  have  been  fortunate  this  year  in  securing  the  cooperation  of  the 
Chautauqua  Institution.  Their  books  and  literature  have  been  placed 
at  our  disposal,  so  that  we  have  organized  a  Fisk  Chautauqua.  This 
will  enable  us  to  open  the  door  of  opportunity  for  self-development  to 
thousands  who  cannot  study  in  residence  on  our  campus. 

The  Workers  Who  Have  Gone. 

Your  attention  has  in  other  ways  called  to  our  great  losses  during 
the  year  through  the  deaths  of  Mrs.  Merrill,  former  Dean  Wright,  and 
Miss  Robinson.  Those  who  served  Fisk  in  the  pioneer  days  are  rapidly 
passing  away.    Our  loss  in  these  is  an  irreparable  loss. 

Our  Hope  for  the  Future. 

In  the  face  of  losses  and  in  the  presence  of  tremendous  needs  we 
still  have  courage  to  hope  for  the  realization  of  the  inspired  and  inspir- 
ing dream  of  those  who  saw  in  the  Fisk  school  of  fifty  years  ago  and 
in  the  illiterate  and  impoverished  children  of  slavery  the  material 
which  justified  the  baptismal  name  of  University. 
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Character. 

As  has  already  been  implied  in  this  report,  the  ultimate  object  of 
all  our  work  is  character.  This  has  always  been  the  key  to  every 
endeavor  and  every  policy  at  Fisk — so  much  so  that  it  has  not  seemed 
wise  even  in  this  discussion  of  Fisk  policies  to  say  very  much  in  a 
formal  way  about  our  endeavors  to  build  character  in  our  students. 
I  trust  that  the  idea  may  shine  through  every  part  of  this  report.  We 
ask  all  our  friends  to  come  and  see. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Fayette  Avery  McKenzie. 

January  15,  1920. 


President  F.  A.  McKenzie: 

Dear  Sir:     I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  Balance  Sheets  and  In- 
come and  Expenditure  Accounts  herewith  for  year  ending  June  30,  1919. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  T.  Fairchild,  Treasurer. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

For  the  Year  Ending  June  30,  1919. 


Fisk  University  Balance  Sheet,  June  30,  1919. 

Assets. 
Current  Assets: 

Cash  in  Banks  and  on  Hand $     8,790.41 

Accounts  Receivable — Students  . .  .$1,770.70 

Others  .. : 895.15—       2,665.85 

Book  Store  Inventory 611.02 

Food  Inventory  in  Dining  Room 4,974.43 


Total   $  17,041.71 

Educational  Plant: 

Land    76,951.02 

Buildings  less  Depreciation 354,778.61 

Equipment  as  per  Inventory 86,602.01 


Total   518,331.64 
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Investment  of  General  and  Special  Funds: 

Mortgages  on  Real  Estate 1,466.80 

Premiums  Paid  Merrill  Insur.  Pol . .  106.05 

Certificate  of  Dep.  4th  &  1st  Nat.  Bank 358.50 

Total   

Investment  of  Endowment  Funds: 

Real  Estate 7,250.00 

Mortgages  on  Real  Estate •. . .  203,783.45 

Bonds  of  Corporations 35,256.20 

Note  Receivable 9,000.00 

Total 


1,931.35 


$537,304.70 


255,289.65 


$792,594.35 


Liabilities. 
Current  Liabilities: 

Notes  Payable    $  70,000.00 

Accounts  Payable   1,131.35 


Total 


$  71,131.35 


Special  Funds: 

Geo.  L.  White  Conservatory  Bldg.  Fund 1,232.65 

Teachers'  Study  Fund,  Unexpended  Bal. 100.00 

Helen  C.  Morgan  Fund,  Fisk  Club 275.71 

Building  and  Improve.  Fund  of  1917,  Unex- 
pended Balance   . . 322.99 

Donations  Rec'd  in  Advance  for  Current  Exp.  7,994.50 


Total 


,925.85 


General  Capital  Fund: 

Balance  June  30,  1918 $455,771.81 

Add:  Surplus  for  Year  1918-19. .       4,380.23 
Appropr.  from  Bldg.  Fund 

of  1917  for  Perm't  Imp.       2,240.56—  462,392.60 


Deduct:   Student    Accounts    Re- 
garded  Uncollectable  445.32 
Adjustment    of    Accts. 
Rec'd    with    Student 
Ledger    38.71 
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Bal.     of     Uncollectable 

Notes  written  off 

June  30,  1918 1.37 

Depreciation  of  Bldgs.       5,659.70—       6,145.10 

General  Capital  Fund 456,247.50 


$537,304.70 


Endowment  Funds : 

General  Endowment 204,041.49 

Professorship  Endowment   8,788.14 

Library  Endowment 8,994.22 

Scholarship  Endowment 25,965.80 

Annuity  Funds 7,500.00 


Total  Endowment 255,289.65 


$792,594.35 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  Year  Ending  June  30,  1919. 

Income. 
From  Students: 

Tuition:   Arts  and  Sciences $     7,534.79 

Music  School 5,955.05 

Training  School 484.58 


Sundry  Fees:   Laboratories 321.24 

Library    682.13 

Miscellaneous 983.50 

From  Endowment  Fund: 

Interest    12,926.87 

Rents     448.28 

From  Gifts  for  Current  Purposes: 

Slater  Fund  for  Salaries *    2,000.00 

Amer.  Miss.  Assn.  for  Salaries 5,041.68 

Various  Donors  for  Student  Aid 1,910.85 

Miscellaneous  for  Special  Purposes 580.00 

General  Education  Board  for  Salaries 13,660.00 

Carnegie  Corporation  for  General  Purposes.  .  12,500.00 

Various  Donors  for  General  Purposes 26,019.90 


13,974.42 


1,986.87 


13,375.15 


61,712.43 
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From  Other  Sources: 

Miscellaneous    2,140.10 


$  93,188.97 


Expenditures. 
For  Instruction: 

Arts  and  Sciences $  24,483.68 

Music  School    . 5,686.46 

Training  School 2,303.13 

Library  979.83 


$  33,453.10 


Other  Activities: 

Dormitories,  net   4,932.65 

Dining  Room,  net 3,395.36 

Laundry,  net 2,212.85 

Dairy  and  Garden,  net 2,698.41 

Book  Store,  net  8.53 


13,247.80 
Operation  and  Maintenance  of  Plant:  (Includes 
repairs  and  maintenance  of  buildings  and 
grounds,  fuel,  light,  water,  and  janitors 
used  in  the  work  of  instruction  and  admin- 
istration)      13,209.14 

Administration 12,168.12 

Publicity 6,341.11 

Jubilee  Quartette,  net   3,000.75 

General  Expenses   2,026.95 

Student  Aid: 

Administration 690.99 

Aid  given  Students 834.28 


1,525.27 

Interest  at  Bank  on  Loan 3,562.16 

Miscellaneous   274.34 

Excess  of  Income  over  Expenditures  for  Year 
1918-19    4,380.23 


$  93,188.97 
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Citizens  of  Nashville  and  Alumni  Indorse 

President  McKenzie  and  Fisk 

University. 


Sunday,  January  18,  was  a  great  day  at  Fisk,  for  it  witnessed  not 
only  an  expression  of  the  good  wishes  of  the  colored  people  for  the 
University  but  gave  them  an  opportunity  to  show  their  appreciation 
of  Dr.  McKenzie  and  of  the  interest  of  a  fine  group  of  white  neighbors 
in  the  colored  citizens  of  Tennessee.  The  Morning  Tennessean  of  date 
January  19  printed  the  following  account  of  the  meeting: 

FISK  THANKS  BENEFACTORS  AT  GREAT  MASS  MEETING. 

Tennessee  and  Tennessee's  Governor  received  Sunday  afternoon  in 
Fisk  Memorial  Chapel  what  was,  perhaps,  the  most  unqualified  indorse- 
ment ever  given  to  a  Southern  state  and  a  Southern  governor  by  a 
group  of  representative  colored  speakers  and  by  a  great  mass  meeting 
of  colored  people,  who  indorsed  by  their  applause  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed. 

The  meeting  was  called  by  the  Colored  Ministerial  Alliance  to  give 
the  colored  citizens  an  opportunity  to  express  their  gratitude  to  Gov- 
ernor Roberts  and  to  President  H.  G.  Hill,  Secretary  W.  R.  Manier, 
Mr.  W.  R.  Manier,  Jr.,  Chancellor  J.  H.  Kirkland  and  Major  N.  Baxter 
Jackson  of  the  Commercial  Club  for  the  good  will  shown  by  going  as 
a  committee  to  New  York  City  to  aid  President  McKenzie  in  launching 
his  campaign  to  raise  a  two-million-dollar  endowment  fund  with  which 
to  make  Fisk  a  great  and  strong  university  in  the  South  for  the  col- 
ored people. 

President  McKenzie's  Letter  Read. 

Rev.  S.  L.  McDowell,  President  of  the  Ministers'  Alliance,  presided. 
He  was  aided  in  the  work  of  arranging  the  meeting  by  Prof.  John  W. 
Work,  who  opened  the  meeting  with  a  song.  Rev.  J.  S.  Caldwell  read 
the  Scripture  text,  Bishop  Phillips  offered  the  prayer  and,  after  an  in- 
strumental solo  had  been  played,  Rev.  -McDowell  explained  the  purpose 
of  the  meeting.  He  then  asked  the  University  editor,  Isaac  Fisher,  to 
read  a  letter  from  Dr.  McKenzie,  who,  racing  back  to  Nashville  from 
New  York,  missed  his  train  connection  in  Cincinnati.  Expressing  his 
"personal  loss"  at  being  unable  to  be  present,  Dr.  McKenzie  told  of  the 
great  community  benefit  that  must  come  from  every  increased  oppor- 
tunity for  education,  and  showed  how  much  the  citizens  gained  from 
living  in  the  "Athens  of  the  South." 
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President  W.  J.  Hale,  of  the  A.  &  I.  School,  who  had  set  aside  his 
monthly  meeting  to  permit  his. school  to  be  present  with  Fisk,  began 
the  indorsement. 

He  said  that  all  of  the  colored  people  are  becoming  proud  of  this 
State  because  of  her  record;  and  he  said  that  Fisk  had  played  no  small 
part  in  helping  bring  about  the  era  of  good  will  in  Tennessee  and  the 
South. 

An  Important  Event. 

President  Inman  E.  Page,  of  Roger  Williams  University,  said  that 
the  trip  of  the  committee  of  white  men,  including  Governor  Roberts,  to 
New  York  in  favor  of  Fisk  University  and  the  higher  education  of  the 
Negro,  was  an  event  in  the  life  and  history  of  the  South,  because  this 
was  advanced  ground  and  showed  how  far  ahead  the  white  people  of 
this  State  are  forging  in  matters  of  education.  He  eulogized  Governor 
Roberts  for  his  efforts  to  prevent  lynchings. 

Dr.  Lester,  representing  the  President  of  Meharry  Medical  College, 
Dr.  G.  W.  Hubbard,  told  of  the  close  relations  which  have  long  existed 
between  Fisk  and  Meharry.  He  spoke,  also  of  the  new  era  of  good  feel- 
ing being  ushered  in  under  the  regime  of  the  present  governor. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Jones,  President  of  the  N.  A.  A.  C.  P.,  caused  a  roar  of 
merriment  when  after  eulogizing  Tennessee  and  the  governor,  he  told 
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the  latter  that  he  regretted  that  the  governor  belongs  to  a  party  which 
will  not  let  colored  people  vote  for  him. 

Hill  Pkaises  Fisk. 

Here  President  Hill  of  the  Commercial  Club  was  called.  He  stated 
it  to  be  his  belief  that  there  must  be  colleges  for  colored  people  just  as 
for  white  people.  He  said  that  Fisk  is  being  watched  and  that  if  it 
proves  worthy,  he  was  certain  from  what  was  said  to  him  in  New  York, 
it  will  receive  its  endowment.  "When  you  have  problems  here  in 
Nashville,"  he  said,  "come  to  the  Commercial  Club  with  them  and  let 
us  talk  them  over  together." 

Hon.  J.  C.  Napier,  a  Trustee  of  Fisk,  then  introduced  the  Governor. 

Roberts  Gets  Ovation. 

Governor  Roberts  received  a  great  ovation,  the  crowd  rising  and 
cheering  several  minutes.  He  said,  in  part,  that  he  believed  that  the 
Negro  should  be  given  a  chance  to  develop  all  his  powers  and  then 
given  a  place  in  which  to  use  his  powers.  He  expressed  appreciation 
for  the  demonstration  and  told  of  his  efforts  to  promote  good  will  be- 
tween the  races. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the  following  resolutions,  presented  by 
Dr.  S.  W.  Crosthwait,  were  adopted  by  a  rising  vote: 

"Recently  the  educational  institutions  of  Nashville  have  been  recipi- 
ents of  splendid  gifts,  which  have  greatly  enlarged  their  opportunities 
and  possibilities  for  uplifting  service.  Especially  worthy  and  commend- 
able efforts  are  now  being  made  to  raise  an  endowment  fund  of  two 
millions  of  dollars  for  Fisk  University,  with  the  ultimate  purpose  of 
establishing  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  for  the  colored  people,  a  university  in 
all  that  the  term  applies. 

"Whereas,  We  most  heartily  rejoice  in  these  efforts,  because  the 
building  of  such  a  university  will  be  a  blessing,  not  only  to  the  colored 
people,  but  to  the  whole  nation,  and, 

"Whereas,  We  believe  that  Fisk  University  is  the  proper  place  for 
building  such  an  institution  as  proposed,  therefore 

"Be  it  Resolved,  That  we  express  our  gratitude  to  those  who  have 
been  so  interested  in  our  behalf,  especially  His  Excellency,  Governor 
A.  H.  Roberts,  Chancellor  J.  H.  Kirkland,  Mr.  H.  G.  Hill,  President  of 
the  Commercial  Club;  Mr.  W.  R.  Manier,  Sr.,  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
mercial Club;  Mr.  W.  R.  Manier,  Jr.,  and  Mr.  Baxter  Jackson,  and  other 
friends  of  Nashville;  also  that  we  express  our  approval  of  and  faith  in 
Fisk  University  and  that  we  pledge  our  support  to  President  F.  A. 
McKenzie  and  his  faculty,  and  give  our  hearty  indorsement  to  the  whole 
plan,  in  testimony  of  which  we  meet  here  today." 


24  Fisk  University  News 

The  music  for  the  occasion  was  furnished  by  Meharry,  Walden, 
Roger  Williams,  Fisk,  the  State  Normal,  and  Pearl  High  School.  The 
ctizens  crowded  the  main  floor  of  the  chapel  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
students  of  Fisk  were  compelled  to  occupy  the  gallery.  The  colored 
people  who  were  present  will  not  soon  forget  the  heart-to-heart  talk 
which  Governor  Roberts  made  to  them. 


Dr.  McKenzie's  Letter. 

In  his  letter  of  regret,  Dr.  McKenzie  said  through  Rev.  S.  L.  Mc- 
Dowell: 

"Dear  Dr.  McDowell: 

"It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  find  myself  unable  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing in  the  interest  of  higher  education  in  Nashville  which,  as  I  have 
been  informed,  is  to  be  held  next  Sunday  afternoon,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Ministerial  Alliance,  by  the  citizens  of  Nashville  in  Fisk  Memo- 
rial Chapel.  I  count  it  a  personal  loss  that  I  may  not  be  present  on 
that  great  occasion. 

"Of  course  I  am  especially  interested  in  the  bearing  of  the  meeting 
upon  the  development  of  Fisk  University,  and  especially  appreciative 
of  the  spirit  of  cooperation  for  Fisk  which  the  meeting  represents.  But 
there  is  an  even  greater  aspect  to  the  occasion  and  to  the  cause  under 
consideration  at  the  moment.  Not  Fisk  alone,  but  every  school  in 
Nashville  will  share  in  the  benefits  that  will  flow  from  our  endeavors 
to  find  adequate  resources  for  a  Negro  university  in  Nashville.  The 
great  common  good  of  a  whole  city,  a  whole  race,  and  a  whole  nation 
are  bound  up  in  the  aspirations  of  this  occasion. 

"In  one  of  the  most  significant  books  of  the  last  half  century  a  chap- 
ter is  devoted  to  the  effect  of  a  university  upon  the  people  of  the  com- 
munity, and  from  the  records  of  several  of  the  European  nations  it  is 
shown  that  university  towns  produce  many  more  eminent  men  than 
other  towns.  It  is  clear  that  the  development  of  the  whole  citizenship 
in  the  power  to  think,  to  do,  to  achieve,  and  to  serve  is  multiplied  by 
these  adequate  centers  of  intellectual  training.  Nashville  citizens  gain 
far  more  than  they  realize  by  living  in  the  'Athens  of  the  South.'  And 
the  greater  our  educational  institutions  become,  the  more  shall  we  in- 
creasingly profit  in  the  future. 

"It  is  an  unfortunate  fact  that  the  colored  people  of  the  United 
States  do  not  have  a  single  adequate  university.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment recognizes  only  three  institutions  roughly  entitled  to  the  name 
of  college — one  in  Washington  and  two  in  Nashville.  And  neither  of 
the  two  in  Nashville  has  sufficient  endowment  or  pays  sufficient  salaries 
to  be  recognized  as  a  college  by  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges. 
This  condition  must  not  continue.     Here  in  the  South  we  must  have 
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high  quality  opportunities  for  the  millions  of  colored  youth  who  live 
within  a  half -day's  journey  of  Nashville.  We  must  set  standards  as 
high  for  the  colored  youth  as  they  are  set  for  the  white  youth.  And  if 
we  can  achieve  these  standards  in  one  institution,  it  will  help  many 
others  in  their  struggles  to  secure  the  same  high  results. 

"It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  congratulate  you,  that  I  thank  the 
citizens  of  Nashville,  and  that  I  felicitate  the  city.  I  want  to  express 
my  appreciation  of  the  other  institutions  represented  on  the  platform 
and  in  the  pews  at  your  meeting.  I  hope  that  as  their  presence  and 
words  shall  help  toward  a  greater  Fisk,  they  may  also  result  in  great 
good  to  the  cause  which  is  especially  dear  to  each  representative  on 
this  occasion. 

"May  I  pledge  myself  with  them  and  with  you,  Mr.  President,  to 
the  highest  good  of  the  largest  number  of  colored  youth,  both  within 
and  without  our  several  schools?  With  this  pledge,  I  beg  to  remain, 

"Very  sincerely  yours, 

"F.  A.  McKenzie." 


M 
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The  Fisk  Alumni  Get  Squarely  Behind  Dr.  McKenzie 

and  Indorse  His  Work  and  Program 

for  Fisk  University. 


NASHVILLE  ALUMNI  BANQUET. 


(From  two  members  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Fisk,  The  News  has 
received  two  accounts  of  the  splendid  "Get-together"  luncheon  given  recently 
by  the  Association  in  honor  of  President  McKenzie.  We  are  printing  both 
of  them  because  they  show  how  the  matter  appeared  to  persons  of  different 
temperaments  and  modes  of  reporting.     The  accounts  follow. — Editor.) 

The  first  report  is  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Lester,  '90: 

Responding  to  a  call  of  a  local  committee,  about  fifty  graduates  of 
Fisk  University  gathered  in  the  spacious  parlors  of  the  City  Y.M.C.A. 
building  January  31,  1920. 

The  object  sought  was  a  getting  together  to  give  public  expression 
of  our  views  regarding  the  actions  and  plans  of  the  President  of  the 
University.  A  sumptuous  banquet  had  been  prepared  and  the  gradu- 
ates with  their  wives  and  friends  were  present  to  greet  Dr.  Fayette 
Avery  McKenzie,  President  of  Fisk,  the  invited  guest.  A  social  hour 
was  spent  in  exchanging  greetings.  The  toastmaster  invited  the  guest 
and  members  of  the  Club  into  the  Banquet  Hall,  where  the  beautifully 
decorated  tables  were  arranged  to  form  the  letter  "P."  The  writer 
knows  of  no  former  occasion  where  so  many  graduates  of  the  institu- 
tion had  volunteered  to  assemble  in  this  city  away  from  the  campus  of 
Fisk.  The  toastmaster  made  brief  remarks  referring  to  the  heroic 
work  Dr.  McKenzie  had  performed  and  lofty  standard  which  he  now 
holds  for  the  institution.  Reference  was  made  to  the  two-million-dollar 
drive  for  an  endowment  for  Fisk,  and  every  speaker  (and  there  were 
several)  assured  the  President  of  Fisk  that  the  hundreds  of  graduates 
located  in  nearly  every  state  in  the  Union,  are  watching  his  course 
and  are  heartily  applauding  every  successful  effort. 

They  asked  that  a  workable  program  be  given  them  that  they  might 
help  in  securing  this  two  million  dollars.  They  declared  they  are  will- 
ing and  that  they  are  ready  to  contribute  from  their  scanty  means  to 
the  extent  of  their  ability.  A  short  resolution  breathing  loyalty  and 
fidelity  to  the  University  and  devotion  and  faith  in  its  President  was 
unanimously  adopted.  Dr.  McKenzie  expressed  appreciation  of  the  in- 
vitation and  his  ability  to  be  present.  He  had  not  before  met  so  many 
of  the  graduates  in  this  city  at  one  time;  he  had  not  before  heard  so 
many  expressions  of  approval  of  his  efforts  to  advance  the  interest  of 
the  institution;    he  would  submit  a  working  program  by  which  these 
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pleasant  words  of  loyalty  and  devotion  will  blossom  into  visible  deeds — 
he  had  done  his  best  to  live  up  to  the  Fisk  ideals  and  he  felt  strength- 
ened in  that  his  efforts  had  met  such  hearty  approval  of  those  so  deeply 
interested.  A  committee  was  named  with  whom  the  President  may 
confer  whenever  he  wished  to  reach  the  graduates. 

The  meeting  closed  with  a  benediction  on  every  lip  and  a  strong 
determination  to  help  in  the  uplift  of  "Dear  Old  Fisk."  Those  present 
represented  classes  extending  over  forty  years. 

The  second  account  was  prepared  by  Rev.  T.  M.  Brumfield,  '09, 
President  of  the  General  Alumni  Association: 

President  Fayette  Avery  McKenzie  was  the  guest  of  honor  at  a  get- 
together  banquet  of  the  Fisk  Alumni  held  January  30  in  the  parlors 
of  the  local  Y.M.C.A.  building.  The  parlors  were  taxed  to  their  utmost 
capacity  to  accommodate  the  large  number  of  Alumni  present. 

The  following  Alumni  spoke  encouragingly  and  appreciatively  of 
the  new  Fisk  and  of  the  advanced  type  of  work  being  carried  on  there 
under  the  direction  of  President  McKenzie:  Prof.  J.  W.  Work,  who  was 
absent  on  a  concert  engagement  out  of  town,  through  a  letter  read  by 
Mrs.  Work,  Dr.  J.  A.  Lester,  Mr.  R.  L.  Mayfield,  Mr.  E.  W.  Benton, 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Crosthwait,  Dr.  J.  T.  Phillips,  Dr.  F.  G.  Smith,  Rev.  W.  S. 
Ellington,  Dr.  C.  V.  Roman,  Mrs.  W.  J.  Hale,  Prof.  Mary  E.  Spence, 
Dr.  T.  W.  Talley  and  T.  M.  Brumfield,  who  served  as  master  of  cere- 
monies. Inspiring  music  was  rendered  by  Mr.  C.  Cecil  Cohen  and 
Miss  Sonoma  C.  Talley.  Secretary  W.  N.  Sanders  of  the  local  Y.M.C.A. 
brought  words  of  greeting  and  good  will  to  the  assembled  Fisk  family. 

President  F.  A.  McKenzie,  in  responding  to  the  toasts  of  the  evening, 
referred  to  some  of  the  more  recent  innovations  on  the  campus  and 
outlined  somewhat  the  program  of  work  for  the  University.  The 
Alumni  were  thus  permitted  to  see  something  of  the  magnitude  of 
President  McKenzie's  vision  and  plans  respecting  the  future  of  Fisk. 

The  following  resolutions,  read  by  Miss  Lena  T.  Jackson,  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  we,  the  general  officers  of  the  Fisk  University 
Alumni  Association  and  the  Fisk  Alumni  of  Nashville,  in  mass  meeting 
assembled,  recognize  in  the  present  movement  to  raise  two  millions  of 
dollars  for  our  Alma  Mater  an  event  second  only  in  importance  to  the 
founding  of  the  University  itself. 

"That  we  go  on  record  as  unreservedly  indorsing  every  effort  in- 
augurated by  our  President,  Fayette  Avery  McKenzie,  and  all  those 
who  have  kindly  helped  him  in  the  launching  of  this  movement  which 
if  successful  will  enable  the  University,  while  maintaining  the  highest 
standards,  to  develop  from  its  comparatively  small  dimensions  to  those 
recognized  and  maintained  by  the  best  Universities. 
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"That  we  hereby  whole-heartedly  thank  the  President  of  Fisk  Uni- 
versity and  instruct  the  President  of  the  Alumni  Association  to  appoint 
an  Alumni  committee  who  will  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  President  of 
the  University  to  help  in  carrying  out  among  the  Alumni  whatever 
plans  he  may  deem  necessary  to  the  successful  consummation  of  the 
campaign." 

After  adopting  these  resolutions  the  Fisk  song  was  sung,  in  which 
the  Alumni  pledged  anew  their  loyalty  to  Fisk  and  to  the  ideals  for 
which  she  stands. 


MAGNOLIA  COTTAGE, 
The  "Little   Home"   of   Fisk's   Famous    Music   Department. 

A  small  fraction  of  the  music  work  is  done  in  this  little  building. 
The  rest  is  scattered  elsewhere. 
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The 
PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 

TO  THE 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

FISK  UNIVERSITY 
For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1920 


The  Board  of  Trustees  Pisk  University. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen — Again  I  submit 
my  formal  annual  report,  this  time  for  the 
year  closing  June  30,  1920,  the  fifth  year  of 
my  service  here. 

Financial  Gains. 

A  year  ago  it  was  my  pleasure  to  report 
a  slight  surplus  for  the  year.  That  pleasure 
is  repeated  for  the  year  of  this  report.  The 
probable  deficit  of  January  was  removed  by 
increased  income.  At  the  present  moment 
(January,  1921)  we  face  again  another  de- 
ficit of  perhaps  $10,000.  Again  special  efforts 
must  be  made  to  secure  new  gifts.  Again  I 
believe  that  with  the  combined  efforts  of  Trustees  and  friends  we  shall 
be  able  in  July  to  record  a  third  year  with  a  surplus  on  current  ac- 
count, even  though  that  surplus  be  small. 


Gen.    Clinton    B.    Fisk 
One  of  the  Founders — Fisk 
University  named  for  him 


Distribution  of  Expenditures. 

A  comparison  of  expenditures  for  the  past  two  years  as  shown  in  the 
following  table  will  be  both  interesting  and  instructive: 

Amount  spent  Percentage  spent 

1918-19           1919-20  1918-19  1919-20 

Arts  and  Sciences $24,483         $    34,270  27.5  29.1 

Music  School 5,686                7,343  6 .  6.2 

Training  School 2,303               2,323  2.5  1.9 

Library 797               1,100  1.1  .9 

Operation  of  Plant 13,209             24,990  14.8  21.2 

Administration   12,168              13,933  13.7  11.8 

Dining  Room 3,395                4,592  3.8  3.9 

Dormitories   4,932                4,265  5.5  3.6 

Laundry    2,212                  504  2.5  .4 

Dairy 2,692                2,275  3 .  1.9 

Other  Expenditures    ..      16,730             22,041  18.8  18.7 

Total    $  88,808         $  117,820 

The  increased  percentages  in  Arts  and  Sciences  and  Music  School 
may  be  credited  to  increases  in  salaries.  That  in  Operation  of  Plant  is 
due  chiefly  to  the  change  in  bookkeeping  by  which  the  cost  of  upkeep 
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John    Ogden,    M.A. 

First   Principal     of     "Fisk 

School,"    1866-1870. 


of  the  steam  plant  formerly  spread  over  the 
several  departments  is  now  recorded  under 
the  one  heading.  Salaries  in  all  departments 
totaled  $66,146  this  year  as  compared  with 
$44,674.25  the  previous  year.  Outside  labor 
was  $15,541  as  compared  with  $13,459.09  the 
previous  year.  "Other  Expenditures"  in- 
clude $7,500  for  the  work  in  Physical  Educa- 
tion and  Hygiene,  which  properly  belongs 
under  other  headings,  but  which  has  been 
listed  separately  because  of  the  conditional 
subsidy  given  us  by  the  Government  through 
the  Interdepartmental  Social  Hygiene  Board. 
Next  year's  report  will  show  very  con- 
siderable increases  in  salary  accounts. 


Five-Year  Comparison. 

For  the  year  ending  June  30: 

Income  Expenditure 

1916    $  55,501.42  $  70,135.68 

1917    64,609.48  72,685.84 

1918    63,199.29  79,579.97 

1919 93,188.97  88,808.74 

1920    120,428.33  117,641.54 

*1921    156,240.00  154,470.00 

*Budget   figures. 

Larger  Expenses  Next  Year. 

In  my  last  report  I  predicted  larger  expenditures  for  the  following 
year,  and  the  prediction  is  fully  justified  here.  The  year  now  half  gone 
will  record  another  large  increase,  and  the  end  is  not  yet.  Simple 
justice  to  our  teachers  and  to  our  students  demands  these  increases. 
Heroic  efforts  are  made  to  continue  everything  on  the  simplest  plane 
which  efficiency  will  permit. 

Rising  expenditures  continually  compel  us  to  prepare  ourselves  to 
answer  the  questions,  Where  are  the  needed  funds  to  be  found?  and, 
What  claim  has  Fisk  upon  the  ever-renewed  generosity  of  the  public 
who  make  Fisk  possible?  In  the  last  analysis  ours  is  truly  a  venture 
of  faith.  We  shall  live  if  we  deserve  to  live.  We  believe  in  our  work. 
We  must  make  our  work  known  that  others  may  also  believe. 

The  Basis  of  the  Fisk  Appeal. 

Our  quest  for  funds  must  have  not  merely  a  casual  appeal  which 
wins  the  approval  of  everybody  as  the  appeal  of  one  worthy  cause 
among  a  thousand  worthy  calls.     It  must  be  the  appeal  not  of  pathos 
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Adam  K.  Spence,  M.A. 
Principal,    1870-1875. 


or  of  rhetorical  demand,  but  the  appeal 
which  compels  because  it  is  the  appeal  of  an 
institution  unique  in  its  philosophy  and 
service.  We  as  Trustees,  and  our  friends 
who  even  now  support  the  work,  must  be- 
lieve so  thoroughly  in  our  own  philosophy 
that  the  world  shall  know  what  that  philoso- 
phy is,  and  shall  in  spontaneous  enthusiasm 
insist  on  providing  the  resources  necessary 
for  an  ever-enlarging  realization  of  our 
ideals.  For  illustration  of  my  point,  let  me 
suggest  my  belief  that  Hampton's  remark- 
able support  came  and  continues  to  come  not 
primarily  because  of  remarkable  solicitors 
of  funds,  but  because  of  a  remarkable  work 
by   remarkable   men   possessed   of   a   unique 

philosophy.  I  sometimes  wonder  whether  even  today  that  philosophy 
is  really  understood  or  appreciated  by  many  of  its  admirers.  If  I  am 
not  mistaken,  Dr.  Frissell's  life  endeavor  was  not  to  train  youth  to  an 
industrial  skill  that  would  provide  a  living,  but  to  demonstrate  a  phil- 
osophy of  education  universal  in  its  application.  He  was  an  apostle  of 
a  doctrine  which  certainly  is  not  grasped  today  by  the  great  body  of 
enthusiastic  advocates  of  industrial  education,  and  not  suspected  by 
the  great  body  of  ardent  advocates  of  literary  education.  And  yet  that 
inner  fire  of  living  truth  so  shone  through  his  personality  and  his  work 
that  thousands  lighted  their  torches  and  joined  in  the  forwarding  of 
his  work.  It  was  the  compelling  power  of  a  great  unique  germinal 
educational  philosophy  that  made  Hampton. 

Fisk  should  likewise  stand  before  the  world  today  as  a  unitary 
group  possessed  of  a  single  philosophy — the  Fisk  philosophy — and  dar- 
ing to  light  our  torches  and  lead  the  way,  knowing  that  the  truth  of 
our  position  and  the  fidelity  of  our  practice  will  draw  the  world  to  our 
standard. 

Fisk  must  not  be  what  our  funds  make  it,  but  our  funds  will  ulti- 
mately correspond  to  what  Fisk  is.  If  we  are  right,  and  if  we  let  the 
world  know,  the  world  will  not  consent  to  let  us  suffer. 

The  fire  by  night  and  the  cloud  by  day  that  have  for  fifty  years  re- 
vealed the  inspiration  of  Fisk  are  beyond  the  powers  of  my  pen  to 
describe.  A  year  ago  in  my  report  to  you  I  did  attempt  to  put  on  paper 
a  part  at  least  of  the  philosophy  of  Fisk.  I  commend  to  you  again 
what  I  then  said.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  the  fundamentals  therein  dis- 
cussed not  only  have  been  the  fundamentals  from  the  beginning,  but 
will  continue  to  be  the  fundamentals  for  an  indefinite  future.  Their 
statement  not  only  describes  Fisk  for  our  growing  body  of  friends,  but 
they  relieve  everyone  from  uncertainties  and  unnecessary  discussions. 
Our  course  is  charted,  the  anchor  lifted,  the  compass  set. 
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For  the  convenience  of  our  new  friends 
who  may  read  this  printed  report  I  am  ven- 
turing to  re-print  that  part  of  last  year's 
statement  as  a  supplement  to  this  report.  I 
am  also  venturing  to  discuss  at  this  point 
somewhat  more  extensively  a  few  items  of 
policy. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  former 
discussion  was  taken  up  under  the  four 
headings:  Health,  Organized  Life,  Economy, 
and  Thoroughness. 

I.    Health. 

Our  physical  examinations  this  year  are 
more  thorough  than  last  year.     Our  records 
are  approaching  the  point  where  we  can  be- 
gin to  give  concrete  and  statistical  evidence 
of  the  physical  good  accruing  to  the  students  through  our  efforts  in 
physical  education.     Very  serious  impairments  of  vigor  and  health  are 
already  being  prevented  through  observation  and  early  advice. 

At  an  expense  of  about  $4,000  we  have  this  year  put  up  a  pavilion 
50  x  100  feet  close  to  Jubilee  Hall.  To  keep  the  cost  of  construction 
down  the  roof  and  sides  are  of  canvas.  In  our  climate  vigorous  exercise 
outdoor  should  be  feasible  almost  every  day  throughout  the  winter. 
Of  course  there  are  many  incidental  difficulties  and  deficiencies  in  this 
arrangement,  but  it  is  a  vast  improvement  over  the  low  and  crowded 
basement  room  in  Jubilee  Hall  which  has  been  our  only  recourse  in  the 
past.  It  is  our  first  genuine  provision  for  physical  exercise  for  the 
girls.         * 


Erastus  M.  Cravath,  D.D. 
One  of  the  Founders  and 
first    President,    1875-1900. 


Athletics. 

We  are  continuing  to  live  up  to  our  own  philosophy  and  the  philoso- 
phy of  the  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Association  in  its  endeavor  to 
reform  athletics  and  to  put  athletics  in  its  proper  place  in  the  scheme 
of  a  rational  physical  education,  which  is  a  subordinate,  though  highly 
important  part  of  a  college  program.  We  of  course  are  few  in  numbers 
and  almost  without  financial  resources  for  athletics.  Consequently 
however  many  mistakes  we  conceivably  may  have  made  we  have  not 
nearly  so  far  to  go  as  most  colleges  in  order  to  be  truly  reformed.  The 
dangers  of  the  situation  are  suggested  by  the  following  exerpts  from 
letters  received  by  Dr.  T.  A.  Storey,  Secretary,  Washington,  D.C.,  from 
various  members  of  the  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Association: 

President  G.  A.  Richmond,  Union  College.  ".We  have  been  making 
some  quiet  investigations  as  to  the  abuses  charged  in  Dean  Young's 
letter.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  that  a  good  deal  of  scouting 
goes  on,  especially  in  institutions  which  aim  at  a  record  in  football. 
Neither  do  I  doubt  that  certain  alumni  in  various  colleges  are  injuring 
the  reputation  of  college  sport  by  unduly  influencing  athletics." 
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President  H.  G.  Matheson,  Georgia  School 
of  Technology,  Atlanta,  Georgia.  "I  am  pro- 
foundly interested  in  the  work  of  your  Asso- 
ciation. Frankly,  I  am  far  from  satisfied 
with  the  present  status  of  Intercollegiate 
Athletics,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  much 
remedial  work  must  be  done." 

Professor  C.  W.  Savage,  Ooerlin  College. 
"As  I  return  to  athletic  circles  of  the  Ohio 
Conference  I  am  dismayed  to  find  that  prose- 
lyting" and  loading  up  teams  has  become 
much  more  common  than  was  the  case  be- 
fore the  war.  ...  In  my  judgment  a 
radical  change  in  the  character  of  inter- 
collegiate competition  as  well  as  control  and 
direction  by  the  institutions  themselves 
will  be  required  before  any  change  for  the  better  can  be  hoped  for." 

President  W.  E.  Stone,  Purdue  University.  "It  seems  to  me  that 
there  never  was  so  great  a  need  as  now.  I  have  just  been  talking  with 
some  of  the  members  of  our  Faculty,  and  while  we  have  been  active 
for  over  twenty  years  in  striving  for  better  things,  and  while  our 
Western  Conference  has  kept  up  the  same  kind  of  pressure,  we  agree 
that  the  tendency  to  professionalize  intercollegiate  athletics  is  as  great 
as  ever." 

Chancellor  James  R.  Day,  Syracuse  University.  "I  have  read  with 
interest  the  enclosure  which  you  have  sent  to  me.  My  experience  and 
observations  do  not  agree  with  those  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  written 
you.  I  have  received  letters  from  prep  schools  in  the  East,  from  young 
men  claiming  to  be  proficient  athletes,  and  inquiring  as  to  what  con- 
sideration would  be  given  them  on  this  account  at  this  University. 
Invariably  I  have  replied  that  no  consideration  whatever  would  be 
given  because  of  their  athletic  skill.  I  do  not  know  what  some  of  our 
Alumni  may  do,  or  our  athletic  management,  but  I  have  made  myself 
very  plainly  understood  that  anything  that  is  in  any  way  professional 
would  be  resented  and  resisted  by  me." 

President  Alex.  C.  Humphreys,  Stevens  Institute  of  Technology.  "I 
am  afraid  that  not  a  few  colleges  are  advocating  clean  athletics  and  non- 
commercial athletics,  but  are  making  no  intelligent  and  persistent  effort 
to  correct  the  abuses  which  we  find.  ...  I  don't  think  a  man 
should  be  in  an  influential  position  in  connection  with  athletics  in  an 
educational  institution  unless  we  know  that  we  can  secure  his  loyal  co- 
operation and  keep  him  in  such  control,  and  that  he  will  not  over- 
emphasize athletics,  either  as  against  the  regular  studies  of  the  insti- 
tution or  the  physical  well-being  of  the  students." 

These  are  splendid  and  courageous  warnings,  but  we  must  be  care- 
ful that  we  do  not  miss  the  essential  point.     The  complete  elimination 
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of  what  is  generally  considered  professional- 
ism will  scarcely  touch  the  evil.     What  we 
:;;  need  is  a  fundamental  'philosophy  on  the  part 

of  our  college  authorities  and  a  courage 
which  will  put  that  philosophy  into  action. 
Most  college  presidents — evidently  not  these 
quoted  above — know  that  they  cannot  de- 
mand genuine  reform  without  losing  their 
jobs — I  mean  that  people  think  that  they 
cannot.  But  whether  or  not  this  be  an 
illusion,  I  believe  they  could,  in  spite  of  the 
entrenchments  of  the  interests  that  oppose. 
If  not,  it  is  high  time  that  we  proved  that 
HeMeA.,HL.LDght'  tne  do§  cannot  wag  its  own  tail.     But  Fisk 

Chr.  Com.  Administration       is  not  in  the  condition  of  the  older  athletic 
Ad  Interim,  1908. 

institutions.     In  fact  we  are  not  an  athletic 

institution.     We  are  entirely  free  to  build  from  the  ground  up. 

Fisk  is  committed  to  the  policy  of  no  athletic  coach,  no  training 
table,  no  graduate  or  professional  players,  no  players  of  wavering 
scholarship.  The  combined  trips  of  the  season  do  not  trench  upon  to 
exceed  three  recitation  days.  We  have  no  demoralizing  southern  train- 
ing camp  or  other  pre-season  practice.  Two  important  players  were 
withdrawn  within  three  hours  of  the  last  game  of  the  football  season 
(but  Fisk  won  the  game  3  to  0).  (Only  one  team  scored  on  Fisk  this 
year,  and  that  team,  Morehouse,  beat  by  a  score  of  21  to  13).  Our 
theory  is  that  athletics  to  be  honest  must  be  amateur,  and  that  inter- 
collegiate athletic  success  must  be  a  mere  by-product  of  our  whole 
scheme  of  physical  education.  The  total  scores  for  the  season  were 
279  points  in  favor  of  Fisk  as  against  21  for  rival  teams.  At  the 
present  time  we  are  authorizing  six  football  games  only  for  the  coming 
fall  season,  three  major  and  three  minor. 

I  trust  that  very  shortly  we  shall  take  the  stand  that  no  one  shall 
play  in  intercollegiate  contests  who  has  not  completed  the  full  require- 
ments of  the  Freshman  college  year,  been  on  our  campus  one  full  year, 
and  who  is  not  only  doing  satisfactory  work  at  the  moment,  but  who 
finished  the  preceding  quarter's  work  without  condition. 

Our  athletics  must  be  primarily  for  present  and  permanent  health 
and  happiness.  They  should  provide  the  habits  and  forms  of  activity 
that  will  continue  throughout  life.  They  must  not  be  for  advertising 
purposes.  They  must  be  guaranteed  free  from  all  gambling.  If  the 
latter  evil  which  crept  in  this  last  year  cannot  be  eliminated  by  a 
guarantee  from  Faculty  and  students  we  shall  be  obliged  almost  any 
time  to  suspend  intercollegiate  contests  until  that  guarantee  can  be 
secured. 

Any  form  of  athletics  that  cannot  flourish  without  spectators  is 
open   to  very  grave  doubts   on   a   college   campus.     Our  main  goal   is 
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George   A.    Gates, 
d:d.,    L.L.D. 

President.     1909-1912. 


universal  participation  in  intramural  games 
enjoyed  for  the  pleasure  of  the  activity  itself. 
This  does  not  preclude  intercollegiate  sports. 
It  should  give  them  health  and  zest. 

II.    Organized  Life. 

Let  me  emphasize  again  the  contribution 
made  to  the  student  through  the  observation 
and  guidance  of  his  times  and  his  routine 
actions.  The  Faculty  has  developed  an  al- 
most surprising  unanimity  in  its  insistence 
that  very  few  if  any  students  shall  carry 
more  than  fifteen  hours  of  recitations  per 
week.  The  old  temptation  to  reduce  the  re- 
quirements of-  work  for  the  class  because 
some    of    the    members    were    carrying    too 

much  work  outside  that  particular  class  has  largely  gone.  The  quarter 
system  which  allows  a  student  to  come  in  every  twelve  weeks  and  to 
go  out  at  the  end  of  twelve,  or  twenty-four,  or  thirty-six,  or  forty-eight 
weeks,  makes  it  distinctly  possible,  if  necessary,  to  study  without  doing 
for  the  moment  any  income-producing  work.  Intensive  work  for  part 
of  the  year  makes  feasible  intensive  study  the  rest  of  the  year.  The 
teacher  is  therefore  free  to  require  from  the  student  all  that  the  latter  is 
capable  with  all  his  combined  abilities  to  do.  It  thus  becomes  the 
University's  ideal  standard  to  require  that  the  student  put  his  full 
time  and  maximum  powers  into  the  University  program.  It  is  an  in- 
tensive program  that  we  propose.  It  cannot  be  carried  through  without 
a  fearful  elimination  of  student  material  unless  we  can  protect  the 
majority  by  such  a  control  of  their  time  and  methods  as  will  make 
their  every  activity  contribute  to  health,  to  vigor,  to  speed,  and  to 
efficiency.  Squandering  of  energies  in  non-scholastic  hours  can  very 
readily  bring  failure  to  scholastic  endeavors.  Non-efficient  habits  in 
non-scholastic  hours  may  render  the  imparting  of  efficient  scholastic 
habits  practically  impossible. 

It  would  be  strange  if  everyone  should  agree  with  this  phase  of  our 
philosophy.  It  is  not  necessary  that  everyone  should.  It  is,  however, 
perfectly  wise  and  highly  desirable  that  at  least  one  college  should  try 
it  out  to  its  logical  conclusion.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  there  are 
at  least  four  or  five  hundred  college  youths  who  would  like  to  receive 
the  advantages  of  such  an  intensive  training.  The  thousands  of  others 
can  try  out  other  methods  at  other  points.  It  will  be  most  stimulating 
at  the  end  of  ten  years  to  compare  the  results. 


III.    Economy. 

Our  students  spend  very  much  less  than  many  students   in  white 
schools.     The   budgets   of   expenditure   for   nine   months   given   us    by 
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fifty-seven  students  receiving  student  aid  or 
student  employment,  including  items  for 
tuition,  board,  room,  laundry,  clothing,  and 
sometimes  music,  besides  various  incidentals 
average  $285.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  these 
figures  are  low,  a  considerable  number  of  our 
students  squander  relatively  large  amounts 
on  eatables  and  clothes.  Parents  in  many 
cases  would  be  kinder  not  to  supply  the  pin 
money  that  they  do.  They  would  aid  greatly 
by  refusing  to  send  the  unnecessary  boxes  of 
food  that  cumber  our  dormitories  and  the 
stomachs  of  the  students. 


IV.    Thoroughness. 

The   endeavor  to  make   the  Fisk   degree 
mean  a  little  more  each  year  has  not  dimin- 
ished.    The  teachers  are  more  insistent  each  year  upon  genuine  work. 
The  gradings   come   nearer  and  nearer  to  the  normal.     Teachers   in- 
creasingly shun  the  reputation  of  giving  "snap"  courses. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  six  weeks  five  students  were  asked  to  with- 
draw because  of  poor  scholarship.  (Some  had  withdrawn  earlier.) 
Eighty-seven  were  dropped  from  one  or  more  subjects.  One  hundred 
and  seventy-three  were  warned  of  imminent  dangers. 

Including  the  figures  given  above,  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter 
there  were  dropped  for  scholarship  14  college  students  and  34  High 
School  students.  Similarly  there  were  dropped  from  separate  classes 
or  courses  54  college  students  and  74  High  School  students.  These 
figures  do  not  include  a  number  who  left  on  account  of  conduct  or  for 
other  reasons. 


Cornelius  W.  Morrow, D.D 

Acting-   President, 

1914-1915. 


Attendance. 

There  is  no  reduction  in  the  demand  for  admission  to  our  dormi- 
tories, though  we  never  solicit  for  students  and  offer  no  inducements 
to  come  except  hard  work. 

Total  Attendance  College  Attendance 

1914-15 516  160 

1915-16 522  180 

1916-17 574  208 

1917-18    468  221 

1918-19    574  253 

1919-20    569  288 

1920-21    (Two  quarters) 587  327 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  college  attendance  has  doubled  since  1914-15. 
Until  more  dormitory  space  is  provided,  High  School  atendance  will 
automatically  tend  to  diminish  as  the  college  figures  go  up.     It  is  my 


Fisk  University  News  9 

belief  that  we  ought  not  to  look  upon  a  dwindling  High  School  with 

satisfaction. 

The  attendance  figures  for  the  first  two  quarters  of  1920-21  are  as 

follows : 

High         *Music     Training       All  De- 
Graduate     College       School         Only         School      parments 

Male 1  163  106  4  25  299 

Female    1  164  50  35  38  288 

Total    .' .   2  327  156  39  63  587 

*The   total    registration    in    the   Music    Department  is  127. 

Evening  Classes. 

Now  that  our  plant  is  to  give  practically  continuous  service  through- 
out the  year,  the  time  must  soon  come  when  our  classrooms  must  serve 
evenings  as  well  as  daytimes. 

Gift  from  the  General  Education  Board. 

By  far  the  largest  gift  ever  offered  the  University  was  that  made 
last  June  by  the  General  Education  Board.  They  offered  us  a  half 
million  dollars  on  condition  that  we  should  raise  another  million  and 
a  half.  Their  generosity  went  to  the  point  of  giving  us  for  the  present 
the  income  on  the  capital  while  we  were  finding  the  additional  money 
required  to  claim  the  capital.  The  gift,  capital,  and  interest,  is  intended 
solely  for  endowment  of  teachers'  salaries.  The  income  is  given  toward 
an  increase  of  salaries.  Consequently  the  $25,000  of  income  was  in 
effect  spent  as  soon  as  received,  and  did  not  lessen  in  the  least  our  task 
of  finding  funds  to  meet  our  other  current  needs.  Our  teachers  are 
happy  in  the  moderate  increases  that  have  come  to  them  individually. 
As  Trustees  we  are  happy  that  the  salary  situation  is  improved. 

Teachers'  Retirement  Fund. 

Acting  upon  the  authority  granted  me  by  your  body,  I  have  entered 
into  agreement  with  the  Carnegie  Foundation,  and  I  am  now  placing 
our  teachers  on  the  rolls  of  the  Teachers'  Insurance  and  Annuity  As- 
sociation of  America  at  the  rate  of  five  teachers  per  month.  If  we 
shall  succeed  in  endowing  the  older  members  of  our  staff  our  whole 
group  will  have  the  worst  of  the  fear  of  old  age  removed  from  them. 
It  will  cost  the  University  a  good  annual  sum,  but  the  benefits  will  serve 
as  a  substantial  increase  of  salary  for  our  workers. 

Magnitude  of  Our  Financial  Task. 

Our  present  prosperity  is  chiefly  a  challenge  to  greater  effort.  The 
half  million  which  is  so  essential  to  our  continued  existence  will  be 
withdrawn  if  we  do  not  complete  the  two  million  fund.  Moreover,  in- 
cluding this  gift,  half  of  our  total  income  expires  after  one  more  year, 
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unless  we  meet  the  conditions  of  this  gift,  and  also  secure  the  renewal 
of  the  pledges  expiring  at  that  time.  The  task  is  large,  but  the  stakes 
are  great.  By  united  effort  and  hearty  cooperation  we  can  win,  and 
put  Fisk  upon  a  modest  but  firm  foundation. 

What  is  the  Money  For? 

Last  year's  report  went  into  detail  concerning  the  needs  which  two 
million  dollars  might  meet.  It  is  not  wise  to  repeat  much  that  was 
then  given.  At  least  half  is  required  to  go  into  endowment.  The  rest 
will  not  meet  our  needs  for  new  buildings,  for  equipment,  and  for 
library  books. 

Buildings. 

Every  day  we  feel  the  necessity  of  an  adequate  Recitation  Building; 
of  a  Gymnasium  (not  for  ill-balanced  sports,  but  as  the  center  of  a 
health  program  not  only  for  our  students  but  for  a  race);  of  a  Music 
Building  for  the  splendid  music  school  that  is  one  of  the  notable  achieve- 
ments of  Fisk;  of  an  Elementary  Practice  Training  School;  of  dormi- 
tories and  houses  for  students  and  teachers;  these  and  other  desirable 
buildings  are  discussed  in  last  year's  report. 

Can  We  Raise  the  Money? 

Our  success  in  meeting  the  challenge  of  this  financial  situation  will 
depend  upon  our  vision,  our  faith,  and  our  fidelity.  If  we  can  realize 
the  magnitude  of  our  educational  task  the  world  will  respond  in  pro- 
portion. If  we  have  faith  proportionate  to  our  vision,  we  shall  dare  to 
prosecute  the  work,  knowing  that  the  God  of  the  Founders  will  not 
desert  us  in  the  hour  of  achievement.  Fidelity  that  is  obedient  to  the 
vision  and  built  upon  faith  will  ever  have  its  just  reward. 

The  Last  of  the  Presidents. 

While  this  report  is  in  process  of  preparation  word  comes  to  us  of 
the  sudden  death  of  Dr.  James  G.  Merrill,  President  of  Fisk  from  1901 
to  1909.  His  was  a  beautiful  life  of  fourscore  years.  His  fellow 
Trustees  will  at  their  next  meeting  wish  to  put  on  record  their  appre- 
ciation of  his  services  and  his  life.  We  grieve  over  his  departure,  but 
rejoice  in  his  achievement. 

There  have  been  only  three  titular  Presidents  of  Fisk,  Presidents 
Cravath,  Merrill,  and  Gates,  and  to  none  of  these  is  there  a  formal 
memorial  on  our  campus.  The  University  itself  is  their  memorial. 
But  it  is  the  University  that  shall  be,  rather  than  the  school  that  now 
is,  that  must  be  their  monument.  Does  not  the  going  of  President  Mer- 
rill give  us  a  new  sense  of  our  obligation  to  those  who  builded  here  a 
structure  not  made  by  hands  and  not  yet  seen  by  mortal  eyes?  For  all 
the  days  of  all  the  eleven  years  since  he  retired  from  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  Merrill  prayed  for  Fisk  University.    He  provided  through  two 
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insurance  policies  for  an  endowment  for  public  speaking  at  Fisk.  His 
dearest  hope  was  to  make  one  more  trip  to  the  Fisk  campus.  Shall  we 
not  stir  ourselves  to  a  new  appreciation  of  those  who  gave  their  very 
souls  for  Fisk  and  aspire  to  a  new  share  in  the  zeal  which  enabled 
them  to  make  the  Fisk  that  was  and  is,  and  to  see  the  Fisk  that  shall 
be?  Since  we  know  that  they  without  us  shall  not  be  made  perfect,  we 
too  should  see  the  promised  land  and  do  our  part.  Let  us  not  fix  our 
eyes  on  the  money  we  need,  but  rather  upon  the  structure  we  are  to 
build.    A  passion  for  a  great  cause  cannot  fail. 

Very  respectfully,  your  fellow  worker, 

Fayette  Avery  McKenzie. 
January  1,  1921. 
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Treasurer's  Report 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1920. 


President  F.  A.  McKenzie: 

Dear  Sir:    I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  Balance  Sheets  and  In- 
come and  Expenditure  Accounts  herewith  for  year  ending  June  30,  1920. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  T.  Fairchild,  Treasurer. 

Fisk  University  Balance  Sheet,  June  30,  1920. 

ASSETS. 
Current  Assets: 

Cash  in  Banks  and  on  Hand $     1,790  41 

Accounts  Receivable— Students_ $    1,588  20 

Others 224  40 

1,812  60 

Unexpired  Insurance 3,897  46 

Inventories 6, 145  71 

Summer  School  Expense  in  June 258  44 

Total  Current  Assets S  13,904  62 

Educational  Plant: 

Land %  76,951  02 

Buildings  less  Reserve  for  Depreciation 349, 118  91 

Equipment  as  per  Inventories 86,602  01 

Total  Educational  Plant 512,671  94 

Investment  of  General  and  Special  Funds: 

Mortgages  on  Real  Estate ----_•$  1,466  80 

Premiums  Paid  Merrill  Insurance  Policy 120  97 

Liberty  Bonds__i: 500  00 

Total  Investment-.: . 2,087  77 

Investment  of  Endowment  Funds: 

Real  Estate , $    7,250  00 

Mortgages  on  Real  Estate 184,183  20 

Bonds  of  Corporations 55,636  20 

Cash  Uninvested 52  34 

Notes  Receivable 9,000  00 

Total  Investment 256,121  74 

5784,786  07 

LIABILITIES. 
Current  Liabilities: 

Notes  Payable ' %  53,500  00 

Accounts  Payable 521  32 

.$  54,021  32 

Special  Funds: 

George  L.  White  Conservatory  Building I    1,232  65 

Fisk  Club,  Helen  C.  Morgan 275  71 

Donations  Received  in  Advance 14, 767  10 

Laundry  Building  Fund,  1920 3,592  96 

19,868  42 

General  Capital  Fund . 454,774  59 
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Endowment  Funds: 

General  Endowment . $204,679  31 

Professorship  Endowment 8,788  14 

Library  Endowment 8,994  22 

Scholarship  Endowment 26,160  07 

Annuity  Funds 7,500  00 

Total  Endowment  Funds ... 256,121  74 


$784,786  07 


Income  and  Expenditures  Account  for  Year  Ending  June  30,  1920. 

income. 
From  Students: 

Tuition— Arts  and  Sciences $  9,292  55 

Music  School  (Fees  Included) 5,649  75 

Training  School 451  55 


Sundry  Fees— Laboratories. ... $  1,021  50 

Library 428  49 

General 1,988  05 


$15,393  85 


3,438  04 


Total  from  Students $  18,831  89 


From  Endowment  Fund: 

Interest . $13,584  69 

Rent  of  Real  Estate 416  40 


14,001  09 


From  Gifts  for  Current  Purposes:     . 

Designated— Slater  Fund $  2,000  00 

A.  Ml  A 5,500  00 

Various  Donors  for  Student  Fund 1,648  00 

Miscellaneous 4 ,  178  40 


Not  Designated,  many  Donors 

Total  from  Gifts 

Other  Sources,  Miscellaneous. __ 


expenditures. 
Departments  of  Instruction: 

Arts  an  d  Sciences 

Music  School __ 

Training  School _  _-_ 

Library 

Hygiene 


13,326  40 
69,039  37 

78,365  77 
9,229  58 

$120,428  33 

$34,270  16 
7,343  30 
2,323  70 
1,100  11 
7,481  67 

52,518  94 

Other  Activities: 

Dormitories  (net) i %  4,592  93 

Dining  Room  (net) 4,265  05 

Laundry  (net) 504  27 

Dairy  (net) 2,275  07 

Bookstore  (net) 126  11 

11,762  93 

Operation  and  Maintenance  of  Plant 12,438  02 

Total  Operation  of  Steam  Heating  Plant 12,552  89 

Administration _  _     13 ,  933  96 

Student  Aid 1 ,  648  93 

Publicity 7,826  14 

Interest  Payable 3 , 381  53 

General  Expense 1,329  84 

Other  Miscellaneous  Expenses 248  36 


Total  Expenditures $1 17 ,  641  54 

Surplus  of  Income  for  Year . 2 ,  786  79 


$120,428  33 
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Fisk  Philosophy 

Reprinted  from  Annual  Report  for  1918-1919. 


If  we  could  distinguish  the  four  chief  elements  of  our  philosophy  at 
Fisk,  they  would  center  about  the  topics  of  Health,  Organized  Life, 
Economy,  and  Thoroughness.  Character  and  scholarship  are  the  objects 
of  our  endeavors. 

I.  Health. 

Physical  vigor  is  an  inestimable  asset  in  the  struggle  for  education 
as  it  is  in  the  struggle  of  life.  We  have  been  fortunate  in  recent  years 
to  have  had  the  funds  to  do  away  with  serious  menace  to  life  through 
fire,  and  to  introduce  the  most  genuine  of  sanftary  conditions  on  our 
campus.  As  already  indicated,  we  have  this  year  by  Government  sub- 
sidy been  enabled  to  put  our  physical  education  on  a  much  sounder 
basis.  We  have  a  physician  to  teach  physiology  and  hygiene  in  a  very 
thorough  way,  to  examine  the  male  students  several  times  a  year,  and 
to  act  as  general  adviser  in  hygiene.  We  have  another  physician  to 
act  as  adviser  for  the  young  women,  and  a  dentist  to  serve  as  dental 
inspector.  We  have  two  instructors  to  direct  physical  exercises,  games, 
and  athletics.  Every  student  in  the  High  School  and  through  the 
second  year  in  college  engages  in  physical  exercises  every  day.  Of 
course  our  facilities  to  carry  on  this  work  on  such  a  scale  are  absolutely 
inadequate.  One  or  two  outdoor  pavilions  would  add  immensely  to  the 
feasibility  of  our  work  until  we  could  have  a  gymnasium  proportionate 
to  our  present  plans  and  activities.  Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  these 
handicaps  a  great  step  forward  has  been  taken  this  year.  I  believe 
that  in  our  physical  activities  and  ideals  we  can  truly  be  ranked  among 
the  most  progressive  as  well  as  the  most  sane  institutions  in  the  coun- 
try. There  is  nothing  spectacular  about  our  work,  but  it  is  steady  and 
based  on  the  ideas  of  the  best  authorities  in  America. 

Health  of  a  Race. 

The  work  in  physical  education  is  valuable  not  only  to  the  student 
at  the  moment,  but  throughout  his  life,  and  perhaps  even  more  to  the 
people  whom  he  will  influence  wherever  he  goes.  The  disease  and 
death  rate  among  the  colored  people,  so  alarmingly  great,  can  be  cut  in 
half  by  the  spread  of  knowledge.  Just  as  health  is  essential  to  the 
student,  so  health  is  essential  to  a  race  that  would  rise  and  develop. 
All  of  our  students  will  be  missionaries  of  hygiene.  Within  a  few 
years  many  of  them  will  go  out  as  trained  physical  and  recreational 
(directors  to  wield  a  tremendous  influence  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
especially  in  the  South. 
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Athletics. 

Our  physical  program  is  such  as  will  enable  us  to  stand  firmly  by 
the  principles  of  reform  in  athletics  and  in  intercollegiate  relationships. 
We  are  discovering  that  athletics  for  everybody  provides  the  material 
for  winning  teams.  Fisk  University  is  assuming  its  duty  over  the 
whole  range  of  physical  activities. 

Morale. 

More  and  more  as  the  work  is  put  upon  the  proper  basis  and  de- 
veloped in  equipment  and  activities,  the  physical  department  will  be- 
come one  of  the  chief  forces  on  our  campus  looking  to  the  happiness  of 
the  individual  student,  to  the  morale  of  the  student  body,  and  to  the 
unification  of  the  University  organization  and  life.  Its  function  is  to 
put  joy  and  meaning  into  the  leisure  hours  and  the  casual  duties  of 
student  life.  Its  very  discipline  spells  not  only  morale  but  morality 
and  character  for  our  campus  life. 

II.    Organized  Life. 

Fisk  goes  upon  the  assumption  that  it  is  not  merely  enough  to  open 
the  doors  of  the  classroom  and  let  the  students  succeed  or  fail  as  their 
own  caprice,  or  even  their  own  judgment  shall  determine.  If  guidance 
and  control  can  save  the  student  from  present  mistaken  inclination 
and  provide  for  his  future  and  permanent  good,  the  University  has  a 
solemn  duty  to  perform.  Learning  itself  requires  that  time  must  be 
properly  ordered,  and  properly  distributed,  energies  must  be  wisely  con- 
served and  correctly  directed,  interest  must  be  concentrated.  To  secure 
these  ends  for  a  large  campus  family  at  minimum  costs  to  both  stu- 
dents and  faculty,  a  highly  organized  routine  of  life  becomes  imperative. 

Moral  Training. 

There  are,  however,  even  more  important  reasons  for  a  disciplined 
and  uniform  life.  To  teach  through  the  daily  processes  of  life  itself 
the  lessons  of  regularity,  promptness,  reliability,  continuity,  and  thor- 
oughness is  to  teach  the  fundamentals  of  good  citizenship  and  to  lay 
the  foundations  of  moral  and  religious  character.  Supervision  which 
gives  accuracy,  speed,  completeness,  and  intensity  to  the  study  and 
work  of  the  day  is  a  contribution  to  the  highest  education  given  in  the 
most  effective  way. 

Restrictions. 

At  Fisk  the  hours  are  set  for  meals,  sleep,  recitation,  and  study. 
Attendance  is  required  upon  religious  services.  The  social  relationships 
of  the  two  sexes  are  carefully  supervised.  The  young  women  are  care- 
fully chaperoned.  Dancing  between  the  sexes  is  not  countenanced. 
Smoking  is  forbidden.  Dishonesty  in  any  form  is  considered  a  reason- 
able bar  to  attendance  upon  the  University. 


16  Fisk  University  News 

Public  Approval. 

The  fact  that  some  of  our  institutions  feel  no  sense  of  responsibility 
along  some  of  these  lines  is  no  necessary  argument  against  the  Fisk 
policy.  That  policy  is  desired  by  most  parents,  is  tolerable  to  most 
students,  and  admirable  in  its  product  in  the  eyes  of  the  general  public. 
It  furnishes  one  of  the  two  or  three  chief  reasons  why  we  cannot  meet 
the  requests  for  admission. 

We  are  obliged  every  once  in  a  while  to  excuse  students  from  fur- 
ther attendance  here,  but  the  demand  for  entrance  continues  far  beyond 
our  domitory  accommodations. 

The  students  of  any  institution  of  our  size,  for  any  race,  come  from 
all  sorts  of  conditions.  Lack  of  opportunity  or  lack  of  training  would 
cause  the  early  fall  of  many  if  they  were  not  guided  and  protected  from 
themselves.  The  protection  of  the  weak  would  alone  justify  the  restric- 
tions placed  upon  those  who  think  they  are  strong.  Every  physical  and 
moral  strength  must  be  conserved  if  the  students  are  to  survive  the 
scholastic  tests  which  are  put  upon  them.  There  is  no  danger  of  weak- 
ness produced  by  lack  of  sufficient  strain.  Nothing  is  of  more  value  to 
the  strong  student  than  such  guidance  as  will  enable  him  to  secure 
largest  return  in  mental  power  from  every  unit  of  time. 

The  life  at  Fisk  is  a  carefully  regulated,  supervised  life  looking  to 
the  achievement  of  maximum  power  and  truest  character — the  serious 
preparation  of  a  life  of  joy. 

III.    Economy. 

Frugality  and  thrift  are  prime  essentials  of  character.  To  be  ex- 
travagant at  Fisk  is  to  violate  every  worthy  ideal  of  the  University. 
Relatively  few  of  our  students  fail  to  ask  for  financial  assistance  either 
in  money  or  work  to  pay  the  small  bills  due  the  University.  If  any 
considerable  number  of  the  colored  youth  of  the  United  States  are  to 
secure  a  college  education  the  total  costs  of  that  education  must  be 
very  low  indeed.  Tuition  at  Fisk  for  college  students  is  $50  per  year. 
Room,  board,  and  laundry  for  nine  months  is  $153.  Twenty-five  dollars 
per  month  ought  to  cover  every  essential  cost  apart  from  clothes  and 
travel.  The  high  costs  of  college  life  elsewhere  are  found  in  clothes 
and  other  personal  expenditures  largely  for  show  and  frivolity.  Those 
costs  have  risen  in  the  past  and  continue  to  rise  because  of  the  com- 
peting ambitions  of  the  students  in  an  atmosphere  which  exerts  no 
restraining  pressure.  If  the  great  mass  of  worthy  poor  are  to  have 
intellectual  privileges  at  Fisk  it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  the  rigid 
control  which  almost  eliminates  the  expenditures  for  adornments,  flow- 
ers, banquets,  receptions,  dances,  fraternities,  etc.  It  will  be  a  sad 
reflection  on  those  responsible  at  Fisk  when  the  total  expenditures  of 
a  student  shall  much  exceed  $250  to  $300  a  year.  Those  not  content  to 
live  the  simple  and  plain  life  owe  it  to  the  other  Fisk  students  to  go 
elsewhere  where  larger  expenditures  are  morally  justifiable. 
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Democracy. 

The  uniform  and  compulsory  practice  of  economy  which  makes  the 
poorest  of  the  poor  comfortable  in  every  part  of  our  campus  life  is  a 
feature  which  should  continue  to  signalize  the  democracy  we  profess. 
It  will  require  a  conscience  strong  and  true  to  resist  the  pressure  at 
every  point  to  modify  just  a  little  until  there  is  no  rule  left.  Ofttimes 
this  pressure  will  come  in  most  attractive  guises  and  from  people  with 
the  kindest  of  intent.  Fisk  must  continue  to  be  a  place  where  everyone 
is  economical,  and  where  no  groups  or  individuals  shall  stand  apart 
from  the  rest,  or  have  any  opportunities  or  privileges  not  common  to 
all. 

Fraternities. 

This  principle  alone  justifies  completely  the  established  ruling  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  that  there  shall  be  no  fraternities  at  Fisk. 

Our  consecration  to  this  principle  of  democratic  simplicity  does  not 
stand  in  the  way,  but  makes  it  all  the  more  desirable  that  every  oppor- 
tunity possible  shall  be  provided  by  philanthropy  for  all  the  students 
alike  in  the  way  of  buildings  and  every  other  facility  and  equipment. 

IV.    Thoroughness. 

In  our  education  proper  we  follow  a  similar  principle.  We  aim  to 
be  simple  and  genuine  and  thorough  in  all  the  scholastic  work  we  do. 
Perhaps  to  be  honest  and  thorough  with  our  classwork  is  as  difficult 
a  task  as  we  face.  It  is  so  much  easier  to  be  "sympathetic/'  Super- 
ficiality and  rhetoric  and  laxity  ruin  much  in  American  education. 

Poor  Preparation. 

The  opportunities  for  elementary  education  for  our  colored  youth 
are  generally  not  the  best.  So  they  come  on  to  college  with  very  un- 
certain knowledge  and  with  bad  methods  of  study.  Fidelity  in  the  long 
run  will  compel  us  to  turn  them  back  to  the  studies  they  have  gone 
over  but  do  not  know.  It  takes  courage  of  a  rare  order  in  the  teacher 
to  do  this.  It  causes  bitter  feelings  sometimes  on  the  part  of  the  stu- 
dents, but  in  the  long  run  they  appreciate  an  honest  education. 

Sifting  of  Students. 

We  are  endeavoring  at  Fisk  to  give  this  honest  education.  Regard- 
less of  where  the  students  come  from  and  no  matter  how  far  advanced 
in  college  classification,  we  examine  all  new  students  in  the  elements 
of  arithmetic  and  grammar  and  English  composition.  Last  fall  over 
80  per  cent  of  more  than  150  students  failed  in  each  of  these  subjects. 
We  provide  classes  to  make  up  these  deficiencies.  At  the  end  of  each 
six  weeks  we  examine  our  records  to  see  which  students  are  doing 
unsatisfactory  work.  At  these  times  some  students  go  home,  many 
drop  out  of  one  or  more  subjects.     At  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of 
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twelve  weeks,  the  distribution  of  gradings  was  carefully  studied  and 
tabulated.  Out  of  nineteen  college  classes  having  ten  or  more  students 
each,  seven  reported  no  failures.  The  other  twelve  reported  failures 
running  from  four  to  twenty-eight  per  cent  in  each  class.  Similarly 
out  of  nineteen  high  school  classes,  one  reported  no  failures,  while  the 
others  reported  from  seven  to  forty-seven  per  cent  of  failures,  an 
average  of  about  twenty-five  per  cent.  At  the  end  of  the  next  six  weeks 
another  sifting  or  reclassification  took  place.  This  simply  means  that 
we  are  trying  very  hard  to  put  the  student  just  where  he  can  do  the 
best  possible  for  himself.  Once  properly  classified,  the  sifting  will  not 
affect  such  large  proportions  of  the  classes.  Ultimately  our  college 
graduates  can  compete  on  an  even  basis  in  the  most  rigid  colleges  of 
the  land.    We  welcome  inspection  and  competition  right  now. 
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The  Sign  of  the  Scholar 

President  McKenzie's  Address  at  the  first  Senior  Chapel  for  the  Year. 


Tonight  we  observe  what  is  preeminently  the  Senior  Chapel.  To- 
night the  seniors  publicly  accept  the  badge  of  formal  scholarship.  On 
former  similar  occasions  I  have  discussed  the  significance  of  costume 
and  the  significance  of  the  military  ideal  and  the  significance  of  unity 
as  represented  in  the  march  and  step-keeping  whether  of  soldier  or  of 
student.  Tonight  we  get  even  closer  to  the  symbol  of  the  occasion,  and 
we  talk  about  the  sign  of  the  scholar. 

I  want  to  talk  very  directly  to  the  seniors.  Other  students  possibly 
may  not  be  ready  to  understand  the  problem  with  which  the  seniors 
are  wrestling  tonight.  But  the  seniors  are  entitled  to  withdraw  to 
themselves  for  a  while —  and  perhaps  for  the  rest  of  the  year — that 
they  may  ponder  over  the  professions  made  by  their  garb  worn  for  the 
first  time  tonight.  Their  black  gowns  and  their  black  caps  are  the 
external  sign  of  the  glorious  achievement  of  scholarship  which  they 
hope  to  crown  before  the  heat  of  another  summer  shall  have  come  and 
gone.  Each  one  is  pondering  in  his  heart  tonight  the  question — am  I  a 
scholar?  Is  there  anything  fundamentally  to  be  added  to  me  this  year? 
Do  I  bear  the  sign  and  superscription  of  the  scholar?  Or  do  I  wear 
the  cap  and  gown  only  to  make  more  glaring  and  public  the  fact  that 
I  do  not  possess  the  sign  within  my  soul? 

To  put  this  thought  in  other  words,  you  seniors  tonight  are  espe- 
cially entering  into  the  great  searching  of  hearts  which  the  college 
world  is  manifesting  everywhere.  And  I  want  to  help  you  if  I  can  by 
showing  the  problem  as  it  presents  itself  to  the  outer  and  larger  world 
far  beyond  our  campus  and  uninfluenced  by  anything  that  we  at  Fisk 
think  or  do.  I  am  going  to  quote  to  you  from  recent  statements  from 
two  educators  far  apart  in  geographical  situation,  and  so  far  as  I 
know  without  any  points  of  personal  association.  They  are  both  men 
of  large  and  long  experience  in  large  institutions  in  the  North. 

There  recently  appeared  in  the  Saturday  Evening  Post  for  November 
an  article  by  Dr.  Davenport,  Vice  President  of  the  Illinois  Agricultural 
College,  on  the  subject,  ''What  a  Man  Loses  in  Going  to  Callege."  His 
observations  are  well  worth  our  consideration,  even  though  the  quota- 
tions used  will  be  relatively  few  and  brief. 

Dr.  Davenport  starts  out  by  quoting  the  usual  opinion  of  the  busi- 
ness man  with  regard  to  the  college  graduate  just  entering  business. 
"Oh,  he  will  be  all  right  after  we  knock  some  sense  into  him."  Our 
writer  does  not  hesitate  to  imply  that  the  remark  of  the  business  man 
is  entirely  justified.  The  graduate  ordinarily  does  have  an  aching  void 
in  the  locality  where  good  and  business  sense  should  be  located,  and 
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that  void  must  be  filled  by  external  forces  and  applications.  And  yet 
Dr.  Davenport,  after  twenty-five  years  of  college  experience  and  twenty- 
five  years  of  business  experience,  still  thinks  it  possible  to  produce 
graduates  without  this  distressing  deficiency.  He  concludes  his  article 
by  enumerating  the  two  things  which  in  his  judgment  would  tend  to 
this  good  end.     He  says: 

"There  are  two  remedies  that  would  largely  correct  the  inevitable 
hardship  that  attaches  to  the  man  who  devotes  the  years  of  young  man- 
hood to  school  rather  than  to  business. 

"The  remedy  most  effective  is  the  one  that  fathers  and  mothers,  and 
uncles  and  aunts  and  cousins,  and  neighbors  and  friends  and  teachers 
nearly  all  oppose — namely  a  full  year  of  employment  between  high 
school  and  college  or  between  the  freshman  and  sophomore  years — 
certainly  not  later  than  the  end  of  the  junior  year. 

"One  [remedy]  is  a  frank  and  outspoken  attitude,  such  as  this  paper 
has  attempted-,  addressed  to  the  student  in  advance  of  graduation,  to 
the  end  that  he  discover  antidotes  for  his  limitations,  or  at  least 
ameliorate  their  influence  by  such  healthy  understanding  of  the  situa- 
tion as  will  lead  him,  while  yet  in  college,  to  pay  some  decent  attention 
to  the  world  he  is  preparing  to  enter — to  its  literature,  to  its  thinkers, 
and  to  its  problems." 

"We  are  not  honest  with  the  college  student.  We  surround  him 
with  every  facility  for  work,  assuming  what  we  know  to  be  untrue 
— namely,  that  he  is  gifted  with  some  real  vision  and  perspective  of 
life.  Then  we  cajole  him  and  humor  his  idiosyncrasies  instead  of 
frankly  talking  them  out." 

Dr.  Davenport's  article  is  in  a  sense  and  without  intention  an  in- 
dictment of  our  whole  social — perhaps  I  should  say  educational — organ- 
ization. It  amounts  to  this  that  in  the  development  of  universal  edu- 
cation we  have  transferred  the  vital  contacts  creating  social  ideals 
in  large  degree  from  the  parents  and  the  family  to  the  school — not  even 
to  the  teachers  in  the  school,  but  to  the  classmates  of  the  child,  all  the 
way  from  the  kindergarten  to  the  college.  The  thing  that  predominates 
is  not  guidance  from  the  older  and  the  more  experienced,  but  ever- 
renewed  and  almost  aimless,  certainly  ungraded,  motions  and  emotions 
by  each  scholastic  age  and  group. 

WHAT  A  MAN  LOSES  IN  GOING  TO  COLLEGE. 

"In  his  four  years  of  life  from  eighteen  to  twenty-two  the  stu- 
dent is  devoted  to  the  vast  enterprise  of  getting  ready  to  live  through 
the  avenue  of  higher  education;  but  to  do  this  the  average  college  man 
defers  and  temporarily  sacrifices  that  association  with  older  people 
and  that  intimate  contact  with  concrete  issues  which  are  absolutely 
essential  in  making  a  man  out  of  boy  stuff."     .     .     . 

"The  one  who  goes  to  college  enters  or  rather  continues  in  an 
artificial  environment  within,  but  not  of  the  real  world  of  men  and 
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women  of  the  twentieth  century.  He  goes  on  living  with  those  of  his 
own  age,  and  instead  of  thinking  men's  thoughts  about  world  affairs 
during  his  most  formative  years  he  becomes  engrossed  in  student  ac- 
tivities, which  have  about  as  much  connection  with  the  real  world  as 
a  wart  on  the  end  of  the  nose  has  with  vision;  it  may  obscure,  but  it 
cannot  illuminate."     .     .     . 

''Whoever  believes  that  the  teacher  exerts  any  considerable  degree 
of  influence,  outside  his  role  as  subjct-matter  instructor,  simply  does 
not  know  the  situation,  particularly  as  to  the  student's  mental  com- 
plex."    .     .     . 

"To  the  student  the  teacher  is  of  an  older  generation,  and  a  special- 
ist, both  good  reasons  for  not  taking  him  any  too  seriously.  Besides, 
he  is  more  or  less  of  a  taskmaster,  and  this  is  reason  enough  for  main- 
taining in  most  cases  a  general  status  of  watchful  waiting,  if  not  of 
armed  suspicion." 

"It  is  no  wonder  now,  when  such  a  generation  is  practically  segre- 
gated from  the  world  in  early  childhood  and  left  living  alone  to  evolve 
a  philosophy  of  life  out  of  its  own  narrow  experiences — it  is  no  wonder 
that  when  it  essays  to  enter  the  real  world  as  it  is  organized  and  con- 
ducted by  people  at  least  one  generation  older  and  with  a  quarter  of 
a  century  of  experience,  these  young  people  make  spectacles  of  them- 
selves." 

Dr.  Davenport  does  not  discuss  in  the  least  the  question  how  any 
civilization  can  hope  to  endure  while  balancing  the  cone  of  its  structure 
on  its  apex  instead  of  its  base.  We  may  sometime  have  to  choose  be- 
tween the  family  and  the  school. 

The  products  of  this  situation  are  the  things  which  Dr.  Davenport 
says  characterize  the  average  college  graduate,  and  which  constitute 
his  losses  through  college  attendance.  They  are  not  the  signs  of 
scholarship,  but  evidence  of  its  partial  absence  and  failure.  It  will  be 
well  for  us  to  ponder  over  these  qualities  which  he  names  as  the 
universal  qualities  of  the  average  student.     They  are  six  in  number: 

1.  "Indifference:  The  college  student  is  characterized  by  a  fine 
and  lofty  indifference  to  everything  outside  his  own  personal  affairs 
and  the  activities  of  his  own  college  campus. 

"Now  this  is  primitive,  and  it  is  the  same  quality  that  enables  the 
blanket  Indian  to  walk  the  streets  of  Washington  without  so  much  as 
batting  an  eye.  Being  primitive  this  attitude  does  not  belong  to  the 
educated  man,  for  it  is  evidence  that  the  individual  is  still  in  the 
period  of  adolescence  so  far  as  personal  development  is  concerned,  no 
matter  what  his  age,  how  much  abstract  information  he  may  possess, 
or  what  he  may  develop  into  afterward. 

2.  "Vanity:  The  college  student  in  general,  with  many  exceptions, 
of  course,  affects  peculiarities  of  dress  and  manner.  This,  too,  is  primi- 
tive, for  the  instinct  belongs  to  the  period  of  adolescence,  not  of  man- 
hood.   It  would  be  humiliating  for  him  to  be  told  that  in  this  particular 
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respect  he  closely  resembles  the  Mexican  laborer  whom  we  opprobri- 
ously  term  'the  greaser,'  except  that  the  latter  is  rather  more  successful 
in  the  effects.  Like  the  Mexican  and  the  feathered  Indian,  this  young- 
ster wants  to  be  seen  and  heard,  whereas  the  successful  man  of  the 
world  moves  about  inconspicuously  and  you  would  never  recognize  him 
by  any  outward  and  distinguishing  mark.  The  real  world  is  too  busy 
to  pose  and  too  well  bred  to  attract  attention. 

3.  "Egoism:  The  average  college  student  who  has  not  earned  at 
least  a  part  of  his  own  way  is  still,  as  in  childhood,  the  center  of  his 
world.  If  not  egotistical  he  is  at  least  an  egoist,  having  never  traveled, 
even  mentally. 
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"He  does  know  a  lot  of  things,  but  he  knows  them  in  a  heterogen- 
eous and  half-digested  fashion,  having  had  no  experience;  and  that  is 
why  his  advice  is  not  valuable  until  he  has  come  to  know  things  in 
their  relations  and  perspective. 

4.  "Argument:  This  conglomerate  store  of  unelaborated  informa- 
tion in  an  active  but  inexperienced  mind  is  bound  to  break  out  some- 
where, and  the  average  college  student  is  as  full  of  argument  as  an  egg 
is  of  meat.  Figuratively  he  will  argue  with  a  signboard  the  distance 
and  direction  to  the  next  town.  Ordinarily  he  does  not  know  the  differ- 
ence between  an  argument  and  a  discussion,  nor  does  he  know  how  to 
exhaust  the  facts  of  a  situation.  He  sees  things  intensely;  his  informa- 
tion has  not  been  cast  into  the  true  perspective  by  the  lens  of  experi- 
ence, and  instead  of  weighing  facts  as  evidence  he  seizes  upon  a  few 
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and  proceeds  to  argue.  This  is  his  long  suit  in  running  bluffs  when 
grades  are  in  peril.  He  has  done  this  so  much  and  so  successfully 
under  stress  of  necessity  that  he  has  had  large  experience  as  a  petti- 
fogger but  little  as  a  judge.  Now,  the  world  wants  not  argument  but 
judgment,  and  the  college  student  must  learn  the  difference  between 
the  two.  He  must  learn  that  when  older  people  cease  arguing  with  him 
it  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  they  have  been  beaten  in  the  dis- 
cussion; they  have  simply  taken  his  measure  and  passed  bim  up.  The 
world  is  too  busy  to  argue. 

5.  "Slang:  The  average  student  lives  on  slang.  His  remarks  are 
not  merely  punctuated  by  it;  they  largely  consist  of  it.  (If  one  at- 
tempts to  hold  discourse  with  him  on  serious  matters  he  is  halting, 
inaccurate,  childlike.) 

6.  "Unreliability:  In  general  the  student  is  as  unreliable  as  a 
child.  Responsibility  runs  off  him  like  water  off  the  back  of  a  duck. 
He  cannot  be  depended  upon  to  appear  on  time,  and  in  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  cases  he  will  jump  a  job  with  the  utmost  sang-froid  and  say 
nothing  about  it  to  anybody.  If  he  is  admonished  he  simply  says,  'I 
got  a  better  one,'  and  if  crowded  for  a  reason  in  explanation  of  some 
unusual  shortcoming  he  will  give  the  child's  answer,  'I  don't  know;' 
and  in  this  he  probably  tells  the  truth,  for  students  perform  an  amaz- 
ing proportion  of  their  activities  without  thinking — that  is,  they  act 
largely  upon  impulse.     This  too  is  childish." 

"Now  these  college  students  are  splendid  fellows.  They  are  the 
pick  of  our  young  people,  but.  their  distinguishing  traits  are  character- 
istic of  childhood  and  of  adolescence,  not  of  manhood.  They  should 
have  been  dropped  by  the  wayside  or  vastly  refined  long  ago,  and  they 
would  have  been  so  dropped  or  refined  if  the  boys  had  not  been  prac- 
tically shut  away  from  the  world.     The  fault  was  not  theirs." 

By  this  I  take  it  that  Dr.  Davenport  means  that  the  unrelieved 
concentration  on  school  life  and  the  isolation  from  the  world  of  ex- 
perience and  judgment  combine  to  make  meritable  the  qualities  he 
describes.  For  judgment  does  not  come  from  association  with  a  single 
age-group. 

To  end  the  consideration  of  Dr.  Davenport's  article,  without  passing 
any  opinion  upon  the  accuracy  of  his  logic,  we  may  say  mat  the  quali- 
ties he  describes  are  not  the  signs  of  the  scholar.  They  furnish  a 
partial  and  negative  sign,  however,  because  they  are  the  qualities  the 
scholar  does  not  posses.  The  student  should  examine  to  see  whether 
he  shows  the  signs  of  indifference  to  things  beyond  himself,  of  the 
vanity  which  seeks  by  dress  and  manner  to  attract  attention,  of  egotism, 
of  argumentativeness,  of  slang,  and  of  that  unreliability  that  neither 
knows  nor  remembers  to  do  the  right  thing  in  the  right  way  at  the 
right  minute. 

Now  let  us  turn  to  another  writer,  Dr.  Nicholas  Murray  Butler, 
President  of  Columbia  University.     Columbia  has  properties  approxi- 
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mating  $72,000,000  in  value,  is  asking  for  $30,000,000  for  necessary 
developments,  and  has  an  annual  registration  of  around  32,000  students, 
and  an  annual  expenditure  of  six  and  one-half  million  dollars.  Presi- 
dent Butler  has  recently  issued  his  annual  report,  and  it  has  excited 
a  great  deal  of  attention.  My  references  to  it  are  based  on  newspaper 
items,  as  I  have  not  as  yet  seen  the  report  itself. 

President  Butler's  report  calls  attention  to  "a  widely  influential  and 
wholely  false  philosophy  of  education  which  has  operated  to  destroy 
the  excellence  of  the  American  school  and  college  without  putting  any- 
thing in  its  place."  He  pleads  for  the  restoration  of  "faith  and  the 
rule  of  everlasting  principle."  "Both  school  and  college  have  in  large 
part  taken  their  minds  off  the  true  business  of  education,  which  is  to 
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prepare  men  to  live,  and  have  fixed  upon  something  which  is  very  sub- 
ordinate, namely,  how  to  prepare  youth  to  make  a  living.  .  .  .  An 
educational  system  based  upon  self-interest  is  not  worthy  the  support 
and  the  sacrifice  of  a  civilized  people." 

The  special  point,  however,  which  has  caught  public  attention,  and 
which  dovetails  into  the  statement  of  Dr.  Davenport,  is  discussed  under 
the  head  of  the  New  Paganism. 

"This  not  only  flouts  all  the  ideals  and  all  the  moral  and  religious 
principles  which  western  nations  hold  dear,  but  would  reduce  life  to 
grotesque  levels,  one  phase  of  it  setting  up  the  untrained  child  as  a 
new  fetish  to  be  bowed  down  to  on  the  ground  that  the  children  'should 
not  be  guided  nor  disciplined,'  but  'should  be  permitted  to  give  full  and 
free  expression  to  their  own  individuality.'     Of  this  absurdity,  which 
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has  been  carried  to  great  lengths  in  the  art  world,  Dr.  Butler  remarks 
that  'such  a  theory  would  sentence  the  world  to  remain  forever  in  the 
immaturity  of  childhood,  and  no  generation  would  be  helped  to  stand 
on  the  shoulders  of  its  predecessors.'  Under  such  a  scheme  of  things 
'life  would  then  be  merely  an  everlasting  beginning,  devoid  of  ac- 
complishment and  without  other  aim  than  the  multiplication  of  nervous 
reactions  to  various  accidental  and  rapidly  succeeding  stimuli.'  " 

If  these  two  men  can  be  thought  to  represent  the  trend  of  the  times, 
they  very  clearly  suggest  duty  on  the  part  of  the  college  authorities 
and  unrealized  opportunity  on  the  part  of  college  students.  The  au- 
thorities have  the  duty  of  passing  on  to  the  students  the  wisdom  of 
more  years,  wider  experience,  and  more  maturity.  The  student  not 
only  has  the  privilege  of  seeking  the  wisdom  and  judgment  of  the  au- 
thorities, but  as  soon  as  he  really  catches  the  vision  of  the  college  man, 
the  vision  of  the  scholar,  he  will  recognize  his  own  immaturities  and 
will  count  it  not  only  his  privilege  but  his  personal  self-imposed  duty 
to  welcome  the  maturities,  the  judgments,  the  wisdoms  of  those  in 
whose  hands  he  has  placed  his  development.  This  is  the  fundamental 
first  sign  and  continuing  sign  of  the  genuine  and  hoped  for  typical 
college  student.  Wisdom  is  in  very  considerable  part  the  accumulated 
judgments  of  mankind  gathered  most  slowly  and  painfully,  a  little  bit 
by  each  generation  of  men,  and  passed  on  by  each  to  the  next.  Just 
as  the  most  complete  knowledge  of  the  tools  of  the  past  opens  the  door 
to  the  inventions  of  the  future,  so  conformity  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
preceding  generation  is  the  key  to  the  possible  forward  and  greater 
wisdom  of  the  future.  The  scholar  is  above  all  men  glad  to  consider 
himself  the  medium  for  the  perpetuation  and  transmission  of  the  sacred 
treasure  of  wisdom  now  reposed  in  the  hands  of  his  instructors  and 
guides,  and  which  is  to  be  turned  over  unimpaired  to  the  generation 
whose  tutors  he  is  divinely  called  to  be. 

Please  do  not  think  that  this  is  all  that  distinguishes  the  scholar, 
the  college  student  whose  eyes  have  been  made  to  see  and  whose  ears" 
have  been  unstopped.  Time  does  not  permit  an  exhaustive  enumeration 
of  all  the  signs.  But  I  ask  everybody  to  watch  our  Seniors.  They 
have  been  undergoing  the  process  of  development  and  change.  There 
should  be  a  great  difference  between  them  and  the  new-come  Freshman. 
To  the  on-looker  they  should  have  almost  the  same  appearance  and 
the  same  views  as  the  Faculty  and  President.  Within  twelve  months 
a  lot  of  them  will  be  teaching,  and  their  undeveloped  students  will  be 
describing  them  in  terms  not  less  critical  than  they  themselves  have 
applied  to  the  Fisk  staff.  It  will  be  to  their  credit  if  their  powers  of 
thought  are  already  so  developed  that  they  can  now  view  things  as 
they  will  when  they  have  crossed  the  threshold  from  the  room  of  the 
student  to  the  room  of  the  teacher.     It  is  really  possible  to  do  this. 

The  child  and  the  uneducated  man  want  to  inform  the  world.  The 
scholar  wants  to  be  informed.  The  scholar  is  modest,  unobtrusive,  con- 
scious  of   his   ignorance,   eager   for   knowledge   and    instruction.      The 
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scholar  has  an  insatiable  hunger  for  more  learning.  The  scholar  loves 
his  books,  all  books,  and  cannot  ill-treat  them  or  see  them  roughly- 
handled.  The  student  scholar  finds  his  joy  of  life  in  his  books,  his 
recitations,  and  above  all  in  his  association  with  his  teachers.  The 
scholar  cannot  be  moved  by  rhetoric  or  by  the  pressure  of  opinion.  He 
reaches  conclusions  slowly  upon  the  basis  of  all  the  facts.  He  cannot 
be  a  demogogue  or  yellow  journalist.  He  will  not  deny  to  a  southern 
white  man  the  right  to  vote  for  a  Republican,  nor  will  he  traduce  a 
Negro  if  his  conscience  permits  him  on  occasion  to  vote  for  a  Democrat. 
In  the  intellectual  world  he  always  stands  against  the  innumerable 
lynchings  that  occur  in  that  world.  The  scholar  is  the  man  who  lives 
in  the  spirit. 

In  the  last  analysis  the  scholar  is  the  man  of  steady  quietness  and 
calm  judgment  who  seeks  ever-new  wisdom  out  of  the  treasure  house 
of  the  past  and  present  that  he  may  sacrifice  himself  upon  the  altar  of 
the  progress  of  the  world. 
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HALF  WAY  DOINGS* 

My  dear  Brudders  an'  Sisters, 

As  I  comes  here  today, 

I  hain't  gwineter  take  no  scripture  verse 

Fer  what  I'se  gwineter  say. 

My  words  I'se  gwineter  cut  off  short 
An'  I  'spects  to  use  dis  tex': 
"Dis  half  way  doin's  hain't  no  'count 
Fer  dis  worl'  nor  de  nex'." 

Dis  half  way  doin's,  Brudderin, 
Won't  never  do,  I  say. 
Go  to  yo'  wuk,  an'  git  it  done, 
An'  den's  de  time  to  play. 


*From  Negro  Folk  Rhymes,  by  Professor  T.  W.  Talley, 
of  Fisk  University.     Published  by  The  Macmillan  Company. 
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The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Fisk  University: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen — Permit  me  on  this,  the  first  day  of  January, 
1922,  to  submit  my  formal  annual  report  for  the  year  closing  June  30, 
1921,  the  sixth  year  of  my  service  at  Fisk  University. 


Financial  Situation 

My  hope  of  a  year  ago  that  we  should  close  the  year  again  with  a 
surplus  was  not  realized.  Several  items  of  income  suddenly  contracted 
and  reduced  our  total  for  the  year  very  considerably  below  what  seemed 
to  be  our  reasonable  expectations.  We  had  expected  on  the  basis  of  for- 
mer returns  about  $5,000  more  than  we  received.  We  were  on  the 
books  of  the  Congregational  Education  Society  for  $15,000  but  due  to 
obligations  by  that  body  to  the  Interchurch  World  Movement,  we  re- 
ceived only  $1,092.86.  As  an  aftermath  of  the  war  we  had  to  pay 
for  our  coal  very  much  more  than  we  shall  pay  this  year.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  current  deficit  of  $3,981.88  I  call  your  attention  to  an  ex- 
penditure during  the  year  of  $12,000  for  our  new  laundry,  so  much 
needed  and  so  economically  placed  and  operated  alongside  the  heating 
plant.  It  is  practically  fire-proof  and  is  self-supporting  under  very  low 
rates  of  charge  to  our  students.  The  General  Education  Board  at  its 
meeting  in  November,  1921,  appropriated  $5,000  toward  the  cost  of  this 
essential  building,  provided  the  rest  of  the  co>3t  should  be  raised  for 
that^purpose.  We  must  look  to  the  generous  public  to  provide  the  $7,000 
which  will  make  effective  the  offer  of  the  General  Education  Board. 

The  income  of  $25,000  from  the  General  Education  Board  (the  in- 
terest on  the  conditional  offer  of  half  a  million  toward  a  million  dol- 
lar endowment  for  increase  of  teachers'  salaries)  was  applied  in  exact 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  appropriation.  We  hope  to 
secure  the  second  half  million  within  the  next  twelve  months,  and 
then  to  give  further  increases  to  our  teachers. 
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Growth  of  Budget 

You  will  be  interested  to  note  the  continuous  growth  of  the  budget 

since  1914-15  for  the  year  ending  June  30. 

Income    Expenditure 

1915    $  53,028.87      $  52,692.39 

1916    55,501.42  70,135.68 

1917 64,609.48  72,685.84 

1918   63,199.29  79,579.97 

1919 93,188.97  88,808.74 

1920 120,428.33       117,641.54 

1921 136,867.42       140,849.30 

1922* *132,800.00     *153,243.00 

*Budget  figures. 

Distribution  of  Expenditures 

Let  me  insert  the  usual  statement  of  comparative  expenditures  cov- 
ering a  period  of  two  years.  By  reference  to  last  year's  report  the 
comparison  can  be  made  to  cover  three  years. 
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A   CROWDED   CLASSROOM 

The  Chemistry  classes  must  suffer  the  inconvenience  of  reciting-  in  the  lab- 
oratory, due  to  overcrowded  conditions  in  the  Science  building. 
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A  CLASS  IN  DRAWING 
One  of  the  corners  used  for  drawing  purposes. 


Amount  spent  Percentage  spent 

1919-20  1920-21  1919-20     1920-21 

Arts  and  Sciences $34,270  $49,441  29.1  31.1 

Music  School 7,343  12,092  6.2  8.5 

Training  School 2„323  2,873  1.9  2.0 

Library  1,100  1,604  .9  1.1 

Operation  of  Plant 24,990  29,106  21.2  20.7 

Publicity 5,892  4.2 

Administration 13,933  16,479  11.8  11.7 

Dining  Room    4,592  2,092  3.9  1.5 

Dormitories   4,265  789  3.6  .5 

Laundry 504  *580  .4  *A 

Dairy 2,275  1,541  1.9  1.1 

Other  Expenditures    22,041  18,360  18.7  14.0 

Total  $117,820         $1  40,849 

^Surplus,  from  which  the  cost  of  steam  should  be  subtracted. 

The  items  showing  an  increase  in  percentage  of  expenditure  this  year 
are  Arts  and  Sciences,  Music  School,  Training  School,  Library  and 
Publicity  and  the  increase  in  each  case  except  the  last  is  due  to  in- 
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creases  in  the  salary  budgets.     Our  total  expenditures  for  salaries  for 
the  year  were  $91,750  or  65  per  cent  of  our  total  budget. 

The  gross  increase  of  cost  of  operation  of  plant  is  due  almost  entirely 
to  increases  in  salaries.  The  one  exception  arose  from  the  price  we 
found  ourselves  obliged  to  pay  for  coal.  There  will  be  a  large  de- 
crease in  that  item  this  next  year.  (Our  budget  calls  for  an 
expenditure  of  only  $9,000  as  against  §12,480  for  the  past  year.) 
The  losses  on  dining  room,  dormitories  and  dairy  were  largely  re- 
duced. Next  year  we  hope  to  eliminate  them  almost  entirely,  even 
though  the  losses  given  above  do  not  include  undistributed  costs  for 
heat  which  are  instead  included  under  Operation  of  Plant.  We 
have  reduced  our  herd  as  a  last  effort  to  prove  that  the  keeping  of  cat- 
tle is  financially  justifiable.  The  budget  for  next  year  shows  increases 
in  Arts  and  Sciences  to  $53,000,  and  in  the  Music  School  up  to  $15,700. 
These  increases  are  largely  due  to  costs  involved  in  carrying  a  fourth 
quarter  of  study  during  the  summer.  The  expenses  of  the  fourth  quar- 
ter belong  with  the  following  year  although  the  attendance  is  totaled 
with  the  preceding  quarters.  This  is  because  the  fiscal  year  closes  the 
30th  of  June,  while  the  scholastic  year  does  not  close  until  the  31st 
of  August. 
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MANUAL  ARTS  AT  FISK 

The  Manual  Arts  Department  not  only  needs  modern  machinery  and  equip- 
ment,   but    is    in    need    of    more    space.      Among-   the    many    things 
carried  on  in  this  one  room  are  Drawing-,  Wood-finishing, 
Recitations,    Wood-turning   and   Benchwork. 
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PART   OF  A   CLASS   IN   ADVANCED   PHYSICS 

As  usual  at  the  mid-year,  I  am  compelled  to  call  your  attention  to  an 
impending  deficit  at  the  close  of  the  year.  We  should  find  $20,000  of 
additional  income  within  that  period. 


Investment  in  Houses 

Under  the  authority  of  the  Trustees  four  houses  have  been  purchased 
out  of  investment  funds.  One  of  these  is  the  property  which  was  owned 
by  our  Trustee,  Dr.  George  W.  Moore,  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Ella  Shep- 
ard  Moore.  Since  this  property  lay  adjacent  to  the  campus,  the  Univer- 
sity, from  every  consideration  of  sentiment  and  institutional  advan- 
tage, was  thoroughly  justified  in  making  every  effort  to  retain  it.  It 
will  probably  provide  the  site  sometime  for  a  second  building.  Up  to 
the  present  the  University  has  invested  in  the  four  properties  $18,875.00 
and  is  securing  at  the  present  time  in  rentals  $125.00  per  month,  or 
at  the  rate  of  $1,500.00  per  year.  The  apparent  interest  return  of  7.9% 
is  reduced  in  providing  for  the  costs  of  the  upkeep  of  these  houses. 
This  last  year  the  University  has  also  taken  over  the  home  of  our 
graduate,  Miss  Harriet  A.  Kimbro,  in  return  for  a  small  cottage  and  an 
annuity  for  life.  The  home  of  Dean  Emeritus  Morrow  was  taken  over 
several  years  ago,  the  capital  payment  to  be  made  at  the  end  of  ten 
years.  All  of  these  properties  are  occupied  by  our  teachers.  It  is  a 
matter  of  University  ethics  to  assure  sanitary  houses  for  them  and  to 
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set  good  housing  standards  for  the  community.  We  need  a  special 
budget  of  $5,000  per  year  to  keep  all  our  campus  properties  in  good 
repair  and  in  attractive  appearance. 

Crisis  in  Our  Finances 

Last  year  I  took  occasion  in  my  report  to  you  to  say  "Our  present 
prosperity  is  chiefly  a  challenge  to  greater  effort.  The  half  million 
which  is  so  essential  to  our  continued  existence  will  be  withdrawn 
if  we  do  not  complete  the  million  fund.  Moreover,  including  this  gift, 
half  of  our  total  income  expires  after  one  more  year,  unless  we  meet 
the  conditions  of  this  gift,  and  also  secure  the  renewal  of  the  pledges 
expiring  at  that  time.  The  task  is  large,  but  the  stakes  are  great." 
There  is  a  total  of  $62,50Q  which  will  vanish  from  our  income  unless 
we  can  secure  renewals  of  present  gifts  and  meet  the  terms  of  the 
large  offer.  It  should  not  be  impossible  to  do  this,  but  the  problem 
is  one  to  be  tackled  at  once  and  solved  within  twelve  months.  Fail- 
ure would  mean  the  closing  of  the  doors  of  Fisk.  But  failure  is  im- 
possible.    We  must  and  we  can  find  the  way. 

Health 

Our  gain  in  the  field  of  physical  education  has  been  probably  this 
year  in  the  greater  accuracy  of  our  examinations  and  their  records. 
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CLASS  IN  ZOOLOGY 
Making  microscopical  examinations. 
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A  MUSIC  LESSON 

One   of   the   most   interesting-  thing's   about   Fisk's   Music   Department   is   its 

special  appeal  to  all  classes  of  people  in  the  city,  young  and  old, 

married  and  single.     Many  travel  entirely  across  the  city 

to  take  music  at  Fisk. 

Physical  examinations  preceded  registration  this  fall.  Our  record 
blank  is  new,  and  is  based  upon  a  careful  study  of  the  blanks  of  many 
schools.  We  are  discovering  physical  defects  before  it  is  too  late  to 
mend,  to  the  great  advantage  of  some  of  our  students. 


Athletics 

Our  faculty  and  students  this  year  adopted  the  heroic  policy  of  ex- 
cluding all  High  School  and  Freshman  students  from  intercollegiate 
games,  even  though  our  competitors  do  not  exclude  even  the  High 
School  boys  from  their  teams.  This  made  necessary  the  building  of 
our  football  team  largely  from  new  material.  Most  people  would  ex- 
pect Fisk  to  lose  the  first  year  under  the  new  plan,  but  Fisk  won  every 
game  except  one  (the  score  in  that  game  was  Morehouse  6;  Fisk  0.) 

I  am  hoping  that  one  recommendation  of  last  year  may  sometime 
be  agreed  upon,  namely,  that  no  student  shall  share  in  intercollegiate 
contests  who  has  not  been  on  the  campus  one  full  year.  This  is  largely 
a  formal  matter  however,  since  as  yet  we  have  no  considerable  number 
of  students  entering  above  the  Freshman  year.    And  yet  it  is  important 
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to  take  this  formal  step  in  order  to  meet  the  terms  set  up  by  a  leading 
authority  in  one  of  the  metropolitan  journals  as  the  conditions  of  a 
Class  A  college  in  athletics. 

I  have  recently  authorized  the  purchase  of  a  cage  ball,  hoping  thereby 
to  encourage  still  more  zestful  intramural  sport. 

Standards 

We  have  been  very  fortunate  during  the  last  year  in  that  our  new 
Dean,  Dr.  E.  J.  Ortman,  trained  for  his  work  in  the  College  of  Educa- 
tion at  Columbia,  was  able  to  give  his  whole  time  to  organization  and 
administration.  In  consequence  our  records,  our  schemes  of  registra- 
tion, and  the  general  exactness  of  our  procedure  and  administration, 
have  been  improved  very  remarkably.  We  have  issued  a  bulletin  of 
questions  and  answers  concerning  Fisk  University  which  saves  the 
writing  of  many  letters  in  reply  to  inquiries  that  come  to  us  daily  from 
prospective  students  and  their  parents.  We  have  also  very  carefully 
defined  our  standards  of  admission  in  great  detail,  and  have  sent  them 
to  the  secondary  schools,  particularly  of  the  South.  This  we  hope  will 
result  in  a  very  large  reduction  of  possible  misunderstandings  on  the 
part  of  prospective  students.     We  are  carrying  a  continuous  record  of 
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A    CHOIR   REHEARSAL 

The   Mozart   Society   of   Fisk,    rendering-   as   it   does   the   best   in   choral   and 

classical  music,   is  the   surest  evidence  that   the   Negro  has  other 

musical  talent  in  addition  to  his  folk-songs. 
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THE  GIRLS  GLEE  CLUB 
One  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  the  Music  Department. 

the  schools  from  which  our  students  come  with  a  view  to  the  possi- 
ble classification  of  such  schools  later  on  when  we  have  had  enough 
students  to  give  us  a  fair  impression  of  the  results  of  their  work.  We 
are  ourselves  surprised  to  find  that  outside  of  perhaps  three  or  four 
schools  we  generally  have  only  one  or  two  students  from  any  one  sec- 
ondary school  at  the  same  time.  We  cover  a  very  wide  territory  but 
we  do  not  have  many  students  from  many  single  points.  This  per- 
haps represents  the  truth  that  only  a  very  small  percentage  of  stu- 
dents go  to  college. 

Sifting  of  Students 

I  again  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  order  to  maintain  the 
quality  of  work  we  desire,  we  find  it  necessary  to  sift  our  students 
every  six  weeks.  At  the  end  of  that  period  in  November  last  we  found 
it  necessary  to  send  home  for  scholastic  reasons  3  students:  we  had 
to  reclassify  at  that  time  8  students;  to  drop  from  one  or  more 
subjects,  71  students,  and  to  warn  in  one  or  more  subjects  245  stu- 
dents. Of  the  senior  college  class,  2  were  dropped  from  one  or  more 
subjects,  and  12  were  warned;  of  the  junior  class,  2  dropped  from  sub- 
jects and  36  were  warned;  of  the  sophomore  class,  5  were  dropped  from 
subjects,  and  60  warned;  and  of  the  freshman  class,  45  were  dropped 
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from  subjects,  and  90  warned.  This  would  be  a  very  melancholy 
spectacle  if  it  did  not  mean  that  we  are  assisting  our  students  to  find 
the  places  where  they  can  do  genuine  work.  As  a  consequence  of  this 
process  our  graduates  soon  must  obtain  a  reputation  for  training  and 
ability  which  will  be  a  tremendous  asset  for  them  personally  and  for 
the  University  as  a  whole. 

Recognition  by  the   Carnegie  Foundation 

We  have  been  heartened  during  the  year  by  the  action  of  the  Carne- 
gie Foundation  in  admitting  Fisk  to  the  rank  of  Associate.  It  is  histor- 
ically fitting  that  the  oldest  Negro  college  should  be  the  first  to  re- 
ceive such  recognition.  It  is  not  without  its  appropriateness  that 
strenuous  effort  to  institute  and  maintain  high  standards  should  re- 
ceive its  due  reward.  Our  status  as  Associate  will  make  more  formal 
and  effective  our  standing  with  the  colleges  and  universities  of  the  land 
and  (because  based  on  their  undergraduate  achievement)  make  more 
feasible  and  agreeable  for  our  alumni  their  graduate  work  in  those 
institutions.  Our  standards  are  much  more  important  than  our  stand- 
ing, but  we  are  grateful  for  the  signal  recognition  that  the  Carnegie 
Foundation  has  bestowed  upon  us. 
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A  ROOM  IN  LIVINGSTONE  HALL 

Many  of  the  young  men's  rooms  are  noted  for  their  cleanliness  and  at- 
tractiveness. 
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"A    DOUBLE-DECKER" 

One  of  the  great  needs  at  Fisk    is  dormitory   space.     In  many  rooms, 
for  girls  and  for  boys,   there   are  as  many  as  three  and  four  stu- 
dents.     Hundreds   of    students    ai~e    turned    away. 


both 


The  Foundation  at  the  same  time  admitted  our  teachers  to  the 
Carnegie  retiring  allowance,  or  annuity  plan,  and  made  an  appropria- 
tion of  $25,000  (or  the  interest  thereon)  for  the  partial  endowment  of 
the  annuity  program  of  Fisk.  We  are  setting  aside  the  interest  on  $50,- 
000  for  the  same  purpose,  and  hope  thereby  to  provide  at  least  mod- 
estly for  our  teachers  as  they  reach  the  age  of  retirement. 

Attendance 

The  collegiate  attendance  grew  again  as  it  had  every  preceding 
year  for  the  last  six  years.    The  comparative  figures  are  as  follows: 


Total 
attendance 

1914-15   516 

1915-16 522 

1916-17    574 

1917-18 468 

1918-19 574 

1919-20    595 

1920-21    772 


College 

attendance 

160 

180 

208 
221 
253 
306 

422 
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The  apparent  very  large  increase  in  college  attendance,  and  general 
attendance,  too,  for  this  last  year  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  our 
summer  quarter  brought  in  a  great  many  students.  The  preceding 
year  the  summer  student  body  numbered  54;  this  past  year  it  num- 
bered 200.  In  consequence  we  have  a  total  registration  for  four  quar- 
ters in  1920-21  of  772  and  a  college  attendance  of  422.  The  college  at- 
tendance of  the  preceding  year,  including  the  summer  quarter  (which 
comes  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year)  was  306.  We  therefore  had  a 
net  gain  in  college  registration  for  the  four  quarters  of  this  last  year 
of  116.  We  should  not  be  surprised  to  find  a  still  further  increase  of 
summer  attendance  this  coming  year.  Nevertheless,  we  should  not  be 
surprised  if  the  total  attendance  for  the  year  were  somewhat  less  than 
last  year.  Times  have  been  very  hard  and  our  students  have  not  found 
sufficient  employment  at  sufficiently  remunerative  rates  to  keep  them 
all  in  school. 

A  Siwiple  Story 

This  is  a  very  simple  story  this  year.  I  do  not  submit  spectacular 
plans  for  the  future.  I  do  not  even  repeat  the  great  needs  and  desires 
as  given  in  past  reports.     But  I  trust  there  is  implicit  in  my  state- 
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PART  OF  THE  STUDENT  BODY  AT  CHAPEL 


We  at  Fisk  believe  that  the  daily  religious  service  is  one  of  the  surest  means 

of  developing-  a  regular  habit  of  worship,  so  necessary  in  the  life  of 

a  Christian. 
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THREE    TIMES  A  DAY 

Many  of  the  girls  and  boys  assist  themselves  through  school  by  working 
the  dining  room,  as  well  as  on  other  parts  of  the  campus. 
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ments  the  past  achievements  at  Fisk  and  the  greater  things  yet  to  come. 
Those  who  labored  long  and  arduously  in  the  past  in  obscurity  and 
loneliness  compelled  by  their  faith  the  developments  of  the  present.  It 
is  by  faithfulness  in  the  small  things  of  the  present  that  the  future  is 
made  sure. 


The  Measure  of  Efficiency 

The  history  of  the  higher  education  of  the  Negro  has  a  two-fold 
aspect,  one  or  the  other  of  which  is  often  neglected  by  writers  and 
thinkers  on  this  subject.  It  is  not  difficult  for  one  investigator  to  find 
Negroes  who  have  made  brilliant  records  in  colleges  and  in  the  gradu- 
ate schools  of  the  country  and  to  reason  from  their  success  that  the 
Negro  is  proving  intellectually  equal  to  the  white  and  that  the  Negro 
schools  through  which  they  passed  must  have  been  reasonably  satisfac- 
tory and  adequate.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  difficult  for  another  in- 
vestigator to  learn  from  some  of  the  graduate  schools  of  the  country 
that  a  very  large  percentage  of  the  colored  students  coming  to  them  do 
not  do  a  satisfactory  grade  of  work,  and  from  these  records  to  argue 
that  the  colored  student  is  a  general  failure  and  the  Negro  schools 
probably  remiss. 

Each  of  these  positions  is  a  partial  truth,  and  they  can  be  brought 
into  harmony  only  when  the  schools  all  along  the  line  give  an  adequate 
training  and  pass  along  to  the  next  higher  grade  only  those  who  have 
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A  SCENE  FROM  THE  PAGEANT 

There  is  gradually  being-  developed  at  Fisk  a  pageant  representing  the  de- 
velopment of  the  University.     It  is  added  to  each  year  as  facilities 
and  equipment  will  allow.     This  is   the   closing   scene   of 
the  pageant  in  1921. 


actually  and  thoroughly  done  the  work  for  which  credit  is  given.  In 
other  words,  truly  equal  opportunity  must  be  given  the  Negro  child 
from  the  primary  up,  and  a  precise  and  rigid  grading  must  at  every 
stage  tell  just  what  his  attainments  are  as  measured  by  universal 
standards. 

When  this  is  achieved  the  place  of  the  Negro  will  not  be  determined 
by  the  exceptional  and  brilliant  few  but  by  the  average  and  competent 
many. 


The  Obligation  to  Thoroughness 

Fisk  today  conceives  its  mission  to  be,  to  exemplify  thoroughness  in 
all  its  work,  and  so  to  turn  out  graduates  who  shall  demonstrate  on 
the  average  that  they  are  well  trained  and  competent  to  stand  on  an 
even  basis  with  other  college  graduates. 

If  we  assume  that  their  training  in  the  elementary  and  secondary 
grades  has  been  defective,  then  it  means  that  they  must  work  harder 
and  do  more  in  college  if  they  are  to  come  out  with  a  degree  repre- 
senting as  much  as  the  degree  of  more  fortunate  youth. 
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Fisk  is  doing  the  hard  foundation  work  which  will  win  recognition 
in  later  years.  There  is  no  harder  work  than  this.  It  requires  heroism 
and  fortitude  to  accomplish.  The  recognition  that  has  thus  far  come  is 
very  gratifying.  But  an  even  more  gratifying  thing  is  the  growing 
appreciation  on  the  part  of  our  students  of  the  necessity  for  the  strain 
which  the  Fisk  life  and  Fisk  regimen  puts  before  them.  If  we  hold 
steady  and  true  to  the  present  goals  for  a  few  years  longer,  there  will 
be  no  question  of  the  value  of  our  simple  and  old-fashioned  ways. 
Funds  will  come.  Students  will  increase  in  numbers.  Growth  and  ex- 
pansion of  every  kind  will  be  but  the  necessary  product  of  principles 
which  are  both  fruitful  and  beneficent. 

In  Memoriam 

I  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  recent  death  of  Miss  Mary  E. 
Hawley,  who  served  us  very  faithfully  as  teacher  of  German  and 
French  for  a  number  of  years,  and  who  continued  to  teach  until  her 
failing  strength  shortly  before  her  decease  compelled  her  to  leave  the 
class  room. 

In  the  death  of  Honorable  Franklin  K.  Lane,  our  Board  has  suf- 
fered a  very  great  loss.  This  is  true  even  though  Mr.  Lane  had  never 
been  upon  our  campus  or  even  met  with  our  Board.  His  tremendous 
belief  in  men  and  in  democracy,  and  his  far-reaching  sympathies  and 
equally  far-seeing  vision,  had  made  him  one  of  the  great  men  of  the 
Republic  and  made  significant  every  one  of  the  many  interests  to  which 
he  allowed  his  name  to  be  attached.  We  had  counted  greatly  upon  his 
counsel  and  his  co-operation.  We  prize  the  fact  that  he  evidenced  his 
interest  in  our  work. 

Very  respectfully,  your  fellow  worker, 

Fayette  Avery  McKenzie 
January  1,  1922. 
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"THE  CARNEGIE  FOUNDATION 
FOR  THE  ADVANCEMENT  OF  TEACHING 

522  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York 

"Office  of  the  President. 

May  16,  1921 

"Dear  President  McKenzie: 

"I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  at  a  recent  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Committee  the  Resolutions  which  are  en- 
closed were  adopted. 

"The  Committee  desires  me  also  to  say  that  it  gave  them 
great  pleasure  to  welcome  to  the  list  of  institutions  associated 
with  the  Foundation  a  university  for  Negroes  whose  stan- 
dards of  work  have  entitled  the  institution  to  this  recognition 

"Let  me  express  my  own  pleasure  that  we  have  been  able  to 
take  this  action,  and  the  hope  that  the  University  and  its 
teachers  may  gain  from  this  arrangement  in  the  future  the 
relief  which  will  be  of  value  to  them. 

"Very  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)   Henry  S.  Pritchett. 


Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Carnegie  Foundation 
May  6,  1921 

"VOTED,  That  the  application  of  Fisk  University  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  list  of  institutions  associated  with  the  Carnegie 
Foundation,  as  made  in  the  communication  signed  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  President  of 
the  University,  under  date  April  30,  1921,  be  and  is  hereby 
approved." 
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Treasurer's  Report 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1921 


President  F.  A.  McKenzie: 

Dear  Sir:   I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  Balance  Sheets  and  In- 
come and  Expenditure  Accounts  herewith  for  year  ending  June  30,  1921. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  T.  Fairchild,  Treasurer. 

Fisk  University  Balance  Sheet,  June  30,  1921. 

ASSETS 

Current  Assets: 

Cash  in  Bank  and  on  Hand $     6,182.46 

Accounts  Receivable  Students $     1,965.87 

Accounts  Receivable  Others 10.00  1,975.87 

Unexpired  Insurance   1,976.78 

Inventories 7,186.33 


Total  Current  Assets  $  17,321.44 

Educational  Plant:    Land — Campus    $  77,851.02 

Buildings  less   Depreciation    349,728.81 

Equipment 94,571.74 

Total  Plant   522,151.57 

Investment — General  and  Special  Funds: 

Mortgage  on  Real  Estate  $     1,466.80 

Liberty  Bonds   750.00 

Total  Investments 2,216.80 


$541,689.81 


Deferred  Charges: 

Teachers  Annuity  Insurance   $       479.59 

Undistributed  Expenses 43.55  523.14 


$542,212.95 


As  audited  by  Arthur  Young  and  Company,  New  York  City. 
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Investment  of  Endowment  Funds: 

Real  Estate  $  '19,659.33 

Mortgages  on  Real  Estate 168,333.20 

Bonds  of  Corporations    56,486.20 

Uninvested  Cash  4,518.81 

Note   Receivable    9,000.00 


LIABILITIES 


*Debit. 


Total  Endowment  Investments.  . .  $257,997.54 


Total  Investment $800,210.49 


Current  Liabilities:  Notes  Payable $  77,500.00 

Accounts  Payable    8,535.05 


Total  Current  Liabilities $  86,035.05 

Special  Funds  and  Unexpended  Balances: 

Geo.  L.  White  Conservatory  Fund $  1,232.65 

Fisk  Club,  Helen  C.  Morgan  Fund     275.71 

Donations   Received   in   Advance    6,437.41 

Rally  for  Endowment   3,702.03 

Merrill  Fund,  Premiums  Paid  *120.97           11,526.83 


General  Capital  Fund:   Bal.,  June  30,  1920 $454,774.59 

Deduct:  Net  Fire  Loss  on 

Laundry    $       407.04 

Depreciation  on  Buildings  ....     5,734.60 

Deficit  Year  End.,  June  30,  1921     3,981.88         10,123.52         444,651.07 


$542,212.95 


Endowment  Funds: 

General   Endowment    $204,704.31 

Professorship  Endowment 8,788.14 

Library  Endowment 9,000.00 

Scholarship  Endowment  28,005.09 

Annuity  Funds 7,500.00         257,997.54 


$800,210.49 
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Income  and  Expenditures  Account  for  Year  Ending  June  30,  1921 

INCOME 

From  Students: 

Tuition,  Arts  and  Sciences   $  13,604.88 

Music  School 5,449.50 

Training  School .        836.35 

Total  Tuition   $  19,890.72 

Sundry  Fees,  Laboratories  .>..;.$     1,192.75 

Library .....        635.50 

Regist.  Dipl.  and  Misc 2,097.46       3,925.71 

Total  Paid  by  Students  for  In- 
struction    $  23,816.44 

From  Endowment  Fund: 

Interest 13,851.73 

Rents  from  Real  Estate  (net)    618.75  14,470.48 

From  Gifts  for  Current  Purposes: 

Nashville  Citizens 1,338.25 

American  Missionary  Assn 3,166.66 

Congregational  Education  Soc 1,092.86 

Carnegie  Corporation 12,500.00 

General   Education  Board 50,000.00 

John  F.  Slater  Fund 2,000.00 

Sundry  Donors 20,473.65 

Sundry  Donors  for  Student  Aid   561.71           91,133.13 

From  Other  Sources 7,447.,37 

Total  Income    $136,867.42 

Excess  of  Expenditures  Over  Income.  ....  3,981.88 

$140,849.30 
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EXPENDITURES 

Departments  of  Instruction: 

Arts  and  Sciences , $  49,441.83 

Music  School   12,092.74 

Training  School 2,874.43 

Library 1,604.57 

Hygiene    12,808.42       $  78,821.99 

Other  Activities: 

Store,   Net    $  386.96 

Dormitories,  Net 789.46 

Dining  Room,  net 2,097.21 

Dairy,  net    1,541.37 

Laundry,  Net *580.99 

Book  Store,  Net   *696.72             3,537.29 


Operation  and  Maintenance  of  Plant: 

(Includes  Fuel,  Light,    Water,     Cleaning 
and    Maintenance     of      Bldgs.      and 
Grounds)    29,106.26 

Administration 16,479.75 

Student  Aid 1,427.00 

Interest  Payable 4,274.13 

Publicity  (Includes  Fisk  News,  Catalogues, 

and  Advertising)    5,892.60 

General    Expense     (Includes    Misc.    un- 
classified expenses) .  1,218.88 

Other  Expenses 91.40 


Total  Expenditures $140,849.30 

*  Debit. 
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The  Basis  of  the  Fisk  Appeal 

Reprinted  from  the  Report  of  1919-20. 


Our  quest  for  funds  must  have  not  merely  a  casual  appeal  which  wins 
the  approval  of  everybody  as  the  appeal  of  one  worthy  cause  among  a 
thousand  worthy  calls.  It  must  be  the  appeal  not  of  pathos  or  of 
rhetorical  demand,  but  the  appeal  which  compels  because  it  is  the  ap- 
peal of  an  institution  unique  in  its  philosophy  and  service.  We  as 
Trustees,  and  our  friends  who  even  now  support  the  work,  must  believe 
so  thoroughly  in  our  own  philosophy  that  the  world  shall  know  what 
that  philosophy  is,  and  shall  in  spontaneous  enthusiasm  insist  on  pro- 
viding the  resources  necessary  for  an  ever-enlarging  realiza- 
tion of  our  ideals.  For  illustration  of  my  point,  let  me  suggest 
my  belief  that  Hampton's  remarkable  support  came  and  continues  to 
come  not  primarily  because  of  remarkable  solicitors  of  funds,  but  be- 
cause of  a  remarkable  work  by  remarkable  men  possessed  of  a 
unique  philosophy.  I  sometimes  wonder  whether  even  today  that 
philosophy  is  really  understood  or  appreciated  by  many  of  its 
admirers.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  Dr.  Frissell's  life  endeavor  was  not 
to  train  youth  to  an  industrial  skill  that  would  provide  a  living,  but 
to  demonstrate  a  philosophy  of  education  universal  in  its  application. 
He  was  an  apostle  of  a  doctrine  which  certainly  is  not  grasped  today 
by  the  great  body  of  enthusiastic  advocates  of  industrial  education,  and 
not  suspected  by  the  great  body  of  ardent  advocates  of  literary  educa- 
tion. And  yet  that  inner  fire  of  living  truth  so  shone  through  his  per- 
sonality and  his  work  that  thousands  lighted  their  torches  and  joined 
in  the  forwarding  of  his  work.  It  was  the  compelling  power  of  a  great 
unique  germinal  educational  philosophy  that  made  Hampton. 

Fisk  should  likewise  stand  before  the  world  today  as  a  unitary  group 
possessed  of  a  single  philosophy — the  Fisk  philosophy — and  daring  to 
light  our  torches  and  lead  the  way,  knowing  that  the  truth  of  our 
position  and  the  fidelity  of  our  practice  will  draw  the  world  to  our 
standard. 

Fisk  must  not  be  what  our  funds  make  it,  but  our  funds  Will  ulti- 
mately correspond  to  what  Fisk  is.  If  we  are  right,  and  if  we  let  the 
world  know,  the  world  will  not  consent  to  let  us  suffer. 
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What  Fisk  Students  Are  Doing 


Period                        1875-1921  1875-1916 

Increase. 
Occupation  Number  Per  Cent    Per  Cent*  Number      Per  Cent 

Teachers     393             37%         —4%  378             42% 

Housekeepers     241             23                 4  170             19 

Physicians,  Dentists, 

and    Pharmacists.       90               9                 2  62               7 

Ministers    29                3                  0  24                3 

Social  Service 34  3 

Lawyers    17               2                  0  16               2 

Business    36               3                  1  15                2 

Civil  Service   22               2               —  V2  22               2% 

Graduate    Students.       51               4%             1%  24               3 

tMisceUaneous    74               7                 f  f  119             12 

Unknown    58               5V2         —1  57               6V2 

Unemployed     3                 V±           — %  4                 y2 

Total     1,048           100                .  .  891           100 

*Minus  sign  denotes  a  decrease. 

fThe  "Miscellaneous"  of  1916  is  not  comparable  with  1921,  since 
the  former  contained  social   service  workers. 


Professor  Walter  Clyde  Curry 

of  Vanderbilt  University  in  his  introductory  statement  to 
Professor  Talley's  recent  book  on  Negro  Folk  Rhymes*  says: 

" .  . . .  Here  we  have  again,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  the 
record  of  a  singing,  dancing  people  creating  by  a  process  ap- 
proximating communal  authorship  a  mass  of  verse  embody- 
ing tribal  memories,  ancestral  superstitions,  and  racial  wisdom 
handed  down  from  generation  to  generation  through  oral 
tradition.  These  are  genuine  folk-songs — lyrics,  ballads, 
rhymes — in  which  are  crystallized  the  thought  and  feeling, 
the  universally  shared  lore  of  a  folk.  Recent  theorizers  on 
poetic  origins  who  would  insist  upon  individual  as  opposed 
to  community  authorship  of  certain  types  of  song-narrative 
might  do  well  to  consider  Professor  Talley's  characteristic 
study.  And  students  of  comparative  literature  who  love  to 
recreate  the  life  of  a  tribe  or  nation  from  its  song  and  story 
will  discover  in  this  collection  a  mine  of  interesting  material. 

"Fisk  University,  the  center  of  Negro  culture  in  America, 
is  to  be  congratulated  upon  having  initiated  the  gathering  and 
preservation  of  these  relics,  a  valuable  heritage  from  the  past. 
Just  how  important  for  literature  this  heritage  may  prove  to 
be  will  not  appear  until  this  institution — and  others  with  like 
purposes — has  fully  developed  by  cultivation,  training,  and 
careful  fostering  the  artistic  impulses  so  abundantly  a  part  of 
the  Negro  character.  A  race  which  has  produced,  under  the 
most  disheartening  conditions,  a  mass  of  folk-poetry  such  as 
Negro  Folk  Rhymes  may  be  expected  to  create,  with  unlim- 
ited opportunities  for  self-development,  a  literature  and  a 
distinctive  music  of  superior  quality." 

*There  is  a  special  and  limited  and  autographed  Fisk  Edi- 
tion of  this  book  sold  at  Fisk  at  $2.25  per  volume. 
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